National Federation of the Blind of NE
Lincoln Chapter
Meeting Minutes June 21, 2025


The Lincoln Chapter meeting was held at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church and via Zoom.  President Coleman called the meeting to order at 10:02 am. 18 members were present including 7 Board members.  Alek Balaberda was our guest and Doug Peterson, a member of the NFBN Senior Division and a current Center student, was also present. The pledges were recited.  Secretary Livingston read the minutes for May 2025. There were no corrections.  Who moved to approve the minutes?  The motion carried. Treasurer Kramer read the treasurer’s report for May.  Chery Livingston moved, and Jeremy Richey seconded, to accept the treasurer’s report as read.  The motion carried.  

Affiliate report
President Jamie Richey reported that she assisted with the Silver Summit conference in May and the College workshop in June, both of which were sponsored by NCBVI.  She announced that there are still rooms available at the Sheraton for National Convention and that registration must now be done at the convention.  She also asked whoever is attending the convention to please say aye.  Several members responded.  The Nebraska caucus will be held on July 9 at 9 p.m. Linda Mentink will be handling the banquet exchange so please bring your banquet ticket.  The NFBN Board of Directors will meet in Kearney at the Holiday Inn, the site of the 2026 convention, on August 2.  The meeting will begin at 8:30 am.  Unfortunately, the BELL program for this year had to be cancelled due to some plans that fell through at the last minute.  We will be discussing a future joint BELL program with the Iowa affiliate and the chapter can still use Give to Lincoln funds to purchase necessary items for the program   

NCBVI Report
NCBVI Executive Director and NFBN member Carlos Servan reported that the honeymoon for having the Commission fully staffed is over as some staff have either left or will be leaving in the near future.  The Commission  hosted a new program called Step to Wages, which is a one-week program to give young people a taste of what the Wages program is like.  Project Independence will be happening and a person who builds Lego sets will give a presentation, and each participant will receive a Lego set.  There will also be a visit from some scientists who will show the participants how to print 3D objects from space.  The Commission was not able to obtain funding for an SSP (Support Service Provider) program.  

The Presidential release was played.  

Disability Pride
The chapter has a table reserved for July 26, the date of the event.  There is no cost for the table.  The hours will be approximately 9 am to 1 pm.  President Coleman. will work at the table and he encouraged others to come and work or to attend.  We will be handing out literature and koozies, meeting the public, and discussing blindness and the NFB.    He gave a brief explanation of what the Disability Pride event was about.

Chapter Picnic
A reservation has been made at Roberts Park for the picnic to be held on July 19 from 10 am to 1 pm.  Hog Wild will arrive at 11:30 to cater the meal.  Audra Kramer moved that the chapter charge $10 for the meal and cover the balance from the Give to Lincoln outreach funds.  Cheryl Livingston seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  Jamie Richey moved and Audra Kramer seconded to cancel the July chapter meeting.  The motion carried.  	

Barbara Loos reported on the Tactile Reading and Graphics Conference in Amsterdam which she and Brad attended.  They also visited the school for the blind in the Netherlands.  The Looses were also in New York City recently and visited one of the public libraries where Federationist and library employee Chancey Fleet was holding a forum on learning about Braille.  The Looses learned about a company called Touch Graphics and Barbara passed around several tactile items including a tactile map of the Grand Canyon and a tactile reading book.

