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LEGISLATIVE AGENDA OF BLIND MISSOURIANS

PRESENTED TO
THE FIRST SESSION OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRD 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

From: The National Federation of the Blind of Missouri

Date: February 11 - 12, 2025


The National Federation of the Blind of Missouri advances the lives of its members  and all blind people in Missouri. We know that blindness is not the characteristic that defines blind people or our futures. Every day we raise the expectations of blind people because low expectations create obstacles between blind people and our dreams.

We come to you, our elected officials, to share our lived experiences and propose real solutions based on our understanding of blindness. We are determined to make life better for all blind Missourians and trust that you, our elected officials, will help strengthen Missouri Statutes when our solutions make sense.

In addition, we pledge to be a resource to you and your constituents when questions about blindness and resources for the blind are needed. Thank you for meeting and listening to our concerns. 



Meeting the Needs of the DeafBlind

Our first legislative priority is to increase funding for the Missouri Support Service Provider (SSP) program. This program is for DeafBlind individuals and allows them to complete activities of daily living with the assistance of a trained professional who provides environmental information, helps ensure communication access, ensures safety of the individual, and can provide transportation as needed. The program currently receives a maximum of $300,000 annually in the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE). There are currently 80 consumers in the program who have limited-service hours (13 per month at best), and more DeafBlind individuals on the waiting list who cannot receive services due to insufficient funding. With an increase to $600,000 annually, the program would be able to accept the consumers on the waiting list, provide sufficient SSP hours for consumers (average of 10 weekly), train consumers and SSP's on how to use the program, and pay for IT systems needed to manage and administer the program. We very much appreciate your support of this program and independence for the DeafBlind community. Please support legislation that would remove the $300,000 limit which was included in the 2016 legislation that established the program. This change will enable the Department to seek additional funding when needed. 


Accessible Prescription Labeling

Taking medication as prescribed is an essential aspect of remaining healthy. This can only be done right if one has medication that is clearly labeled and instructions provided, but for too many blind and low-vision people, this is not currently the case. If the wrong medication is accidentally taken, this can result in critical illness or even death. Many people who are blind rely on the shape and size of prescription bottles, the type of lid on the bottle, the size and shape of the medication itself, or the feeling of the inscription or split lines on the medication to determine what they are taking. This is obviously inadequate since any of these can change without notice. A prescription label eliminates all of this ambiguity and also provides the all-important instructions one is to follow. Technology is available to create prescription labels that provide audible, Braille, or large-print output to ensure that everyone knows what medications they are taking. This technology allows pharmacy staff to run the prescription bottles through a label maker based on the blind persons need to make the label accessible. Sometimes a pharmacy will decide not to provide these labels because a pharmacy within 25 miles already provides the service. This ignores the difficulty blind people already have with transportation—its unavailability and cost. This barrier to access can be costly for patrons and endanger lives. Other states have legislatively addressed this priority based on the desire for businesses within their state to become compliant with the ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

We believe this priority is of immense importance! We welcome the opportunity to collaborate with you on HB360. We ask you to endorse this legislation and help the National Federation of the Blind of Missouri enhance the health and safety of all Missourians. We also encourage your support of any similar legislation that moves forward with these important provisions. This is a bipartisan priority that fundamentally improves the lives of Missourians.


Reducing the Cost of Administering the Missouri Blind Pension

This bill has one essential function, that being to  exclude the word "certified" from the legislation regarding correspondence with blind pension recipients. The well-intentioned insertion of the word "certified" has resulted in a significant burden to the state of Missouri and for blind Missourians. Blind Missourians are often forced to go to the post office to obtain mail that would otherwise be found in their mailbox. Not only is this an unnecessary annual cost for the State of Missouri, but this also reduces the time that blind Missourians have to complete the required annual recertification for the Blind Pension. The time constraint this causes, too often results in recipients being terminated and, having to file again for the Pension, and subsequently being reinstated to the Blind Pension Program. Therefore, HB 85- Mailing by State Agencies introduced by Rep. Griffith seeks along with HB 359 by Rep. Young to exclude the word "certified" from the legislation governing the Blind Pension. Many blind Missourians have experienced significant hardship due to receiving correspondence via certified mail. For the reasons highlighted above, the National Federation of the Blind of Missouri strongly endorses this legislation as presented.



For More Information Contact:

Shelia Wright, President
National Federation of the Blind of Missouri
Phone: 816-679-5258
Email: President@nfbmo.org
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