National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska
Lincoln Chapter Meeting Minutes
March 21, 2026

President Coffman called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.    20 members were present including all 8 board members.  Sarah Buresh and Claudette Irvine were guests.  The pledges were recited.  Secretary Livingston read the minutes from the February meeting.  There were no corrections.  Alek Balaberda moved and Mark Coleman seconded to approve the minutes as read and send to history@ne.nfb.org.  The motion passed.  Treasurer Kramer read the treasurer’s report for March.  Amy Buresh moved and Jeremy Richey seconded to accept the treasurer’s report as read.  The motion passed.   President Coffman explained the various chapter fundraisers, dues payments and membership in the various chapters and divisions for those returning to the chapter or those coming for the first time.  The Presidential release was played.  There was discussion following the release.  Mark Coleman reported briefly on the leadership seminar he attended in Baltimore.  His seminar was dubbed Coldwater Courage in keeping with the tradition of naming the leadership seminars.  
Affiliate report
NFBN president Jamie Richey reported that our annual state convention is coming up soon, April 30-May 3.  Early registration is open until April 1.  Anil Lewis is our national rep.  Amy Buresh will chair the resolutions committee this year and submissions are due by April 9.  
Preregistration for the NFB convention in Austin, Texas opened March 1 and will close May 31.  Assistance to attend the convention is available from the affiliate or through application for a Jernigan scholarship for first time convention attendees.  The BELL Academy will be held from June 8-13 at Camp Calvin Crest in Fremont.  Briley O’Connor will be the BELL Academy teacher.  
NCBVI Commission report
NFBN member and NCBVI Commissioner Cheryl Livingston attended the Wednesday session of the NCBVI state staff meeting this past week. There were presentations from the Nebraska Association of Public Employees and from the State Department of Personnel.  In the afternoon there was a discussion of how counselors can work better with older clients with Angie Hoff, the older blind coordinator for NCBVI.  NCBVI Executive Director and NFBN member Carlos Servan reported that the state will be conducting an audit of the Commission over the next several weeks.  The auditors are especially interested in the relationship between the Commission and the Friends of the Commission.  He also noted that 25% of the Commission staff have under five years of employment with the Commission.  
Old Business
The winners of the Braille Readers are Leaders contest were announced.  Kimberly Scherbarth took first place and was awarded $100, and Shane Buresh was awarded $50 as the second-place winner.  
Pershing mural
Mark Coleman has yet to contact the appropriate people about placing a piece depicting the mural on the Monopoly board.
Salt Dogs
The chapter will have 75 tickets to start selling for the game on June 27.  Ticket sales will begin on April 15 and after that date we will be able to test their website to check accessibility.  Tickets will sell for $20 each and the chapter will receive $1 plus 40% of the remaining $19.  President Coffman is looking for people to throw the first pitch and do the interview during the game.  The chapter picnic will take place on the same day, and we need to find a location for the picnic.  The WAGES students will be invited.  
Give to Lincoln
The chapter is registered for Give to Lincoln.  We still need to decide how the funds will be used.  A suggestion was made to use the money to pay the cost, if there is a cost, to create the Monopoly piece previously discussed.  
New Business
There was discussion about gathering door prizes and auction items for the upcoming NFBN convention.  President Coffman would like to distribute door prize letters after our meeting ends and is looking for helpers.  
Committee reports
President Coffman would like to form a hospitality committee.  If interested, please let her know.  
Announcements
Carlos Servan announced that the Legislature’s Appropriations Committee recommended not to cut the 5% from NCBVI’s budget and to let the agency retain the money that is reserved for programs for blind children.  
Audra Kramer stated that state of Nebraska payroll is moving to a program called Workday which is not accessible. Two NCBVI clients have been hired to review accessibility issues and make recommendations.  
Chuck Marzka announced that Lincoln Public Schools is beginning to train staff in accessibility solutions and is requiring materials that the schools produce be in an accessible format.  
Mark Coleman announced that he has started a new quarter at Louisiana Tech and is considering developing a survey of transit systems in various cities to determine how bus stops are located.  He has reached out to StarTran but has not heard back.  
Nancy Coffman asked the chapter to please keep Barbara and Brad Loos in our prayers as Barbara continues to receive cancer treatments.  
Brags/drags
Amy Buresh thanked the chapter for the sympathy card sent when her grandmother passed away recently.  Amy bragged that the Buresh’s daughter Sarah will have a role in her school musical and her volleyball team will be in an upcoming tournament.  
Dan Coffman bragged that their church has a wallpaper which lists the names of contributors to the church over the past several years.  
Mackenzie Gray bragged that she will be getting a guide dog in a few weeks.  
Audra Kramer bragged that she got a haircut and is feeling much better.  
Mark Coleman bragged that his mother is moving to Seattle from Boise so now his mother and siblings will all live in the same area, which makes it much easier for him to visit.  
Nancy Coffman bragged that she will be attending a family reunion at Fort Robinson in June to celebrate her father's 90th birthday.  
Sandy Eadie bragged that her fundraising efforts for Ski for Light are going well.  
 The quarter raffle was drawn and  Connie Daly was the winner.  There being no further business, Cheryl Livingston moved and Mark Colenan seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:12 pm.


