Dear Representative,

My name is ___, and I am a DeafBlind individual who participates in the Missouri Support Service Provider (SSP) program. This vital program allows me—and others like me—to work with trained Support Service Providers who assist with important daily activities such as grocery shopping, attending medical appointments, working, voting, and participating in recreational and community events. SSPs make it possible for me to access information, communicate effectively, and navigate the world safely and independently.
I am writing to ask for your support in updating the statute language that governs funding for the SSP program. Currently, the program is subject to a fixed cap that limits its ability to grow and meet increasing needs. Removing that cap would allow the Missouri Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (MCDHH) to recommend an appropriate funding level each year during the appropriation process, based on current data and demand. This flexibility would ensure the program can expand responsibly as the number of DeafBlind Missourians and service needs continue to increase.
In addition, we ask for continued legislative attention to the Scholarship Program for Independence and Education (SPIE). This program, already approved by legislators, provides DeafBlind children, their families, and adults with access to vital educational and independence-building opportunities beyond the scope of SSP services. However, current SPIE funds are limited, and many eligible individuals and families are unable to participate due to restricted resources. Expanding SPIE funding would help ensure that DeafBlind Missourians of all ages can gain the skills and confidence needed to live, learn, and contribute more fully within their communities.
Beyond supporting DeafBlind individuals, the SSP program also strengthens Missouri’s workforce. Support Service Providers are skilled professionals who make it possible for DeafBlind Missourians to live and work independently. Increasing flexibility in program funding would not only provide greater access and independence for DeafBlind participants—it would also help create more stable, part-time employment opportunities for support service providers throughout the state.
Having access to these services gives me the ability to live independently, make my own decisions, and participate fully in my community—just like anyone else. Updating the statute to allow appropriate annual funding levels is not simply about convenience; it is about ensuring equal rights, access, and opportunities for DeafBlind Missourians to live with dignity and self-determination.
Thank you for your time and consideration of this important legislation supporting independence and inclusion. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
[Your Name]
