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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT
Holiday Inn
151 Route 72 East, Manahawkin, NJ 08050

November 5, 6, 7, 8, 2015
Joseph Ruffalo, President

973-743-0075

nfbnj1@verizon.net
www.nfbnj.org

www.blindchildren.org

Live the Life You Want
The National Federation of the Blind knows that blindness is not the characteristic that defines you or your future. Every day we raise the expectations of blind people because low expectations create obstacles between blind people and our dreams. You can live the life you want; blindness is not what holds you back. Together, with love, hope and determination, we transform dreams into reality.

Mission Statement

In the National Federation of the Blind the blind and interested sighted persons come together to create programs to improve the quality of life of the blind; to provide a means of collective action for parents of blind children; to promote the vocational, cultural, and social advancement of the blind; to achieve the integration of the blind into society on a basis of equality with the sighted; and to take action which will improve the overall condition and standard of living of the blind. We work toward the removal of legal, economic, and social barriers to full participation by blind people in all aspects of community life. The NFB is the blind speaking for ourselves.
Spotlight on NFB of NJ
Since 1976, the National Federation of the Blind of NJ, an affiliate of the National Federation of the Blind, the oldest and largest organization of and for the blind/ visually impaired in the US, has been providing invaluable information and resources to blind/visually impaired people throughout the state. Chapters meet monthly; divisions hold events at various times through the year. Please join us—chapter and division listing is at end of agenda—we would welcome your participation. For state, chapter, division, and committee news, visit www.nfbnj.org.   
Subscribe to the Sounding Board
Get our state newsletter the Sounding Board delivered to your email inbox. Send a message to bmackey88@gmail.com with subscribe Sounding Board in the subject line. Also available at www.nfbnj.org and Newsline.
Funding Our Movement

Donations to the National Federation of the Blind of NJ are tax deductible. Mark 

a special date in honor of or in memory of a loved one with a gift to the NFB of NJ.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Contact information for speakers appears on last page of agenda.
Guide Dog Relief Area: The guide dog relief area will be in one location only. There will be both a grassy area and a cement area. Directions from the hotel lobby: Step out of the elevator, make a right, and walk about 13 feet to a set of double doors. Go through the doors and walk about 8-9 feet then make a left and walk about 50 feet. Go out the rear doors and turn left, walk about 4 steps and turn left again. The grassy area is right there the cement area is a step down off the curb.  Please note, the cement is an area where there may be service deliveries, so please listen and be careful.  It is rather quiet on weekends. A lined trash can will be on the grassy area. If there are any questions, please contact Trisha Ebel at 201-456-0091 or Mike Halm at 908-278-8425.
Snack Packs will be for sale from NJAGDU—$5 each.

Breakfast Coupons: Upon check-in, each registered guest will receive a coupon for Friday morning breakfast at the hotel restaurant.  Saturday and Sunday breakfasts for NFB attendees will be served in the Main Ballroom. 

THURSDAY, NOV.5, 2015—Pre-Convention Activities
1:00 to 5:00 pm—Blindness and Diabetes Seminar—Ballroom B
6:00 pm—Guide Dog Users Dinner—Meet in Hotel Restaurant 

6:00 to 9:00 pm—Exhibit Hall open—Ballroom D 

7:30 to 9:00 pm—Each One Teach One Technology Workshop—Ballroom B     

Jane Degenshein, President, Technology Division 
KNFB Reader app demonstration with Rick Fox, informal demos and hands-on assistance with the iPhone, Android, apps, social media, and more
The KNFB Reader—Now you can have the convenience of an OCR scanner in the palm of your hand. The KNFB Reader app is a revolutionary tool that you can use, with the touch of a single button, to read virtually any type of printed text, including mail, receipts, class handouts, memos, and many other documents. Accuracy is facilitated by a field-of-view report, automatic page detection, and tilt control.

Proprietary document analysis technology determines the words and reads them aloud to the user with high quality text-to-speech. Read the words you want to read; live the life you want. Visit the Apple App Store to purchase the KNFB Reader app and start enjoying it today!

For the latest news and information about the KNFB Reader, follow us on
Twitter @KNFBReader or like us on Facebook.

