The Chairman—The "State and the Blind" is the next topic. Miss Hayes, Supervisor, will speak of the work of the New Jersey Commission. She has been trying to convince me for nine years that the feeble-minded blind should be taken care of at the Training School.

The Work of the New Jersey Commission for the Blind.

ADDRESS BY MISS LYDIA Y. HAYES, SUPERVISOR, NEWARK.

I have planned this paper so that at the close there will be time to ask questions. If I have not made certain points clear, the responsibility of Professor Johnstone to the feeble-minded blind, or any other point, I would like to have you ask for further and fuller explanation.

I want to make one statement, that the work of the New Jersey Commission for the Blind has only been carried on for about three years. It is nine years since the first call came from New Jersey to Massachusetts to come over into New Jersey and organize State work for the blind.

As intelligent sympathy is necessary in solving all social problems, let us turn our attention to the landmarks which stand out most prominently in New Jersey's work for the blind, as conducted by the commission especially appointed to this work in November, 1909. This commission consists of five unsalaried citizens of this State (at least one of whom shall be a blind person) appointed by the Governor for a term of three years.

The commissioners, recognizing the inalienable right of the individual, whatever his age or condition, whether blind or sighted, to that education which will free his powers to express the highest and best that is within him, secured in 1910 the Legislative enactment removing the age limit, which formerly excluded blind persons under eight and over nineteen years of age from training. The present appropriation of $20,000 affords educational opportunities to all the blind youth of this State who desire institutional training at the New York Institution for the Blind, New York City, where 19 blind pupils ar e in attendance,

and at the Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruction of the Blind, Overbrook, Penna., where fifteen pupils are studying. At these two well-equipped institutions, pupils secure thorough elementary training in the common branches. They also pursue definite courses in manual and physical training, and they have an unusual opportunity to study the history, art and composition of music. From this appropriation seven blind babies are cared for at the Arthur Home for Blind Babies, Summit, N. J., at the rate of $330 per capita per annum. Mr. J. P. Byers, State Commissioner of Charities, has charge of the expenditure of this $20,000 appropriation.

The leading educators of the blind in this country have always recognized the reciprocal advantages of teaching the blind with the sighted, but it is only in the largest cities that this method is practicable. The simpli fication and improvement of apparatus and the consequent decrease in the cost of its production have played an important part in the solution of the problem. The education of the blind should be twofold: the individual and his responsibility to the community and the community's understanding of the capabilities of the individual. This can best be done under normal conditions, where the blind and sighted live at home and pursue similar studies and interests. Advancement was made along these lines in New Jersey in 1911 by the passage of a bill requiring each school board, having ten or more blind children in its district, to open a class in connection with its public schools with a special teacher and apparatus. Prior to the passage of'this bill at the close of 1910, Dr. Poland organized such a class in Newark, which at present has nine pupils. A year later Jersey City opened another such class with seven pupils. The establishment of these special classes is developing a fine spirit of co-operation between the sighted and the blind, and will do away with the heart-breaks of many who, on their return to home from a well-equipped school, find that neither they nor their sighted friends understand conditions.

The Legislature of 1913 granted tuition and a reader to each worthy blind student desiring a college education, but made no appropriation for its execution.

During 1912, five blind teachers have given 4,247 lessons to 248 blind persons at the pupils' homes throughout the State and have worked in eighteen counties, leaving only Hunterdon, Sussex and Somerset as yet without help.

These lessons have been in reading and writing the various embossed types, knitting, crochetting, hand and machine sewing, raffia and reed basketry, chair seating, hammock making, and weaving on hand looms. Many messages have come to headquarte rs from all parts of the State, expressing the pleasure and profit received by the blind from the home teachers. One woman notices a marked improvement in her health over the previous year. Another, hearing of a man recently blinded, would not rest nor give the man or his family any peace till he, too, applied for the services of a home teacher. The relatives of other blind persons have expressed gratitude for the suggested ways of helping the blind. So we are assured that the home teachers are, by example and precept, training their pupils to recognize the sweetness of adversity, and helping transform an "Enchainment into an Enchantment." All are gaining a deeper insight into the truth of the power of the endless life, and all realize more fully that each has the ability to further or retard the happiness of those about him.

The privilege of work is everything in the intellectual and spiritual development. The world may not need any. man's work, but the man needs it. He expands under its difficulties and problems, his faculties grow alert, his perceptions become sensitive. That the blind might be encouraged to produce salable work, Mrs. S. J. Churchill, of Montcla ir, N. J., raised a fund with which to pay for such work when completed. This fund enabled us to employ a blind stenographer for twenty weeks. The balance, together with further donations and reimbursements from sales, from June 20, 1910, to the present, amounting to $1,171.83, has been disbursed among the blind throughout the State.

In order that the public may know the blind in their respective communities and become familiar with their capabilities, and also that the market for their work may be extended, addresses, demonstrations and sales of work for and by the blind have been given in sixteen different cities in New Jersey.

In these days* of labor-saving machinery it is difficult even for the sighted to earn a livelihood by means of their hands. It is, therefore, impossible for those handicapped by bl indness to compete with the sighted and machinery in the industrial struggle. One manufacturer is putting up a high grade breakfast cocoa, which he furnishes at cost to the blind, to sell from their homes. This they may obtain from the headquarters of the commission at 859 Broad street, Newark, N. J., where, in connection with the office, the commission maintains a classroom, to which the adult blind come daily for instruction. Music lessons are given blind children in the Newark public schools and the work of the blind is on exhibition and sale, and orders for piano tuning and chair seating are solicited.

Realizing the vital importance of the prevention of blindness in infants, the Legislature passed a law authorizing the State Board of Health to provide every registered physician and midwife with a copy of the law and mailing tubes of the prophylactic to be used in prevention. An appropriation was made for the execution of this law in 1911. In 1912 the State Board of Health voted that blank certificates of birth20must contain the question, "What preventive for ophthalmia neonatoram did you use? If none state the reason therefor." The Commission and the Commissioner of Labor are considering possible ways of preventing blindness caused by industrial accidents and improper lighting of factories.

Just here let me sound a note of warning. Do not overwork one of the most precious gifts of God. In your system of education remember that sight is but one of five senses. Conserve vision by developing and using the other five. Never strain your eyes by reading lying down or in a poor light. I am glad that my eight years of physical sight were spent on our frontier, and that there Nature spoke a various language and I learned to yield myself to her perfect whole, because her beauty appealed to every perceptive faculty. There is as much beauty and variety in the sounds of nature as in its color and form, and you who may enjoy both and do not, are not living up to your full opportunities. When you have learned to hear the beauties of the mountain side on a clear winter's morning and to listen to the song of the mountain brook in its various moods at different seasons, then you will find a new richness in nature; and in the pastoral music of t he great masters for it is sounds rather than colors that they are reproducing.

