National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska
Lincoln Chapter Meeting Minutes
May 16, 2026


President Coffman called the meeting to order at 10:04 am.  The pledges were recited.  Roll call was taken and 20 members were present including 7 board members.  Maura Loberg was in attendance and plans to rejoin the chapter as she will be moving back to Lincoln in August.  Secretary Livingston read the April secretary’s report and corrections were made.  Jeff Altman moved, and Christine Boone, seconded to approve the minutes as corrected and send to history@ne.nfb.org.  The motion passed.  Treasurer Kramer read the treasurer's report.  There was a correction and questions were asked regarding format.  Jeff Altman moved, and Cheryl Livingston seconded, to accept the report as corrected.   
The Presidential release was played.

Affiliate Report
NFBN President Jamie Richey reported that 108 people attended the NFBN state convention last weekend.  The Silver Summit is coming up next week.  She plans to attend and we will have a table at the event.  The deadline for requesting assistance to the NFB convention is May 25.  We have seven students registered for the BELL program coming up in June.  We are working in partnership with NCBVI and they will provide transportation for BELL as well as a staff person, Sania Kellogg.  Congratulations to Lucas Griess, who is a scholarship finalist for a national scholarship.

Old Business
Salt Dogs
We have 75 tickets available and the tickets are $20 each.  Jeremy Richey will keep track of the tickets on a spreadsheet and will also collect money for tickets..  Tickets can be purchased with cash or check made payable to the Lincoln chapter.  There will be an online option to pay as well.  The game starts at 6:05 pm on June 27 and tickets can be picked up at Will Call.  
Picnic
The chapter picnic will be held on June 27 from 1 pm to 5 pm at Roberts Park in conjunction with the Salt Dogs game.  Audra Kramer moved, and Cheryl Livingston seconded, to rent a van to transport people to the park, to the ball game, and then home using Give to Lincoln transportation funds for the van rental and any associated costs.  The motion passed.  

Give to Lincoln	
May 28 is Give to Lincoln Day. Proceeds will be used to support the Bell program coming up in June.
Monopoly board
Some chapter members have emailed to encourage putting the tactile mural on the Monopoly board.  First Vice President Coleman encouraged people to continue to send in emails since we don’t know for sure what the deadline for submissions is.  There was a suggestion that someone from the chapter contact the radio stations who will be there at the opening of the mural to ask that the tactile mural be mentioned.  The opening may be in August.  Jeff Altman offered to contact the radio stations.  
Walk for Independence
Kimberly Scherbarth is asking that all the chapters consider having their walks on October 3 and she would like to know where the walks will be held.  Chris Boone moved, and Amy Eidemiller seconded, to hold the Lincoln chapter Walk for Independence on October 3 at Holmes Lake beginning at 9 am.  The motion passed.  
Disability Pride
Mark emailed and secured a table for Disability Pride.  There is no charge for the table but voluntary contributions are encouraged.  Audra moved that we use our give to Lincoln outreach funds and donate $50 to Disability Pride.  Cheryl seconded.  Mark moved to table the motion until after a discussion of where the proceeds go from Disability Pride.  Ronnie Kellogg seconded.  The motion passed.
Issue with Animal Control
Mark Coleman continues to seek clarification from Animal Control regarding their policies and procedures and whether or not they are complying with the ADA.  Mark sent the resolution he drafted to Christine Boone for her review and she suggested that we send a freedom of information request to Animal Control.

New Business
There was a discussion of whether or not to offer coffee at the chapter meetings.  The chapter could bring our own supplies or possibly pay the church to use their supplies.  President Coffman will contact the church to ask about their policies and report back next month.

Omaha outreach event-membership building
This event will take place on June  6 at Lake Zorinsky in Omaha.  NFBN President Richey is looking for a few people to attend and be models of the NFB philosophy and to be a support for those attending.  She is especially looking for younger people to attend as there will be many younger people there.  President Coffman asked for a volunteer to coordinate the Lincoln chapter participation and Jamie Richey offered to coordinate.   

Announcements
Jamie Richey announced that the chapter will need to redo the contract with Rent a Van as they now require a credit or debit card.
Sandie Eadie announced that there will be a fundraiser for Ski for Light at Madsen’s on June 4 at 7 pm.  The fundraiser is free to attend and will feature karaoke.  There will be a bucket to collect contributions.  Raffle tickets also will be available for sale.  
Jeff Altman announced that the National Blindness Professional Certifications Board has approved a new certificate program.  The Cane Travel Assistant program will teach participants to reinforce what is being taught by the cane travel instructor.  The program is being offered through Louisiana Tech and will consist of one week of in—person training and six weeks of online instruction.  
Maura Loberg announced that she will be doing her practicum this summer through the UNO Community Counseling Clinic.  Counseling sessions are free over the summer and will cost $15 per session the rest of the year.
The chapter shared brags and drags.  
The quarter raffle was drawn and Chuck Marzka was the winner.   There being no further business, Cheryl Livingston moved, and Christine Boone seconded, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 pm.








