National Federation of the Blind of NE
Lincoln Chapter
Meeting Minutes September 20, 2025

The Lincoln Chapter meeting was held at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church and via Zoom.
President Coleman was away at a job-related workshop. First Vice-President Nancy Coffman presided over the meeting and called the meeting to order at 10:00 am.  11 members were present including 6 board members.  The pledges were recited.  The Presidential Release was played.  Secretary Livingston read the August minutes and corrections were made.  Ronnie Kellogg moved, and Jamie Richey seconded, to approve the minutes with corrections and send to history@ne.nfb.org.  The motion carried.  Nancy Coffman read the treasurer’s report as Treasurer Kramer was absent due to a family commitment.  Ronnie Kellogg moved, and Amy Eidenmiller seconded, to  accept the treasurer’s report as read.  The motion carried.  

Affiliate report
NFBN President Jamie Richey reported that she, Jeremy Richey, Connie Daly and Bob Burns attended the protest rally in Des Moines, Iowa on September 16.  The rally was conducted to protest the decision by Iowa agency director Stacy Cervenka to not require the use of sleep shades in the training center.  On Friday, September 19, the Iowa Commission Board, which has only 2 members, decided to approve Ms. Cervenka’s decision regarding sleep shades.  President Richey is looking for volunteers to help with a career mentoring workshop hosted by the NFB.  The workshop will be held on September 24 and 25 at the Nebraska Center for the Blind.  The Nebraska Walk for Independence will be held October 4 and 5 in conjunction with BEAM.  Each chapter and division will host their own walk to raise funds for the affiliate.  Registration is available online and is $25.  If a person collects at least $100 in pledges, their registration will be refunded.  There will be prizes for the walkers who collect the most money in pledges.  The next NFBN board meeting is planned for November.  
Barbara Loos reported about the tactile mural.  She and Brad have gone to see it, and it is quite remarkable.   We have been working with Liz Shea-McCoy on a celebration which will happen on Tuesday, October 21, from 12 pm – 1 pm at the Nebraska History Museum.  John Olsen will give a PowerPoint presentation on how he creates tactile art.  Barbara is urging everyone to attend the celebration and fill up the 90-seat auditorium.  The Lincoln chapter helped to make the tactile mural a reality.  It belongs to us, and we are very glad to be able to connect with people who support us and our vision of what art can be.  
Commission report
Commission Board member and NFB member Cheryl Livingston reported that she attended the NCBVI state staff meeting on September 15-17 in Grand Island.  Executive Director of NCBVI and NFB member Carlos Servan reported that there are 2 positions open at the Commission with interviews scheduled for next week.  Carlos has been in contact with Dr. Cary Supalo, the CEO of Independence Science, about conducting a statewide conference in 2026 which will involve the university and parents of blind children.  Dr. Supalo will come to the Commission to meet with Carlos in October.    The next Commission board meeting will be held on November 8 in Omaha.  
Old Business
President Coleman made the reservation at Mazatlan Mexican Restaurant for the Christmas party.    He and Carlos Servan met with Lincoln City Council Chairperson Justin Carlson and City Council member Benny Shobe to  discuss placing a BEP vendor in the Multimodal Transfer Center.  Both council members were receptive to the idea.  Mark also attended the Startran advisory committee meeting and spoke with Carla Cosier.  He will send out an update on these activities soon.  
First Vice President Coffman reported that the check from the Salt Dogs for the chapter fundraiser was sent to NCBVI rather than the chapter.  We must find a way to communicate better with entities such as the Salt Dogs to educate them about the difference between the Commission and the consumer organization.
Announcements
Sania Kellogg announced that she took her Unified English Braille test.
Brags and Drags
Amy Eidenmiller bragged that she is having a procedure on October 16 to improve her hearing.  The procedure involves attaching a screw behind the ear and then later putting in a hearing aid.  
Barbara Loos bragged that she is getting better.  She no longer uses the boot or the walker.  She can put on a shoe and take short walks.  
Brad Loos bragged that his daughter Emma made a video called From the Bean to the Bar.  The bean is a cocoa bean, and the bar is a chocolate bar.  
Carlos bragged that he recently went to Peru and his daughter Doris, who is an occupational therapist, also went along.  He is also planning a trip to Italy.
With no further business, the quarter raffle was drawn and won by Jeremy Richey.  Amy Eidenmiller moved, and Jeremy Richey seconded, to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 11:27 am.  


 