FRIDAY, NOV. 6, 2015
Friday breakfast is provided free of charge in hotel restaurant for those    registered with the hotel for Thursday evening.  You must bring your coupon.  Please remember to leave a tip for your server.  
8:30 am–1:30 pm—Convention Registration Open for 
 

LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT  


Convention registration: $20


Box lunch can be purchased in the Registration Area: $15
Diabetic lunches available

8:00 am–1:00 pm—Exhibit Hall Open—Ballroom D
9:00 am–12:00 pm—Division Meetings—Ballroom B
9:00 – 9:40 am—Senior Division Meeting

Jane Degenshein, President  
9:45 – 10:40 am—Technology Division Meeting

Jane Degenshein, President 
10:45 – 11:20 am—Diabetic Division Meeting

Joe Ruffalo, Chair
11:25 – 12:00 pm—Braille Division Meeting

Mary Jo Partyka, President
11:30 am–12:30 pm—Lunch—Room C   Diabetic lunches are available.
1:00–4:30 pm—PROGRAM—Main Ballroom A/C
1:00 pm—Welcome & Opening Remarks
Joseph Ruffalo, President, NFB of NJ; National Board Member, NFB

1:05 pm—What’s New at the Library 

Adam Szczepaniak, Director, NJ Talking Book & Braille Center

1:15 pm—NJ Transit

Heather Smith-Bermudez, Acting Director, AccessLink Operations and Customer ADA Services
1:45 pm—Auction Prize
1:50 pm—Technology Services at the Commission
Tammy Cordwell, Technological Services Specialist; Ines Matos, Operational  Logistics; Amanda Gerson, Assistant Tech Services Supervisor
2:10 pm—3D PhotoWorks



John Olson, Co-Founder
2:25 pm—The SMART Bill—Stimulating the Marketplace to Make 




Accessibility a Reality Today




Mikayla Gephart, Student
2:35 pm—The EDGE Program—Employment, Development, Guidance, 


Engagement

Mary Fernandez, EDGE Employment Coordinator; Pat McKenna, EDGE Employment Manager
2:55 pm—Auction Item 

3:00 pm—Outreach to the Community 
Krystle Allen, Eyes Like Mine; Trisha Ebel, Heightened Independence and Progress; Jane Degenshein, Eyes Closed, Hearts Open
3:20 pm—My First National Convention

Geri McGinty, Central Jersey Chapter
3:30 pm—Parenting Without Sight: My New Role as Foster Mom

Joann Mallard, Foster Parent
3:45 pm—Live the Life You Want
Shafeka Hashash, Student, NYU; Richard Fox, Tech Instructor, Baruch College; Amy Buresh, Rehab Counselor, NE CBVI
4:15 pm—Adjourn  

4:30 – 5:15 pm—Dance Workshop 
Mana Hashimoto, Founder, Dance without Sight, improving access to dance performance & education
5:15 pm—Dinner on your own—Hotel restaurant is open.  

Those who preregistered and prepaid for the NFB of NJ dinner, please 
proceed to Ballroom B.

7:00 pm—Resolutions Committee Meeting—Ballroom B

Ryan Stevens, Chair




All are welcome.
7:00 pm—Student Meet and Greet—Location TBD



Contact Shafeka Hashash at 551-697-1568 
8:00 pm—Merchants Division Meeting—Location TBA



Contact Dan Facchini, President, at 201-906-8655 
8:00–11:00 pm—EVENING ACTIVITIES—Main Ballroom A/C

Hosted by the NJ Assoc. of Guide Dog Users—NJAGDU, 

Trisha Ebel, President 



Music and Dancing




Free Dance Lesson!




Dog Race



No Bones about It Game



Cash Bar

Vendors will be available in the Exhibit Hall—Ballroom D at the
following times:

Thursday
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Friday
8:00 am – 1:00 pm

Saturday
7:45 am – 8:45 am

       12:00 pm – 1:30 pm
NOTE:  Breakfast will be served from 7:00–8:30 am on Saturday morning in   Ballroom B for those registered in the hotel. 

