National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska
Lincoln Chapter Meeting Minutes
June 20, 2026


President Coffman called the meeting to order at 10:00 am.  The pledges were recited.  Roll call was taken and 18 members were present in person and on Zoom, including all 8 board members.  Secretary Livingston read the May secretary’s report and no corrections were made.  However, brags and drags were not included in an effort to make the minutes shorter and more concise.  Much discussion followed regarding including brags and drags in the minutes.  Jamie Richey moved, and Audra Kramer seconded to approve the minutes as read and send to history@ne.nfb.org.  The motion passed.  Barbara Loos moved, and Jamie Richey seconded, to resume including brags and drags in the minutes, with the option for a member to ask that the brag or drag not be recorded in the minutes.  The motion passed.  Treasurer Kramer read the treasurer's report.  Jamie Richey moved, and Cheryl Livingston seconded, to accept the treasurer’s report as read.  The motion passed.  
The Presidential release was played, and the Red Hat was passed, which is a small fundraiser for the affiliate treasury. 

Affiliate report
Affiliate president Jamie Richey reported on the BELL Academy.  BELL occurred from June 7 to 12 with 7 participants and NFBN members and Commission staff helping with instruction and supervising the participants.  The Lincoln chapter purchased supplies, which amounted to about $2500 as there were no supplies available.  President Richey has been designated as the delegate to national convention for the affiliate by the NFBN convention. Any concerns, questions or suggestions may be brought to her or to the alternate delegate, First Vice-President Nancy Coffman.  The Nebraska caucus will happen on July 5 at 9 p.m. in Room 201 of the Marriott Hotel.  Barbara Loos inquired about a virtual option for the caucus and President Richey will look into it as a possible option.  The next NFBN board meeting will be held on August 29 in Norfolk, the site of our 2027 state convention. 

Commission report
Commissioner and NFBN designee Cheryl Livingston discussed the employee satisfaction survey that was developed and will be conducted by the state of Nebraska in the third quarter of this year.  The Commission board was informed about the survey and asked if the board would want to use this survey or continue to look at developing its own survey to aid in Executive Director Servan’s annual performance review.  There was discussion about how the survey will be used and whether or not the survey can be read and completed independently by blind staff.  Cheryl will  see if the survey is accessible.  The next Commission board meeting will be held in Lincoln on July 24 at 9 am at the site of the WAGES banquet.  Cheryl encouraged people to attend.  

Committee reports
Training days
There is still money available and ideas and volunteers are needed.  
Tactile Art
Peg did not attend the tactile art conference in Baltimore. She is interested in graphic art more than tactile art.  

Old Business
Give to Lincoln Day raised $1900 with $1000 coming from one donor.  The funds have not yet been received by the affiliate, and the amount of the match is currently not known.  
Chapter Picnic
The picnic will be on June 27 from 1:30 to 4.  The cost is $10.  Jamie Richey was required to reserve the shelter for the entire day and paid $135 for the reservation.  Cheryl Livingston moved, and Audra Kramer seconded, to reimburse Jamie $135 from the Give to Lincoln outreach fund.  The motion passed.  Geralyn Konruff will be our van driver.  Audra Kramer moved, and Christine Boone seconded, to have the chapter pay for the driver’s picnic and also for her game ticket.  The motion passed.  Jamie and Jeremy will work out the pickup schedule.  Chuck Marzka will bring a corn hole game and there was discussion about the game’s accessibility.  Amy Eidenmiller will throw out the first pitch but would like a backup. Tanna Dieken and Alek Balaberda volunteered.  President Coffman will do the radio interview.  
Disability Pride
Mark Coleman found out that the donations at Disability Pride go toward organizing the event.  Audra Kramer amended her motion made last month to donate $25 rather than $50 to support Disability Pride.  Ronnie Kellogg seconded.  The motion passed.  Amy Eidenmiller and Sania and Ronnie Kellogg volunteered to work at a table at the event.  The chapter will donate koozies.  

New Business
Audra Kramer moved, and Chris Boone seconded, to hold our Christmas party at Mazatlan Restaurant on Saturday,  December 5 from 11 am to 2 pm.  The motion passed.  Jamie Richey moved, and Cheryl Livingston seconded, to cancel the December meeting.  The motion passed.  

Announcements 
Peg Halverson announced that the podcast Access On will have a presentation on the Braille Evolve, Humanware’s latest notetaker. Pat Fischer will demonstrate this device this coming Monday, June 22, at 1 pm at the Nebraska Commission for the Blind.  President Coffman suggested that perhaps training days money be used to host a show and tell for this device.  
Barbara Loos announced a website called Birdability.org that offers information about birding for blind people.  She also announced that National Braille Press will be raffling off some tactile games at this year’s national convention.  The company that makes the 3D games is called Unicorn Soda and they are based in Utah.  There will also be an accessible picture of the Statue of Liberty.  
Hannah Dakan announced that there are 2 plays coming up at the Loft theater in Manley, Nebraska that will be audio described.  Cinderella will show on July 26 and A Few Good Men on September 13.  She will get more information about the showings and send an email to the chapter to see if there is interest in attending.
Jamie Richey announced that her cane making business, Access, will be featured on July 24 on Radio Talking Book.

Brags and Drags
Jeremy Richey bragged that he won his ju jitsu competition and Jamie Richey bragged that the competition is available to watch on YouTube.
Audra Kramer dragged that she had a bad reaction to a pneumonia shot and her arm is very sore.
Alek Balaberda dragged that he experienced an Uber denial with his dog.  He was encouraged to report this to NFB.
Mackenzie Gray dragged that she went to a guide dog school to get her seeing eye dog and the dog had to be surrendered due to behavior issues.  She is now on a waiting list for another dog.  
Chris Boone dragged that the doctors they are seeing in Beatrice have overhead signage denoting the various rooms in the facility which are inaccessible.  They talked to the facility and the facility now has signage that is beside the doors which is now accessible.  
Jamie Richey made an announcement that Proctor and Gamble will be at national convention to discuss adding Braille to their products.  They are looking for feedback on a universal tactile system to label their products.  Convention-goers can try out these labels and give feedback.  
Barbara Loos dragged that the tests showed that she has adenocarcinoma in her liver and they will be meeting with the doctors to see what the next steps are.
Nancy Coffman bragged that they went to Fort Robinson on vacation and had a great time but dragged that she and Dan saw the wildfire in the area and called 911.  
The fire was only 10 miles away from Karen and Tim Lemmon’s farm.  Jamie Richey commented that they lost all their farmland in the fire.  The good news is that Tim is doing well after his surgery.   
Hannah Dakan bragged that the fundraiser on June 4 at Madsen’s raised $650 for Bus Across Nebraska for Ski for Light.  
The quarter raffle was drawn and won by Amy Eidenmiller.  Amy Eidenmiller moved, and Audra Kramer seconded, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 12:24 pm.


  





  









