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“WELCOME” FROM THE OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Officers:
Amy Buresh, President, Lincoln
Jeff Altman, First Vice President, Lincoln
Nancy Oltman, Second Vice President, Hastings
Jamie Forbis, Secretary, North Platte
Cheryl Livingston, Treasurer, Lincoln
Members of the Board of Directors: 
Karen Anderson, Lincoln
Shane Buresh, Lincoln
Mike Hansen, Lincoln
Carol Jenkins, Omaha
Karen Lemmon, Whitney
Robert Newman, Omaha
ABOUT THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND OF NEBRASKA
The National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska is a statewide organization composed primarily of blind Nebraskans. We are a proud state affiliate of the National Federation of the Blind, Inc., a 50,000-plus strong national membership non-profit organization. We are the blind speaking for ourselves.
We know that blind people have often lived tragic lives and we know that even now blindness can be defeating. But we also know why. It is not blindness in and of itself, but society's devastating attitude about it that constitutes our burden. We, the blind of today, have carried out a revolution and have won our independence. We have written our own philosophy, we have found our own direction, and we have learned to speak with our own voice—the National Federation of the Blind. We have taken our future into our own hands and we are changing what it means to be blind. We are the voice of the nations blind!
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND PLEDGE
I pledge to participate actively in the efforts of the National Federation of the Blind to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to abide by its constitution.
CHAPTERS AND DIVISIONS OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND OF NEBRASKA
Lincoln Chapter
Shane Buresh, President (402) 465-5468
Monthly meetings third Saturday
Omaha Chapter
Carol Jenkins, President (402) 779-1990
Monthly meetings third Thursday
Panhandle Chapter
Karen Lemmon, President (308) 667-2054
Monthly meetings via conference call and in rotating schedules around the Panhandle, call Karen for details
Platte Valley Chapter
Jamie Forbis, President (308) 534-4677
Monthly meetings second Saturday
Nebraska Association of Blind Students
Karen Anderson, President (402) 319-7645
Quarterly meetings
Senior Division
Fatos Floyd, President (402) 474-9222
Monthly tele-conference meetings
STAY CONNECTED AND IN THE KNOW!
Follow the National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska on Twitter! Visit http://www.twitter.com/nfbn to receive affiliate news and updates.
Stay connected with your fellow Nebraska Federationists by joining our state e-mail listserv. This list allows you to receive affiliate and national announcements. To sign up, visit www.nfbnet.org.  Visit us online at http://www.ne.nfb.org.
FUNDING THE MOVEMENT
Get On the PAC Plan!

At the 1974 national board meeting, E.U. Parker came up with the idea of what we first called the Bank Draft Pledge System to help finance the Federation. This system is now called the Pre-Authorized Contribution (PAC) Plan. The PAC Plan has come to be an ever-more important part of financing the movement. According to the chairman of the NFB’s PAC committee, Scott LaBarre, the Federation has raised more than $10,000,000 over the years through the PAC Plan. 
The PAC Plan allows members, affiliates, chapters, and others to give a regular and automatic donation to the Federation every month. All you have to provide is your checking or savings account identification information. Because of the costs associated with operating the program, the minimum donation is $5 a month and there is no restriction on how much you donate.
Barbara Loos chairs our PAC efforts. Please contact Barbara to begin a new PAC contribution or to make changes to your current contribution.
Text2Give!

The NFB has launched the Text2Give program, a fundraising effort focused on improving education and technology for blind Americans and supporting other NFB initiatives. The Text2Give program enables anyone with a cellular telephone to give a $10 contribution by text message on the spot. 
The contributions will go to the NFB Imagination Fund, which supports the education, technology, and research projects of the NFB Jernigan Institute, as well as programs conducted by the fifty-two affiliates and over seven hundred local chapters of the Federation. The Imagination Fund helps provide innovative programs that encourage blind youth to participate in scientific careers and help seniors adjust to vision loss. By encouraging friends, family, and others to text the word BLIND to 85944, you can help raise critical funds for NFB programs at the local, state, and national levels.
Sahar’s Beaded Creations!