SATURDAY, NOV. 7, 2015
7:00–8:30 am—Breakfast for those registered in the hotel—Ballroom B

       
       
       
7:00–8:30 am—NJ Assoc. of Guide Dog Users Division Breakfast Meeting—

Room A; Trisha Ebel, President
7:45–8:45 am—Registration and Exhibit Hall Open

9:00 am—Welcome, Call to Order—Main Ballroom A/C
                   Joseph Ruffalo, President, NFB of NJ

                   Trisha Ebel, NJ Assoc. of Guide Dog Users—NJAGDU  

9:05 am—Invocation

Jane Degenshein, President, Tech & Senior Divisions
9:10 am—Opening Ceremonies  

                  Jane Degenshein, President, Tech & Senior Divisions
9:20 am—Introduction of Scholarship Class of 2015


Jerilyn Higgins, Chair  
9:30 am—Presidential Report


Joseph Ruffalo, President, NFB of NJ

9:50 am—The NFB—A Philosphy for Living the Life You Want
Amy Buresh, President, NFB of NE, NFB National Board Member
10:20 am—NJCBVI—Steps to Living the Life You Want


Daniel Frye, Executive Director, NJ Commission for the Blind & VI
10:40 am—The ASPIRE Program


Susan Vanino, Support Program Coordinator, NJ Commission for the Blind & VI
10:50 am—Update from the Dept. of Human Services 

Elizabeth Connolly, Commissioner, DHS
11:10
 am—A Reader in My Pocket: The KNFB Reader






Rick Fox, NFB of NJ Liaison, KNFB Reader
11:20 am—Funding Our Movement—It Must Be Done


Ryan Stevens, Chair, PAC Plan
11:25 am—The BELL Ringers—Braille Enrichment Learning & Literacy
Mary Jo Partyka and Holly Miller, BELL Program Coordinators; Barbara Shalit, Braille Instructor; Jerilyn Higgins, ADL Instructor; Hannah Canuto, Intern; Parents and Students
11:50 pm—Announcements
12:00 pm—Adjourn

12:00–12:30 pm—Banquet Ticket Exchange—Registration Area

12:00–1:15 pm—Lunch—Pick up box lunch in Ballroom B




Reminder: You must have a lunch ticket.  Diabetic lunches 



available.
Network with Vendors in the Exhibit Hall—Ballroom D
12:00–1:30 pm—Deaf-Blind Committee—Room TBA
Contact Alice Eaddy, President, for room number 856-765-0601
Pick up lunch in Ballroom B & proceed to meeting room
12:00–1:30 pm—NJ Association of Blind Students—Room TBA
Contact Shafeka Hashash, Pres. for room number 551-697-1568
Pick up lunch in Ballroom B & proceed to meeting room

AFTERNOON SESSION

1:30 – 2:45
pm—Connecting the Dots—Education to Employment to 



Independence—Main Ballroom A/C
Mary Jo Partyka, Holly Miller, BELL Program Coordinators; Barbara Shalit, Braille Instructor; Jerilyn Higgins, ADL Instructor

1:30 – 2:45 pm—O&M Cane Walk—meet in hotel Lobby
Donna Panaro, O&M Instructor, NJCBVI O&M
1:30 – 2:45
 pm—Read, Read, Read—Ballroom B 
Jane Degenshein, NJ Newsline Coordinator

Learn about the value of Newsline and its many ways of
access; list serves and websites resources
3:00 – 4:45 pm—Parents Mini-Seminar—Main Ballroom A/C
Carol Castellano, Moderator
Learn about how your child can gain access to art with 3D Photo Works; new Commission policies that will enhance your child’s education;  the new program for BVI high school students; how your child will parent in the future as a BVI adult; & best advice from successful blind adults!  Join us for information and inspiration! 
3:00 – 4:45 pm—Tech Talk & Tips—Ballroom B
Jane Degenshein, Moderator; Rick Fox, Tony Santiago, Philip So,  Alice Eaddy
Ask questions and  learn valuable tips on ios 9, social media, important phone numbers and websites, and much more
3:00 – 4:45 pm—1Touch Self-Defense Workshop—Ballroom D
Trisha Ebel, Jerilyn Higgins, Certified Instructors

The 1Touch Project addresses the physical and psychological causes of insecurity and vulnerability through the empowering practice of hands-on self-defense methods, self-defense theory, and discussions examining what makes one insecure and why. The 1Touch Project's core values are minimizing risk, maximizing independence, and increasing life chances.  $10 registration fee.  Space is limited.

