National Federation of the Blind of NE
Lincoln Chapter
Meeting Minutes August 16, 2025


The Lincoln Chapter meeting was held at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church and via Zoom.  President Coleman called the meeting to order at 10:06 am. 13 members were present including 5 Board members.  Many members were absent due to the Nebraska Business Enterprise retreat happening this weekend.  Sarah Buresh was present as a guest.  Doug Peterson, a member of the NFBN Senior Division and a current Center student, was also present. The pledges were recited.  Due to the lack of a quorum when the meeting started, the Secretary and Treasurer reports were postponed until later in the meeting The Presidential Release was played.  A suggestion was made for the chapter to record some “usual endings” for the release and submit them.  The chapter did have a quorum after some more members joined the meeting, so Secretary Livingston read the secretary’s report.  Corrections were made.  Jamie Richey moved, and Nancy Coffman seconded, to approve the minutes and send to history@ne.nfb.org.   The motion carried. Nancy Coffman read the Treasurer’s report as Treasurer Kramer is ill.  Cheryl Livingston moved, and Jamie Richey seconded to accept the report as read.    The motion carried,

Affiliate report
NFBN President Jamie Richey reported that Nebraska had 87 people in attendance at the National Convention and we were number 7 in the attendance rankings.  The National Convention will be held in Austin, TX from July 3-8 in 2026.  The NFBN board meeting was held August 2 in Kearney.  Some topics of discussion were the Homestead Act and drafting a resolution in support of exemptions for the blind and upcoming events for Beam month coming up in October, including a walk for independence.  Kimberly Scherbarth, Bob Burns, and Karen Moritz are the planning committee.  
Barbara Loos mentioned that the Pershing tactile mural was installed at the Nebraska History Museum on June 23.  She encouraged everyone to promote it.  Ashley Rucker is a blind employee at the museum and is working to make the museum more tactile.  Jamie Richey suggested that President Coleman invite Ms. Rucker to come to the September meeting and give a presentation about her work with the museum.  There will be a celebration of both the mural at Wyuka Park and the tactile mural at the Nebraska History Museum in the future, possibly at the same time.  Nancy Coffman suggested that the chapter may want to consider using some of the Give to Lincoln funds reserved for museum accessibility to help fund the celebration.

NCBVI Commission Report
Cheryl Livingston, Commission Board member and designee of the NFB of Nebraska reported that the meeting was held on August f in Lincoln in conjunction with the WAGES banquet.  Election of board positions occurred, and the slate of officers is as follows: Brent Heyen, Commission Board Chair, Cheryl Livingston, Commission Board Vice-Chair, and Linda Mentink, Commission Board Secretary.  The focus topic was Pre-Employment Transition Services presented by Erin Brandyberry.  Some agency positions have been filled but there are a few more positions yet to fill.   

Old Business

Chapter Resolution
Mark emailed the city council members with the resolution passed by the chapter concerning having a vendor at the Multimodal Transportation Center and got some positive feedback from some of the Council members.  President Coleman plans to attend the next Lincoln City Councill meeting this coming Monday.
Chapter Picnic
The chapter picnic was well attended, and everyone had a good time.  Hog Wild provided the food and tandem bike rides were offered by Mike Hansen.  
Disability Pride
President Coleman and Ronnie and Sania Kellogg worked at the Disability Pride event.  A good number of koozies and brochures were handed out.  Nebraska Appleseed came by and said they are trying to make the state capitol more accessible.
Salt Dogs
Nancy Coffman reported that more than 50 people attended, which is the number we needed to make any money.    There was discussion about the inaccessibility of the web site to purchase Salt Dogs tickets, and it has been difficult to work with management at times.  Nancy Coffman and Jamie Richey will work together to find solutions to some of these issues.  One possible solution would be to get paper tickets to sell. 
Christmas party
The Christmas party will be held December 6 from 11 am to 2 pm.  After some discussion, Nancy Coffman moved, and Audra Kramer seconded to hold the party at Mazatlan Mexican restaurant.  The motion carried.  

Announcements
Nancy Coffman announced that Sower Books, a children’s bookstore at 70th and Vine, supports various events.  She suggested reading Braile books to the children on the 2nd Saturday of October for BEAM month.
Barbara Loos announced that the board of Christian Record Service will hold its next meeting in February 2026.  She is still looking for someone to replace her on the board  
Barbara announced that Mary Ellen Gabias has a Braille Catholic Bible available for someone who wants to give it a good home. 
Audra Kramer informed the chapter that she will not be able to attend the September chapter meeting because her dad will be in Omaha, and she wants to spend some time with him.  

Brags and Drags
Nancy bragged that she and her husband Dan are going to Virginia next Monday on vacation to visit her brother.  
Cheryl bragged that she had her kidney biopsy.  The procedure went well, and she got to stay with Doug and Chris Boone overnight.  
Barbara dragged that she broke her leg but is home now.  Barbara will see the doctor on Thursday and hopefully will have some news about getting rid of the boot or the bandage.
Jamie bragged that she and Jeremy fulfilled their first order of Next Steps Access canes. 
Mark dragged that his cat passed away at age 161/2 years.
Sarah bragged that she is starting 6th grade.  She also bragged that she has been to several volleyball camps and got to work with several UNL volleyball players.  Sarah tried out and is going to be on a volleyball team.  
No further business was brought before the chapter.  Makenzie Gray won the quarter raffle. Nancy Coffman moved, and Cheryl Livington seconded to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 11;56 am.  









