National  Federation of the Blind of Nebraska
Lincoln Chapter Meeting Minutes
January 17, 2026


President Mark Coleman called the meeting to order at 10:08 am. 19 members were present in person and over Zoom, including 7 Board members.  Guests were Rick Cantu, who is attending the Nebraska Center for the Blind, and Dexter Thomas, the president of Christian Record Services.  The pledges were recited.  Secretary Livingston read the report from the November 15 meeting and corrections were made.  Jeremy Richey moved and Ronnie Kellogg seconded to approve the minutes as corrected and send to history@ne.nfb.org.  The motion passed.  Treasurer Kramer read the Treasurer’s report.  Nancy Coffman moved and Jeremy Richey seconded to accept the Treasurer’s report.  The motion passed.  
Dexter Thomas, the president of Christian Record, gave a short presentation about the services provided by Christian Record.  Mr. Thomas is the first blind president of Christian Record in the past 100 years.  Christian Record provides faith-based materials in large print, Braille, and audio formats.  The organization also runs camps for blind/low vision children and has a dedicated phone line to host conferences on health issues.  The goal is to connect people who are blind/low vision  or who have a diagnosis of blindness/low vision to resources and support groups.   Mr. Thomas was asked about his  background and told us that  he was born in Trinidad,  came to the U.S. several years ago, and obtained 2 Master’s degrees and a doctorate.  Barbara Loos discussed some concerns with the web site  Christianrecord.org.  Barbara mentioned  that AccessiBe is part of the Christian Record website and is not a welcome part of that.  She is hoping that Braille will be a part of the name of Christian Record because   It will be much easier to find them  if Braille is in the name.  There is also some misinformation about Braille  in their  materials.   
Following this discussion, the Presidential Release was played.  
Affiliate report
President Richey reported that 14 people, including 9 students and herself and Jeremy, will be attending the Washington seminar.  Congressman Adrian Smith of the Third District will be making a presentation at the Tuesday evening congressional reception hosted by the NFB.   The NFBN board of directors met on January 10 in Omaha.  The board reviewed the constitution as revised by the constitution committee.  Approval of the revised constitution is done at the state convention. The NFBN convention will be held April 30-May 3 in Kearney.  A bus will be traveling from Omaha to points west to pick up passengers and the cost is $75.  Registration and hotel reservations may be made online and will close April 1.  The agenda will be available on March 16.  Applications for an NFBN academic scholarship must be submitted by March 1 and applications for the Mangnall Scholarship to receive assistance to the convention must be submitted by March 1.  The deadline for submitting resolutions is April 9.  The NFB National convention will be held from July 3 to 8 in Austin TX.
Commission report
NFB member and Commissioner Cheryl Livingston talked about the upcoming meeting on February 7 in Lincoln and encouraged people to attend.  One of the topics of discussion will be the development of a satisfaction survey for agency employees.  The Commission has only one position to fill, the North Platte technology specialist.  NFB member and Commission Executive Director Carlos Servan reported on changes at the federal level affecting rehabilitation services.  The Departments of Education and Labor have an agreement that the Department of Education and the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) will go under the Department of Labor.  The Education Department  granted a waiver to eliminate Randolph Shepherd sites on Department of War facilities.  Despite this, The National Guard in Ashland is working with the Commission  to get a vendor at that site..  Governor Pillen announced a 5 percent cut for state agencies.  Carlos indicated that the SSP program would be eliminated with this cut and urged consumers to contact their state representatives to oppose the cuts.  
Old Business
Salt Dogs 
Jamie Richey has been meeting with the director of sales for the Salt Dogs to find a way for the chapter to purchase tickets.  She will have ticket purchasing options available at next month’s meeting.  
Braille Readers are Leaders
Jamie reminded people to turn in their minutes for the Braille Readers are Leaders contest. The deadline is coming up soon.  
Meeting Room
Mark reminded the chapter that we need to pay our $400 for the room rental at the church for our meeting space.    Nancy Coffman moved, Audra Kramer seconded to pay the fee. The motion passed.
New business
Baker’s Chocolate Sales at State Convention
Nancy Coffman moved that we purchase 10 bags each of the milk chocolates and the coconut milk chocolates and 15 bags each of the rest of the varieties of Baker’s Chocolates.  Ronnie Kellogg seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  Jamie Richey moved, and Jeremy Richey seconded, to sell the chocolate at $6 per bag.  The motion passed.    
Audra Kramer moved that we donate $100 cash for door prizes at state convention.  Nancy Coffman seconded.  The motion passed.
The chapter held our annual lections.  The following officers and board members were elected:
President, Nancy Coffman; First Vice President, Mark Coleman; Second Vice President Ronnie Kellogg; Secretary, Cheryl Livingston; Treasurer, Audra Kramer; First Board position, Hannah Dakan; Second Board position, Sania Kellogg; and Third Board position, Jeremy Richey. 
Announcements
Peg Halverson noted  Zoom Corporation has accessible recorders and that a recent episode of Access On discusses the Zoom p4 Next in detail. Peg has one of these and is willing to demonstrate or discuss with anyone interested.
Brags and Drags
Jamie Richey is hosting a Pampered Chef party and encouraged people to be part of it.  The Richey’s oven went out so they had to get a new stove. Now they want to buy some new cookware.  
Nancy Coffman lost her wallet a month ago and recently found it hanging from her outside door knob.   
Audra Kramer received the results of the CAT scan.  The lumps in her throat are very small and no action was recommended at this time.
Dan Coffman shared that the Buffalo Bills and Broncos are playing off and Dan doesn’t care which team wins.
Cheryl Livingston shared that she had to have 3 raccoons removed from her attic and that she had to purchase new smoke detectors.  
Deb Altman tripped on a step and hurt her hand.  She went to urgent care and now has a purple cast on it. 
Mark Coleman has been selected to attend a national leadership seminar in March. 
Barbara Loos has been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.  She has an appointment with Cancer Partners to discuss a plan of treatment.  Chapter members expressed our love and concern for Barbara. 
With no further business, the quarter raffle was won by Jeremy Richey.  Jamie Richey moved, and Cheryl Livingston seconded  to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:34 pm.