6:45–10:30 pm—Banquet—Main Ballroom A/C 

Master of Ceremonies—Nicky Gacos 
         
Invocation—Shafeka Hashash
         
Banquet Address–Amy Buresh, NFB National Representative
Agnes Allen Distinguished Service Award 
Honoree—Pamela Gaston, Executive Assistant, NJCBVI 
NFB of NJ Scholarship Awards—Jerilyn Higgins, Scholarship Chair

         

Klaus & Michelle Zechner Scholarship



Louise and Peter Facchini Memorial Scholarship 


Gail Ferry Memorial Scholarship 



Edwin Lewinson Memorial Scholarship

Auction

We thank our members, chapters, and divisions for their generous donation of auction items. Please bid high and bid often, as all proceeds will assist in growing the affiliate and making a difference!
SUNDAY, NOV. 8, 2015
Morning Devotions will be held from 7–7:30 am on Sunday in Ballroom B. 
Rev. Paul Grenier, Rebecca Bryant, Misty Hagen
7:45 am—Breakfast—Main Ballroom A/C
8:45 –11:30 am—Program and Business Meeting—Main Ballroom A/C


Invocation—Rev. Paul Grenier


Roll Call of Chapters and Divisions



Website Report—Joseph Ruffalo, Pres., NFB of NJ


Legislative Report—Lynn Reynolds, Chair, Legislative Committee


Resolutions—Ryan Stevens, Chair, Resolutions Committee 


Chapter, Division, Committee Reports



Building and Strengthening the Affiliate—Amy Buresh


Elections
The National Federation of the Blind Pledge

I pledge to participate actively in the efforts of the National Federation of the Blind to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; to support the programs and policies of the Federation; and to abide by its constitution.

Jacobus tenBroek Legacy Society
Help build a future of opportunity for the blind by becoming a member of the Jacobus tenBroek Legacy Society. Your legacy gift to the NFB can be made as a will or trust, income-generating gift, or by naming the NFB as a retirement or life insurance policy beneficiary. You can also become a tenBroek Legacy Society member by making a legacy gift to your state affiliate, which benefits both local and national programs as all affiliate bequests are shared with the NFB national treasury. Members receive a special thank you and other benefits. For further information, contact Lou Ann Blake at lblake@nfb.org, or 410-659-9314, X 2221.
National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey

Officers

President – Joseph Ruffalo

1st Vice President – Jerilyn Higgins

2nd Vice President – Mary Jo Partyka 

Secretary – Brian Mackey
Treasurer – Tom Ferry

Board Members 

Rebecca Bryant

Linda DeBerardinis

Alice Eaddy

Dan Facchini

Anthony Lanzilotti

Lynn Reynolds

Chapters and Divisions

At Large Chapter



Joe Ruffalo

  
973-743-0075

Capitol Chapter



Mary Jo Partyka
   
609-888-5459

Central Chapter



Jerilyn Higgins

973-239-8874

Garden State Chapter


Ryan Stevens
 
856-240-1497
Glasstown Chapter


   
Lydia Keller

856-696-3518

South Jersey Shore Chapter

Anthony Lanzilotti
267-414-4010
Northeast Chapter


   
Dan Facchini

201-906-8655

Northern Chapter


   
Rebecca Irvin-Bryant
973-732-6559
Deaf-Blind Division



Alice Eaddy

856-765-0601

Diabetes Division


   
Joe Ruffalo  
  
973-743-0075
Merchants Division


   
Dan Facchini

201-906-8655
NJ Assoc. of Blind Students

Shafeka Hashash
551-697-1568
NJ Assoc. of Guide Dog Users
   
Trisha Ebel


201-456-0091

NJ Assoc. to Promote the Use of Braille  Mary Jo Partyka
 609-888-5459
NJ Assoc. of Senior Blind

   
Jane Degenshein
973-736-5785

Parents of Blind Children-NJ

Carol Castellano
  
973-377-0976
Technology Division


   
Jane Degenshein
973-736-5785
NFB National Divisions

For a list of national divisions and committees, please visit www.nfb.org.

