National Federation of the Blind of the Miami Valley

February 10, 2018
Kettering-Moraine Public Library, 3496 Far Hills Ave
Introductions

Attendance: Dr. Carolyn Peters (President), Jaynine Pickens (Vice-President), Tim Janning (Treasurer), Robert Spangler (Secretary), Wanda Sloan, Amy Bonano, Karen Warner, Gary Williams, Richard Payne, Joel Carson, Gloria Robinson, Sharon Dodds, Terri More, Shirley Mcdowell, Betty Bolds and Debbie Williamitis. 

Dr. Carolyn Peters called the meeting to order at 2:00pm. She asked that people not call the church with questions about the meeting. They will just tell you to call her. Please call Dr. Peters with questions at 937-657-5134.  She said that all of the rooms at the church were full today because of events going on downtown. Amy Bonano gave the prayer.

Secretary Report
Robert Spangler read the minutes.  Richard Payne motioned to accept the minutes and Jaynine Pickens seconded.  Amy and Karen Freyvagel offered to help Robby with the Gavel report.

Treasurer Report

Tim Janning read the treasurer report.  Debbie Williamitis motioned to accept the report and Karen Warner seconded.
Text of Report

January 1, thru January 31, 2018

Brought forward: 

Checking $235.92

Savings $1,919.05  

C D $1,011.46

Net Worth $3,166.43

 INCOME:

Savings Dividend $0.13

C D Dividend $1.19

2018 chapter dues paid $24.00

Total Income $25.32

EXPENDITURES:

PAC $5.00

Total Expenses $5.00

Surplus $20.32

NEW BALANCES:

Checking $254.92

Savings $1,919.18  

C D $1,012.65

Net Worth $3,186.75

Old Business and Discussion
Committee Reports

Membership

Wanda Sloan expressed that recruiting members is difficult because people aren't clear on what the NFB is or they haven't accepted their blindness. 
Fundraising
Gary Williams said that she, Sheila and Dr. Peters had their first meeting. They're doing a fundraiser to help send people to national convention. They plan to have a fundraising event outside Walmart. She called Walmart, Sam's Club and Kroger. She talked about making different items to sell to raise money. She needs ideas for items that we can make or have people who will donate items. Wanda said that she could help. She talked about how she sold calendars. She said that the 2019 calendars are being printed. Dr. Peters asked Wanda and Gary to discuss this after the meeting.

This year we will have a spaghetti dinner and there will be a choice of meat or no meat. There will still be a salad, dessert, beverage and garlic bread. Sheila Hardy-Wilson said that the tickets will be available March meeting.  Also each person will pay $10 for the holiday party.  Dr. Peters will provide sides. The other option is that each person pay their own tab. She said that Kroger can provide a spiral ham or rotisserie chicken.

New Business/Announcements

Dr. Peters mentioned the Braille Training program and urged interested individuals to sign up. Richard talked about the listserve and how it's open to the public.  We could make it private but it works well for outreach right now. Melody Burba talked about CAG's attempt to send a letter to all governor candidates on the importance of increasing funding to public transit.

Jaynine talked about doing a food give-away. Each member would spend $5 to buy something from the grocery store. We could then bag them and give them to the community. She would also make flyers. Dr. Peters provided examples of how the chapter does participate in the community. She suggested that Jaynine form a committee to discuss the plans. She also said that we may need more money than what members provide to put this on. Richard said that we could also collect items and donate them to a church that already has the outreach and could distribute the items. Amy said that we could collect once a month and choose a different place each time. Dr. Peters said that we could also help prepare food at the food banks. Gloria Robinson and Sharon Dodds also offered their assistance.
In April, we will help give out information on how to chapter build in Toledo. There will be a twelve-passenger van for a one-day trip to Toledo on April 14. Richard said that this will be an informational seminar.  We will also mail out some literature. 

National convention:
, July 3 through July 10, 2018 
Please make your hotel reservations if you have not done so. Also, please be sure to invite someone to share a room with you 

and get the process started - do not wait. 
State convention:

Mark your calendars 

November 2 third and fourth, 2018 
Strongsville, Ohio Cleveland area 
Please  start preparing, we had great attendance last year.

President payne will be up for reelection and it is imperative that the 

membership of the Miami Valley chapter support his endeavor.

Karen Freyvogel talked about adaptive equipment scholarships that will be available through Goodwill. First-time applicants can apply for a grant up to $600. The application must be signed by someone able to verify legal blindness. 

Adjourned: 3:45pm (approximate)