From now until the end of October, Sahar's Beaded Creations will donate 20%
of sales to the NFB of Nebraska. Please go to www.saharscreations.com to find
one-of-a-kind, handcrafted beaded jewelry. At checkout, enter the code NFB.
You get 10% off and the NFB of Nebraska gets 20% of the sale. Please help me to
support the National Federation of the Blind, an organization that changes
lives. With the belief that blindness is a characteristic and not a
handicap, and with the desire to make it possible for all blind people to
gain security, equality, and opportunity, the NFB is changing what it means
to be blind.
Warm regards, Sahar Husseini
Sensational Scentsy Fund-raiser!
Hello! My name is Cassie Phillips and I am an Independent Scentsy Consultant.
What is Scentsy? Scentsy is a safe alternative to burning candles.
Distinctive Scentsy warmers melt specially formulated wax with the
heat of a low-watt light bulb, enhancing your home with more than 80
Scentsy fragrances safely, with no flame, smoke or soot. We also offer a Layers line that includes lotions, shower gels, body sprays and much, much more.
I have been privileged enough to work with the NFBN Lincoln Chapter on a fundraiser. I would like to offer something similar to the National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska. 10% of all proceeds from sales on October 25th will be donated to the state-wide organization.
Thank you for allowing me to share my products with you today! To
learn more, visit www.cassiephillips.scentsy.us or feel free to
contact me at 402-641-0557.
Cassie Phillips
NABS Snack Delivery

Feeling peckish? Need something to sip on? Too engrossed in the
awesome presenter to contemplate moving? Have we got the solution for
you! Once again, as in previous years*, the Nebraska Association of
Blind Students has teamed up with the artificial intelligence** known
as MunchieBot to offer you delivery of snack food and drinks directly
from Snack Central to your seat***. To summon a Munchie Minion, simply
send a text to (443) 341-4632 with the keyword order, followed by the
items you would like, your name, and where you are sitting. This year,
MunchieBot will provide other services as well: don't remember what
snacks/drinks we have? Send the keyword menu. Want to order a sandwich
for the trip home Sunday? Text the keyword Sandwich and MunchieBot
will walk you through the process. Want to know the score of the
Husker Game? Kickoff is at 11:00 and we know you wouldn't want to do
anything silly like listen during the convention. Text score, and
MunchieBot will update you whenever the score changes. And as always,
MunchieBot reminds you, "don't be a dip, please remember to tip."
* "Years," might be a slight exaggeration
** "intelligence" might as well
*** Delivery is limited to Thursday evening through the close of
convention Sunday, and to the immediate surrounding area of the
convention meetings. sorry, no Sunday afternoon deliveries to your
home. You know who you are.
CONVENTION ARRANGEMENTS

If you have any questions about convention arrangements, contact Mike Hansen, Convention Arrangements Chair.
All persons taking advantage of the reduced room rates offered by the Quality Inn for this convention are required to register with the convention and to pay the registration fee of $20.00.
DEMONSTRATIONS

Vendors will be here Friday to demonstrate their products. Please take note, Dave Oertli, Director of Talking Book and Braille Services will be here at 3:00 P.M. and throughout the convention to demonstrate the new BARD Mobile App and answer individual consumer questions regarding library services. Come visit them and NFBN chapters and divisions in the Niobrara/Dismal River Rooms.
AUDIO DART MASTER CHALLENGE:
SPONSORED BY THE NFBN LINCOLN CHAPTER

Come take your best shot at being the high thrower on the Audio Dart Master Dartboard, currently the worlds only fully talking accessible dart board for both home and dart league use. $10 gets you an opportunity to play. Each player will have a chance to throw 15 darts over 5 rounds. Of course, you can register to play as many times as you like. Up to 8 can play at once, so bring your friends and play against one another. The 3 highest scorers will be squaring off in a final round Friday afternoon.
The Audio Dart Master dart board will be located in the Caboose Room from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
NABS Idol
Did you know that inside every person there is a talented diva or rock star
just bursting to emerge? No? Well, now you do. It's statistically proven and
everything.
Let out your inner singing sensation at this year's seventh annual NABS
Idol! Come join us after Saturday's banquet to perform a number or two, 
cheer on your friends, and support the student division! New this year is
our first-ever duets competition! So if you're too shy to perform yourself, 
you can enlist the help of a friend.
As always, the price is $5 per performer per song. Please contact Kayde
Rieken (kayde.dawn@gmail.com) with the name of the song you'd like to
perform and whether or not you need an accompanying track.
There is music in your soul; set it free!

SHAKE IT UP!