Resolution regarding a vending site at the Multimodal Transportation Center	
Sania Kellogg read the resolution as follows:
Regarding Food Service in the Multimodal Transportation Center (MMTC)
WHEREAS, the National Federation of the Blind (NFB) aims to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind at national, state and local levels; and
WHEREAS, the National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska Lincoln Chapter (NFBNLC) is a local chapter of the NFB; and
WHEREAS, the Randolph-Sheppard Act, enacted by the U.S. Congress and signed into law in 1936, provides blind individuals with economic opportunities to achieve self sufficiency through operating vending facilities on federal property; and
WHEREAS, Nebraska's Act codified in Neb. Rev. Stat. § 71-8611, was established to pursue the complementary goal "of providing blind persons with remunerative employment, enlarging the economic opportunities of blind persons", as approximately 70% of working-age blind adults are either unemployed or under-employed; and
WHEREAS, the Randolph-Sheppard Act and its Nebraska corollary are meant to ensure that blind vendors are given priority to operate vending facilities (e.g., cafeterias, snack bars, and automatic vending machines) on public properties; and
WHEREAS, the state statute designates the Nebraska Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired (NCBVI) to "administer and operate vending facilities programs pursuant to the federal Randolph-Sheppard Act" and
WHEREAS, the Nebraska State Legislature included language expressing the legislative intent of the bill to include city, county, and municipality owned or controlled properties within the scope of the law as follows, "Blind persons licensed by [NCBVI] pursuant to its rules and regulations are authorized to operate vending facilities … on any property owned or controlled by any county, city, or municipality with the approval of the local governing body, when, in the judgment of the director of [NCBVI], such vending facilities may be properly and satisfactorily operated by blind persons"; and
WHEREAS, NCBVI, through its Nebraska Business Enterprise, is known to have a sterling reputation for supporting its blind vendors in providing successful customer focused vending facilities; and
WHEREAS, it is our understanding that the MMTC will ultimately be controlled by the City of Lincoln; and
WHEREAS, on December 12, 2024 the StarTran Advisory Board adopted a resolution expressing its strong support for awarding NCBVI the opportunity to provide vending services in the Multimodal Transportation Center:
Now, therefore, BE IT RESOLVED by the National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska Lincoln Chapter in meeting assembled this twenty-first day of June, 2025, in the City of Lincoln, Nebraska, that we whole-heartedly urge the Lincoln City Council  to approve giving a priority to a licensed blind vendor in the Nebraska Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired Nebraska Business Enterprise to operate the vending facility at the planned Multimodal Transportation Center.
Peg Halverson moved and Amy Buresh seconded to adopt the resolution as read.  The motion carried.  President Coleman will email the resolution to the Lincoln City Council and the Mayor’s office.

Christmas Party
Audra Kramer moved and Cheryl Livingston seconded to hold our annual Christmas party on December 6, 2025 from 11 am to 2 pm  The motion carried.  The chapter will discuss the location at the August meeting.  

President Coleman mentioned that Nebraska has a statewide homestead exemption for those  over 65 or disabled.  There is a very specific list of disabilities and  blindness is not on the list.  We may want to think about whether we want to change the law to include blind people.  A resolution was brought before the NFB of Nebraska board of directors about 20 years ago to include the blind in the group of disabled individuals to be exempt.  The motion did not pass for philosophical reasons.  A good amount of discussion followed regarding homestead exemptions for the blind.

Announcements
Last Saturday the Veteran’s Festival occurred at Antelope Park.  Brad Loos was in attendance representing the National Federation of the Blind and the National Association of Blind Veterans, a division of the NFB.  
Audra Kramer announced that Teri Lynn Nuts had closed.  The Lincoln chapter had been able to fundraise through purchasing their products.  
Barbara Loos recently attended the stakeholders meeting of NCECBVI.  A tactile listing of what was on the school’s logo and a tactile image of the logo itself were provided to Barbara but she couldn’t bring these to the meeting because of their size.
Calvin Follett of Christian Record Services provided Barbara with some pdf documents regarding their services.  She encouraged people to check them out for accessibility.  She is glad that they are reaching out to us to work with them on making their documents accessible.  Diane Thurber is retiring as Director of Christian Record.  They do not have a replacement yet.  Christian Record will be attending the NFB National convention as an exhibitor.

Brags and Drags
Cheryl bragged that her kitty is feeling better.
Jamie and Jeremy bragged that they bought the D canes business and they are calling it Next Steps Access.  
Chuck bragged that he took part in a successful camp out last week.  He dragged that the second campout is the same weekend as the picnic so he will have to miss it.  
Geralyn dragged that she can’t attend the chapter Christmas party  because Chappell is having a Christmas party at the same time.
The Looses bragged that their daughter Emma has graduated from college and they were able to attend the graduation ceremony in New York City.
Barbara bragged that her grandson Jameson is working on an accessible project and she is helping him with it. 
.Jeff Scheer bragged that his wife is writing a sugar, dairy, and gluten--free cookbook.  
With no further business, Cheryl Livingston moved and Jeremy Richey seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 12:11 pm.  
The quarter raffle was won by Jamie Richey.

