NFB-O Springfield, January 10, 2026
Minutes December 13, 2025

Attendance:
Arlie, Gina, Mickie, Aleeha, Pat, Dave, Debbie, Annette Lutz, (guest)

Motion: Mickie/Gina, approve November minutes as corrected: Gina requested convention assistance, not Arlie, to attend NFB-O state convention. Treasurer’s report: motion: Aleeha/Mickie, to accept. Beginning balance for November, $2,356.40, ending balance: $1,681.42. Gina expressed the concern that she had not seen our $20 monthly PAC withdrawal. Lutz explained that a new PAC platform was now functioning and therefore, receipt of some payments appeared to chapters and divisions later than usual. 

Unfinished Business

Debbie will contact Lauri Kaplin again about the approximate number of OSSB students who received help with necessary clothing and supplies as a result of our NFB-O Community Service Project for 2025. Our chapter membership must still decide on a date and an alternate for our Dine to Donate fundraiser at Texas Roadhouse. We must schedule a date at least a month ahead of our preference. Texas Roadhouse will create flyers for the event and we can post the event online. Roadhouse is open from 3:00—10:00 PM. Arlie is still waiting for a call back from the designee with Springfield Soup Kitchen as to when we can volunteer with them as a community service project.

Gina reported that our auction basket for NFB-O yielded at least $75 in the final bid, though she could not remember the exact figure. She also asked members of other chapters and divisions in NFB-O for different suggestions for fundraising. Some sell T-shirts or tumblers. Others have sold Double Good Gourmet popcorn or Tastefully Simple products. 

Aleeha reported that there has been no positive change in her fight and negative experience with Ride Share. In fact, she was denied five times in a week or so just before our November 13 meeting. Arlie and Gina also learned about a new Go Ohio mobility app that is at least partially accessible for the purpose of transportation, including transportation to and from school for students. 

New Business

Someone asked if members have heard of the renewed effort to revamp the Go Bus here in Ohio. Its points for pickup and drop off are listed on its website. Fare fees are based on the distance traveled by a patron, with perhaps $30 being the largest fee. 

We discussed the Blue Envelope program, supported by the Department of Developmental Disabilities and instituted in Ohio and other states. The Blue Envelope program is supposed to alert police departments of the disability-(s) of a person who carries the Blue Envelope. The presumption is that the disabled person cannot communicate reasonably or appropriately as to whether the disability could jeopardize personal safety, driving ability, or others’ safety. At this time, the NFB-O Springfield chapter will not endorse the Blue Envelope, and certainly not without proper police training if the program should be mandated and enforced. Patrons would be required to register themselves to carry the Blue Envelope.

Motion: Mickie/Gina: that our meetings for January and February be virtual on Zoom. The motion passed. Mickie has already canceled in-person meetings with United Senior Services for January and February. Our next in-person meeting at USS Springfield will be Saturday, March 14, at 10:00 AM. Motion: Mickie/Debbie, members listen to the Presidential Release on our own since meeting time did not permit us to play it. Motion: Mickie/Pat, to adjourn at 11:45 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Baker, Secretary
 