You may be the lucky winner of a fabulous door prize!
Names will be drawn throughout the general sessions and banquet. To be eligible to win, you only need to be registered and be present when your name is drawn. All donations of door prizes should be clearly labeled in Braille and print and turned in to Jamie Forbis, Door Prize Chairperson. 
CONVENTION AGENDA
Note: Please be courteous and turn off all cell phones, pagers, radios, MP3 players, IPods etc. during convention meetings and the banquet.
Thursday, October 24, 2013

8:00 to 11:00 P.M.: Welcome Reception—North Platte River Room. Hosted by the Platte Valley Chapter, come enjoy food, fellowship and a warm welcome to North Platte 

Friday, October 25, 2013
7:30 to 8:30 A.M.: At Large Chapter Organizational Breakfast—East Bound Room, Jamie Forbis and Amy Buresh, Coordinators. If you feel disconnected and like you live in the middle of nowhere or are without a local chapter, then come to this breakfast and help us lay the foundation for a new chapter
8:00 to 10:00 A.M.: Registration—Outside the Niobrara River Room. Mike Hansen, Convention Arrangements Chair
Registration Costs
Registration: $20
Banquet: $40
Senior Division Luncheon: $20
Student Division Luncheon: $20
All convention participants must register to be eligible for door prizes, hotel convention rates, and to participate in convention activities. Both print and Braille agendas are available at the registration desk. 
8:30 A.M. to 10:00 A.M.: Non-24-Hour Sleep Wake Disorder Overview—Calimus River Room, Shane Buresh, Ever Lee Hairston and Annie Gallagher with Vanda Pharmaceuticals, Facilitators. Come learn about the unique connection between vision and the sleep-wake cycle. Many people have occasional trouble sleeping. Chronic circadian rhythm disorders are much more serious—and can disrupt the ability to adhere to a typical 24-hour schedule. Non-24-Hour Disorder (Non-24) is a serious, rare, and chronic circadian rhythm disorder that affects 70% of people who are totally blind and lack light perception. Non-24 is common in people who are totally blind because without light perception, the master body clock is unable to sync with the 24-hour day-night cycle. Overall, about 65,000-95,000 people in the United States are estimated to have Non-24.

Most people have a master body clock that naturally runs longer than 24 hours, and light is the primary environmental cue that resets it to 24 hours each day. People with Non-24 have a master body clock that continually delays, putting them to sleep later and later each day, turning night into day and day into night, until the cycle starts all over again. People who are blind and living with Non-24 report that Non-24 can be highly disruptive, making it difficult to do well in school, hold down a job, or maintain relationships. Come learn about treatment and on-going research in this critical issue.

9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.: Exhibits—Niobrara/Dismal River Room.

9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.: Audio Dart Master Challenge—Caboose Room.
10:30 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.: Tools for Student Success—Calimus Room, Presented by the Nebraska Association of Blind Students.
We all know college can be stressful and it isn't always just the
academics. We also have to figure out how to travel around campus, handle
the cafeteria, and explore all those new social opportunities. Have you ever
wondered how other blind students handle these pressures? Maybe you want the chance to ask questions of fellow blind students and mentors, look at useful technology, and network for your future? If so, come to our NABS get-together at this year's state convention! Join us to gain valuable knowledge for the years ahead, and also share some of your own!
9:00 A.M. to 11:00A.M.: Reading On the Go—Snake River Room, Nancy Coffman, Facilitator. From Overdrive to Kindle and which apps are good and which are not, come learn all about what’s current in accessible ways to read the printed word. 

11:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.: Resources Revisited: Senior Division Luncheon and Meeting—North Loupe River Room, Fatos Floyd, President.
Unfortunately, many blind and visually impaired seniors believe that if blindness comes during their later years, life's major activities must come to an end. We know differently and we want to share our knowledge with those who hunger for it. We will review, discuss and provide a handout of all the resources our membership has found and feel that a senior must know, be they a service which is local, state, or national. 
11:30- Registration 
12:00- Luncheon 
1:30-4:00- Annual Meeting 
4:00-5:00- Apple iPhone Training 
5:00-7:00- Senior Hospitality (Seek Karen Lemmon’s room).
1:00 P.M. to 2:00 P.M.: Blind Parent Power: Round Table—Calimus River Room, Shane Buresh, Facilitator.
1:00 to 3:00 P.M.: Mac Training —Snake River Room. 
Strides in technology have made it an indispensable tool in the classroom, in the student’s study tool kit and in the work environment. Learn all about the Mac and what it can do. Presented by technology staff at the Nebraska Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired. 
3:00 to 5:00 P.M.: Registration—Outside the Niobrara River Room, Mike Hansen, Convention Arrangements Chair.
Registration Costs
Registration: $20
Banquet: $40
Senior Division Luncheon: $20
Student Division Luncheon: $20
All convention participants must register to be eligible for door prizes, hotel convention rates, and to participate in convention activities. Both print and braille agendas are available at the registration desk. 
4:00 to 5:00 P.M.: Rookie Round-Up—South Loupe River Room, Carol Jenkins, Facilitator.
If you are new to our convention, then this is a must attend event. You’ll have a chance to meet and hear from Federation leaders and learn first-hand who and what we are all about.
7:00 to 8:00 P.M.: Board of Directors Meeting—South Platte River Room, all are welcome.
8:00 P.M.: Resolutions Committee—South Platte River Room, Barbara Loos, Resolutions Committee Chair.
9:00 PM to 9:30 P.M.: Bye Bye Miss American Pie— parking lot, If you raised $100.00 or more for the 2013 Walk for Independence, or if you would like to donate today, you can take your best shot at throwing a pie in the face of your favorite NFBN board member. 

9:30 PM to 12:00 P.M. Not-So-Silent Auction—North Platte River Rooms.
A cash bar will be available.
Saturday, October 25, 2013
7:00 A.M.: Nominating Committee (closed meeting)—Nancy Oltman, Nominating Committee Chair.
7:30 to 8:15 A.M.: Registration—Outside Niobrara River Room, Mike Hansen, Convention Arrangements Chair.
Registration Costs
Registration: $20
Banquet: $40
Senior Division Luncheon: $20
Student Division Luncheon: $20
All convention participants must register to be eligible for door prizes, hotel convention rates, and to participate in all convention activities. Both print and Braille agendas are available at the registration desk. 
8:30 A.M.: Opening of General Session—South Platte River Room.
Call to Order: Amy Buresh, President, National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska 
Invocation: Chris Turner, First Vice-President, National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska, Platte Valley Chapter. 
8:45 A.M.: Welcome To North Platte: Dwight Livingston, Mayor of North Platte.
8:50 A.M.: Housekeeping and Announcements: Mike Hansen, Convention Arrangements Chair. 
9:10 A.M.: A Bridge between Baltimore and You: The National Report Ever Lee Hairston, National Representative; Member, Board of Directors, National Federation of the Blind.
10:10 A.M.: Firing Up Your Engine: Why Attend a National Convention: How It Inspired and Changed My Life: Anna Givens, Member NFBN.
10:20 A.M.: Blazing New Trails: Jumping At the Chance To Show Our Capabilities: The Blind and Sky Diving. Stephanie Wagle and Kelly Coleman, Members, Board of Directors, Nebraska Association of Blind Students.
10:40 A.M.: Funding the Freight: How to Afford Accessible Technology on Your Own: Nancy Coffman, Member, NFBN Lincoln Chapter.
11:00 A.M.: Rails and Tales: News from the Nebraska Library Commission Talking Book and Braille Services. David Oertli, Director, Lincoln, Nebraska.
11:40 A.M.: A Conductor of Information: NFB-Newsline® On the Phone, On Demand, and On the Go! Jamie Forbis, Newsline® Coordinator; Secretary, National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska. 
12:00 P.M.: Adjourn Morning Session.
12:00 P.M. to 1:45 P.M.: Student Division Luncheon—Loupe River Room, Karen Anderson, President, Nebraska Association of Blind Students. 
All are welcome, but we especially encourage any high school and college students to attend this informative meeting.
2:00 P.M.: Opening of Afternoon General Session—South Platte River Room.
2:05 P.M.: Just Around The Bend: A New Light At The End of An Old Tunnel: Change is Possible: How You Can Improve Transportation in Your Town, Mike Davis, Executive Director, Startran, Lincoln, Nebraska.
2:20 P.M.: Is It Really The End of the Line: New Life For Your Old Wheels, NFBN’s Vehicle Donation Program, Jeff Altman, Coordinator. 

