November 1, 2025
Minutes October 11, 2025
Attendance: 
Arlie, Gina, Mickie, Susan, Pat, Dave, Debbie
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. Motion: Aleeha/Pat, correct September minutes as posted: Banaszak check for July was for $500.00 not $300.00. The check was designated for the National Federation of the Blind of Ohio, Springfield Chapter. Gina reported that the September beginning balance was $2,554.56. Ending balance: $2,534.56. Motion to accept: Mickie/Aleeha. As lobbied during Washington Seminar, 2025, our federal bill has now been introduced for Nonvisual Medical Devices. 

Pat McFerson of the Akron chapter, and also president of the NFB-O Community Service Division, has asked NFB-O chapters and divisions to support the designated community service project for students at the Ohio State School for the Blind, (OSSB). Lauri Kaplan, Parent Mentor for OSSB, has requested hats and gloves, (adult sizes,) for students. She has also requested underwear, socks, and menstrual supplies. Chapters and divisions can either bring these items to state convention or donate money for Lauri to purchase the items. Motion: Mickie/Aleeha, Springfield chapter donate $50.00 to this project. The motion passed. During discussion of the motion, Pat Banaszak asked for a report from Kaplan as to how many students are helped by our donation and by the NFB-O project overall. Debbie contacted Kaplan for the accounting of that aid to students. Aleeha also added that ours is a charitable donation rather than actual active participation in a community service project. Aleeha’s hope is that we Motion: Mickie/Debbie, to check with the Springfield Soup Kitchen on West Main Street in Springfield to see if our members can help at the soup kitchen. President Ray is to contact the soup kitchen to ascertain when we can be of help. The website for the soup kitchen says that volunteers meet and work on Mondays and Wednesdays from 5:00—6:00. The motion passed. Mickie also suggested that perhaps we can become actively involved in Second Harvest Food Bank as a local community service project. 

Convention Preparation
Motion: Mickie/Gina, to donate a “games basket” for the Not So Silent Auction at state convention. This basket has a monetary value of over $200.00. Motion: Mickie/Aleeha, consider donating $50.00 cash, (ten dollars in each of five envelopes) for state convention door prizes. After discussion, the motion was amended, Mickie/Aleeha to give $25.00 total for door prizes, (five dollars in each envelope). Susan requested that her opposition to the amendment be recorded as part of the minutes. She expressed that we had not yet included a specific donation from NFB-Springfield to go directly to National from our chapter. Aleeha reminded us that a donation to National would be subsumed in the NFB-O affiliate donation to National through our state convention banquet collection for Money for the Movement. So the amended motion for door prize donation—a total of $25.00 ultimately passed.  

Arlie requested a motion to provide financial assistance for Gina and him to attend state convention in Westlake, Ohio from November 6-9. Motion: Pat/Susan, to give $500.00 to the Rays for convention assistance. During discussion of the motion, the amount of $400.00 assistance was also suggested. That suggestion was not offered as a motion. However, President Ray requested a voice vote for the two amounts. The voice vote was deemed to be tied. So President Ray requested a roll call vote. Roll call resulted in the passage of $500.00 convention assistance  for Arlie and Gina. Motion: Debbie/Aleeha, that Springfield contribute $150.00 toward Money for the Movement for the NFB-O state convention banquet collection. The motion passed. 

Fundraising
Arlie asked for volunteers for a fundraising committee among the membership to obtain suggestions and donors to increase our chapter treasury. Mickie, Aleeha, Pat and Debbie volunteered to be the fundraising committee. Both Arlie and Pat are charged with drafting a letter, flyer, etc. to obtain donors, both online and elsewhere. Arlie will draft his donor letter on social media. Pat said she would draft a letter that would include the purpose of the NFB, the work of our chapters and divisions and chapter locations in Ohio. Aleeha was charged with creating a Facebook page for our chapter to invite online donors, contacts and Facebook friends to donate to our chapter. She hopes to post the donor letters to be drafted by Arlie and Pat, and to post our 501C3 nonprofit status. Aleeha suggested that only one person from the chapter post on Facebook to keep the posts consistent. Gina also hopes that we can obtain an item to be raffled to generate more funds. Further discussion without a motion suggested that we participate in efforts for Dine to Donate to add funds to our treasury. President Ray said that he will contact Texas Roadhouse for possible dates to allow opportunities for Dine to Donate. He learned that Texas Roadhouse can provide flyers for us to distribute specific details about date and time for a Dine to Donate effort. 


Motion: Aleeha/Mickie, watch the October Presidential Release on our own since meeting time did not permit playing the recording. Our next meeting will be on Zoom, 10:00 a.m. Saturday November 1. This meeting date was changed because Arlie and Gina will be in Westlake for state convention on Saturday, November 8, our usual meeting time. Motion to adjourn, Aleeha/Mickie. 

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Baker, Secretary