Blindness can be reduced to a physical nuisance once the blind person 
learns and uses the proper techniques and skills of blindness.

We thank Carol Castellano, Jane Degenshein, and Jerilyn Higgins 
for their help on this agenda. Thanks to all our members for 
your continuing support as we change what it means to be blind.
Exhibitors
3D PhotoWorks

John Olson, Co-Founder

124 Hudson Ave.

Chatham, NY 12037

518-392-8161

john@3dphotoworks.com
www.3dphotoworks.com
Brailler Depot 

Knick Johnson, Managing Director

107 Trimble Ave.     

Clifton NJ 07011 

973-272-7667 

knick@braillerdepot.com
www.braillerdepot.com
C TECH

Chuck Cohen, President 

2 N. William St.

Pearl River, NY 10965

845-735-7907

chuck@magnifyit.com
http://CTECHlowvision.com
Educational Testing Service (ETS)
Charnetta Teel, Admin. Professional 

Morgan Murray, Disability Policy Cons.
Office of Disability Policy

660 Rosedale Rd.
Princeton, NJ 08541 

609-734-5292 

cteel@ets.org
mmurray001@ets.org
www.ets.org
Eye Assist, LLC

Paul Hansen

143 Gatto Ln.
Pearl River, NY 10965

845-201-8113

eyeassist@optonline.net
www.eyeassistllc.com
Family Resource Network

Greg Makely, Dir., Employment Serv.
Mary Fernandez, EDGE Employment Coordinator

Charles Pat McKenna, EDGE Employment Manager

1 AAA Dr.

Trenton, NJ 08691

732-937-6397

cpmckenna@familyresourcenetwork.org

www.familyresourcenetwork.org
Heightened Independence & Progress

Trisha Ebel, Independent Living Asst.
131 Main St., Suite 120

Hackensack, NJ 07601

201-996-9100 ext. 10

Tebel.ber@hipcil.org
www.hipcil.org
iCanConnect/NJ

Carly Fredericks, Family Specialist/ICC Outreach Specialist

The College of New Jersey

School of Education

PO Box 7718

Ewing, NJ 08628

609-771-2711

carly.fredericks@tcnj.edu
www.njcscd.org
Mackey Enterprises LLC

Brian Mackey, Owner

14 Andover Dr.

Medford, NJ 08055

Phone: 609-953-6988

brian@mackeyenterprisesllc.com
National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey—literature table
254 Spruce St.

Bloomfield, NJ 07003

973-743-0075

nfbnj1@verizon.net
www.nfbnj.org
NJ  Dept. of Humans Services 
Commission for the Blind & VI
Pamela Gaston, Public Info. Specialist

153 Halsey St. 6th fl.
Newark, NJ 07102

877-685-8878

askcbvi@dhs.state.nj.us
www.cbvi.nj.gov
NJ State Library 
Talking Book & Braille Center

Mary Kearns-Kaplan, Supervising Librarian

2300 Stuyvesant Ave.
Trenton, NJ 08618

800-792-8322 ext. 834

mkaplan@njstatelib.org
http://www.njstatelib.org/tbbc
Safeguard Marketing   

Charles Solomon 
Box 541

Cliffside Park, NJ 07010

201-840-5443
safeguardco@earthlink.net
www.safeguardwholesal.com
Spectrum Business Solutions—ScanJig Manufacturer

Patrick Harold, Account Manager

110 Acorn Rd.

Madison, CT 06443

800-390-1125

patharold@spectrumsolve.com
www.scanjig.com
Seeing Eye

Mike Moran, Representative

PO Box 375

Morristown, NJ 07963-0375

863-539-4425

advocacy@seeingeye.org
www.seeingeye.org
Support Service Providers of New Jersey (SSPNJ)