2:30 P.M.: Keeping Your Engine Full of Steam: Non-24-Hour Sleep Wake Disorder: Ever Lee Hairston, Ambassador, and Annie Gallagher, Vanda Pharmaceuticals. 
2:45 P.M.: Steering The Train Down The Tracks Of Success: Commission Board Report, Mike Hansen, National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska, Designee to the NCBVI Board of Commissioners. 
3:00 P.M.: All Aboard For Partnership: Federation and Rehabilitation, Nebraska Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired Report, Pearl Van Zandt, Ph.D., Executive Director, Nebraska Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired.
3:30 P.M. “I Think I Can.” “I Think I Can.” The Little Engine That Could: The Importance of Structured Discovery and Center-based Immersion Training: Panel Discussion: Jeff Altman, Moderator.
4:15 P.M.: Stoking Your Fire Box For Life: The Federation in the Heart and Soul of Our Members— Why I Am a Federationist, Shane Buresh, Member, Board of Directors, National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska. 
A member speaks from the heart about how blindness has affected his life and how the Federation has made a difference.
4:40 P.M.: Reports and Resolutions. 
5:00 P.M.: Adjourn Afternoon Session.
6:00 P.M.: Cocktail Reception/Cash Bar—Loupe River Room.
7:00 P.M.: Annual NFBN Banquet, Loupe River Room, 
Emcee: Barbara Loos.
Invocation: Cheryl Livingston, Treasurer, National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska.
Keynote Address: Ever Lee Hairston, National Representative; Member, Board of Directors, National Federation of the Blind. 
Scholarships: Shane Buresh, Scholarship Chair.
10:00 P.M.: NABS Idol— Loup River Room.
Come win some prizes, cheer on your friends and fellow Federationists or simply socialize with friends. All proceeds benefit the Student Division. A cash bar will be available.
Sunday, October 27, 2013
9:00 A.M. Non-Denominational Devotional Service —South Platte River Room, Chris Turner, First vice President, Platte Valley Chapter, Coordinator.
9:30 A.M.: Opening of Business Meeting—South Platte River Room.
Invocation: Nancy Oltman, Second Vice President, National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska.
Open Forum: Where Have We Been And Where Are We Going? What Do You Want To See Us Work On In The Next Year?
Reports:
A. Honor Roll call of chapters and divisions.

B. Minutes of the 2012 Convention.
C. Treasurer's Report.
D. Resolutions.
E. Nominating Committee Report.
Elections.
12:00 P.M.: Adjourn.
SPECIAL THANKS FROM THE STATE PRESIDENT
To those who helped with registration, welcomed new members, assisted with hospitality, served on committees, collected door prizes and auction items, your efforts are truly appreciated. This is OUR Federation! We built it and we will continue to grow it.
To our distinguished guests and presenters, thank you for your service and your commitment to increasing opportunities for blind children and adults in Nebraska.
To those who contributed to PAC, sold raffle tickets and participated in all the fund-raisers needed to support our organization, your generosity and sacrifice make our programs possible.
To state and chapter officers, your support and dedication are invaluable. Thank you for spreading our message.
To my colleague, Ever Lee Hairston, thank you so much for your words of wisdom, leadership and inspiration.
To the staff of the Quality Inn, we appreciate your excellent service.
To my family, thank you for being a constant source of humility, strength, comfort, laughter, and light. XOXO always and forever!
To each member, thank you for your never-ending enthusiasm, love, sacrifice, and tireless commitment to our organization. Together, we are forever changing what it means to be blind and working to create a brighter future for the blind of our state and nation.
—Amy Buresh
BATTLE SONG OF THE NFB

(Copyright, Josephine Huff and Floyd S. Field, 1969)
Tune: "Battle Hymn of the Republic"
1. Blind eyes have seen the vision of the Federation way; New white cane legislation brings the dawn of a new day; The right of the blind to organize is truly here to stay; Our cause goes marching on.
Chorus: Glory, glory Federation; Glory, glory Federation; Glory, glory Federation; Our cause goes marching on.
2. We have seen it in the actions of four hundred chapters strong; Good leadership and courage have righted many wrongs; Let's aid NFB programs and join in its battle song; Our cause goes marching on.
Chorus
3. TenBroek has sounded trumpet which shall never sound retreat; We have sifted out the hearts of blind before our judgment seat; Oh, be swift, all blind to answer, and be jubilant your feet; Our cause goes marching on.
Chorus
4. To aid the blind's long struggle, we have formed the NFB; To free them from their bondage of workshop and agency; To give a hand to all the blind, wherever they may be; Our cause goes marching on.
Chorus
