National Federation of the Blind of Nebraska
Lincoln Chapter Meeting Minutes
July 18, 2026


Second Vice-President Ronnie Kellogg called the meeting to order at 10 am.  President Coffman and First Vice-President Coleman were absent due to illness, but Vice-President Coleman later joined the meeting over Zoom.    19 members were present in person and over Zoom, including 7 board members.   The pledges were recited.  Secretary Livingston read the June minutes and corrections were made.  Amy Eiidenmiller moved, and Deb Altman seconded, to approve the minutes as corrected and send to history@ne.nfb.org.  The motion passed.  The treasurer’s report was read.  Chris Boone moved and Amy Eidenmiller seconded to accept the treasurer’s report as read.  The motion passed.  
There was no Presidential release this month.  
Affiliate report
NFBN President Jamie Richey reported that we had a very successful National convention.  A change was made to the agenda this year to not have a convention session in the afternoon of the banquet.  This seemed to go over well and made the banquet run more smoothly.  Nebraska had 68 attendees, which placed us at #9 in the attendance ranking and our affiliate is #5 in the PAC Plan rankings.  Jamie was re-elected to the National board for two more years.  The Nebraska affiliate board will meet on August 29 in Norfolk at 10 am at the site of our 2027 convention.
Commission report
Executive Director and NFBN member Carlos Servan reported that it is official that the Department of Rehabilitation Services (RSA) will move to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) rather than to the Department of Labor as was hoped.  The federal Office of Management and Budget will prepare a document outlining rules for state agencies on how to spend their funds.  A couple of concerning developments are that agencies will need to ask for permission to pay for memberships in organizations such as the National Council of State Agencies for the Blind (NCSAB)  and give a year’s notice to get permission to attend consumer conventions.  Nebraska Governor Pillen is proposing a total of   8% in cuts to state agencies.  Carlos reported that the Commission is in a good financial position to withstand the cuts but that there will be a freeze to new hires and there will be no approval for out-of-state travel.  The Omaha voc rehab counselor position is open and the Lincoln voc rehab counselor position will need to undergo 3 steps to open the position, the first of which has been completed.  
Peg Halverson made a comment that it would be helpful if people were less conversational during the meetings and to identify themselves before speaking.  This is not only helpful to the secretary but also to those attending the meeting virtually.
Old Business
Salt Dogs
Jamie Richey reported that we paid $570 for the Salt Dogs fundraiser and earned $430.  The Richeys purchased the last four tickets available so the chapter could receive money from the fundraiser.  We also rented the van for the picnic and game but only had four people ride the van.  She suggested that the chapter consider whether to hold the Salt Dogs fundraiser again next year but also to consider what we plan to accomplish with the money raised. One topic of great interest now is the ownership and operating of autonomous vehicles.    There was discussion about putting in the effort to fundraise.  Jeff Altman moved, and Amy Eidenmiller seconded, to have the chapter reimburse the Richeys for the tickets they purchased.  Discussion followed.  The motion failed.  
Audra Kramer announced that she has reserved Mazatlan Restaurant for the Christmas party to be held on December 5 from 11 am to 2 pm.
New Business
There was much discussion regarding autonomous vehicles, what companies operate them, and what laws govern transportation in autonomous vehicles.  For example, some states require a licensed driver to be in the vehicle while it is traveling.  Chris Boone offered to research laws in existence regarding this type of vehicle and whether a licensed driver is required in the state of Nebraska.  She will also search for any model laws in existence that could be used to formulate possible legislation regarding the use of autonomous vehicles.  Jeff Altman described a Tesla model of an autonomous vehicle that was available at National convention.  
Barbara Loos announced that she has been attending meetings of Health for All, which includes several health-related entities.  The meetings are held on the last Wednesday of the month over Zoom to share information.  One of the issues we face is obtaining transportation for medical visits and picking up prescriptions.  Barbara credited our involvement with Bryan Health and Epic Systems to make MyChart more accessible to blind people.  Thie involvement with organizations like Health for All allows us to reach out to the community and be made aware of events that are happening.  She is looking for someone to volunteer to attend these meetings and be a part of this connection.  
Barbara Loos has had communications with an organization called the White Cane Foundation whose purpose is to gather new clothing for needy children.  The organization does not deal with blindness at all but has developed a video featuring a white cane.  The video is a negative representation of blind people.  After Barbara met with the organization, they decided to rename the organization Fitting Futures.  This demonstrates that reaching out and working on   relationships is what helped make the change in the organization’s name and focus.  Jamie Richey has also exchanged emails with them.  Jeff Altman suggested sending a thank you letter to them for changing the name.  
Announcements
Amy Eidenmiller missed the Salt Dogs game because her mother became very ill and needed heart surgery.  She is home now and doing much better.  
Jamie Richey announced that Doug Peterson, a newer member of the affiliate and board member of the Senior Division, passed away on July 14 from cancer.  Funeral services will be held next Friday at 10 am in Grand Island.  Sandie Eadie thanked the senior division, especially Monte Ekern and his wife for going to Doug’s house to check on him and Linda Mentink for communicating the information that they had learned of Doug’s passing.  
Jeff Altman announced that Cathy Schroder is dealing with cancer right now.  Please keep her in our thoughts and prayers.  
Sandie Eadie wished Ronnie Kellogg a happy birthday.  
Jeff Altman announced that the first pilot program took place in Ruston LA for the cane travel assistant job and went well.  
Peg Halverson thanked Jamie for helping us to participate in the caucus virtually.  Over 600 people registered to attend convention virtually.
Brags and Drags
Jeff Altman dragged he and Deb got sick after convention.  
Jamie Richey bragged that she and Jeremy did not get sick.
Jamie Richey bragged that she had surgery on her neck and the surgery was successful.   She also bragged that the Radio Talking Book interview for her business, Next Steps Access, will be aired on July 31.  
Amy Eidenmiller dragged that one of her pop machines had been vandalized.  It was repaired once and then was vandalized again.  
Barbara Loos dragged that her cancer has gone into her liver. She is undergoing another round of chemo for a total of 8 treatments to be completed in mid-September.  She has submitted bloodwork to find out if she would be eligible for the new drug therapy that shows promise but learned that she does not have the RAF mutation, which would make her ineligible for this treatment.  Her daughter Marsha continues to post updates on CaringBridge.com.   
Hannah Dakan bragged that she did not get sick from convention   
Sandie Eadie dragged that her daughter and son-in-law came to visit from Spain and two days after they arrived, Sandie’s refrigerator stopped working.    
The quarter raffle was drawn and won by Jeremy Richey.  There being no further business, Jeff Altman moved, and Amy Eidenmiller seconded to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:56 am.  