Kathleen Spata, Statewide Program Coordinator

The College of New Jersey

School of Education

PO Box 7718 

Ewing, NJ 08628

609-771-2795

spatak@tcnj.edu
www.njcscd.org
SW Unlimited, LLC  

Sherlock Washington, Owner/Founder
81 Ortley Ct.
Matawan, NJ 07747
732-290-1677 or 732-229-5353
sherlock@swunlimited.com
www.swunlimited.com
Vanda Pharmaceuticals

Michelle McGinnis, Account Manager/NJ,PA

2200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Suite 300 E
Washington, DC 20037

609-605-5834  

michelle.mcginnis@vandapharma.com
www.vandapharmceuticals.com
Special Thanks for the generous donation from:

E.A.S.Y. LLC

www.easytactilegraphics.co

Contact Information
Krystle Allen 
862-600-2144
Hannah Canuto  
908-307-8779 

hkcanuto@gmail.com

Carol Castellano
973-377-0976

carol_castellano@verizon.net

Elizabeth Connolly




elizabeth.connolly@dhs.state.nj.us

Jane Degenshein
973-736-5785

jdegen16@outlook.net

Alice Eaddy
856-765-0601

aseanj@netzero.net

Trisha Ebel
201-456-0091 

patriciaebel0302@comcast.net
Rick Fox
973-743-6107

richardfox1@comcast.net

Dan Frye
973-648-2324

daniel.frye@dhs.state.nj.us

Nicky Gacos
732-672-7766

nickycolorado@netscape.net
Amanda Gerson 
973-648-3660

Amanda.Gerson@dhs.state.nj.us 
Paul Grenier
609-330-8752

blindvoyager@gmail.com
Shafeka Hashash
551-697-1568

shafekah@gmail.com

Mana Hashimoto




manahdance@gmail.com
Jerilyn Higgins
973-239-8874

jdhiggins3@verizon.net
Joann Mallard
201-993-9504

winniedapooh12@gmail.com
Ines Matos 
983-648-7676

Ines.Matos@dhs.state.nj.us  
Geri McGinty 
602 576 5356 

gerimcginty@gmail.com
Holly Miller
732-610-5478

pobcnj@gmail.com

Donna Panaro




donna.panaro@dhs.state.nj.us

Mary Jo Partyka
609-888-5459

choirnfb@gmail.com

Lynn Reynolds
732-599-7420

lhr1827@optonline.net


Joseph Ruffalo
973-743-0075

nfbnj1@verizon.net
Tony Santiago
609-499-2376

ts_128@verizon.net
Barbara Shalit
973-538-3984

barbart@gti.net

Heather Smith-Bermudez
973-491-7378
hsmith-bermudez@njtransit.com
Philip So
917-770-8783

philipso@caa.columbia.edu

Ryan Stevens
856-240-1497

rysteve@comcast.net

Adam Szczepaniak
800-792-8322

aszczepaniak@njstatelib.org
Susan Vanino
973-648-2821

susan.vanino@dhs.state.nj.us
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You are cordially invited

to the

National Federation of the Blind of NJ’s 7th Annual

After the Holidays Party

Saturday, January 9, 2016
1:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Knights of Columbus Hall
94 Bridge Street, Belleville, NJ

Access Link accessible
$22 per adult; $12 for children 6- 12 years; free for children 6 & younger 

Please include a separate sheet with attendees’ names & phone numbers.

All payment must be received no later than December 31, 2015.

Make check payable to NFBNJ and mail to:

Joe Ruffalo, President

NFBNJ

254 Spruce Street

Bloomfield NJ 07003

For additional information call Joe at (973) 743-0075.

We’ll have door prizes, a sing–along, & a special appearance by jolly old Santa!

Special note: If you would like an attendee to receive a gift from Santa, please bring a wrapped gift labeled with the name of the recipient.

MISTLETOE MAGIC MENU

Holiday Tossed Garden Salad with Vinaigrette Dressing

Chicken Savoy, Eggplant Rollatini, Meatballs, Pasta with Vodka Sauce

Assorted Cold Cuts and Potato Salad

Chicken Fingers

Rolls and Butter

Homemade Holiday Desserts

Coffee, Tea and Assorted Soft Drinks

Cash bar will be available.
Please join us in celebrating the holiday season! 
We look forward to seeing all of our members, family and friends!
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