
																											
														
National Federation of the Blind of Ohio, Springfield Chapter
February 14 Meeting
Minutes, January 10, 2026
Attendance
Arlie, Aleeha, Debbie, Gina, Pat, Dave, Mickie, NFB-O President, Richard Payne
President Ray called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m.Motion: Aleeha/Mickie to accept secretary’s report as posted. Motion passed. Gina reported our beginning balance as $1,681.42 and the ending as $1,641.42. Motion: Debbie/Pat to accept the treasurer’s report, passed. Gina also gave her address for us to send 2026 dues checks, 1919 Kimberly Circle, Springfield, 45503. Arlie asked members to text him if they need to verify our meeting times. 

Unfinished Business
Upon revisiting the gratitude and acknowledgement from Lori Kaplin, parent mentor from the Ohio State School for the Blind, Pat wants to know the exact number of students who attend OSSB so that she, Pat, can invite her friends to contribute to donations for students’ personal hygiene and clothing needs. 

We plan to dine to donate at Texas Roadhouse restaurant as a chapter fundraiser in March or April. Texas Roadhouse will print and post flyers for the event. We still plan to volunteer to serve at the Springfield Soup Kitchen from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. on an upcoming Monday, though we did not determine the exact date.

Washington Seminar
Dates dictated by our national organization for Washington Seminar are January 26-29. As of a February 8 update received by Springfield chapter secretary Baker, Ohio participated virtually in their seminar appointments on January 27 and 28 due to weather restrictions. President Payne was prepared to send nine people to the Great Gathering In and Seminar in person. The issues discussed with Ohio representatives and senators for 2026 included:

   The Access Technology Affordability Act, (ATAA)
Blind Americans Return to Work concept
And Protection of Education, Employment and Independent Living Programs for the senior blind.
Protection of Education, Employment and Independent Living includes retention of Randolph Shepherd for blind vendors, continued funding for the Library of Congress, American Printing House for the Blind, (APH) and the specific program titles named in the concept. National has filed a law suit specifically to protect the Randolph Shepherd Act for blind vendors. This program is particularly important for those Ohio vendors who work on Ohio military bases.

Members of the Springfield chapter voted and passed a 3-2 roll call vote to send $200 to help fund NFB-O members to attend the 2026 Washington Seminar. Motion: Debbie/Sharon to contribute the $200 amount to NFB-O on behalf of the Springfield chapter. 

Arlie is still waiting for an updated contact from Glen Massie from Field Trips, the current replacement for the former Springfield paratransit effort for transport of disabled residents of Springfield. We are still in disagreement with the application process to become consumers of Field Trips. Buttons for the application process and any other interaction with Field Trips are unlabeled, thus denying our access. Their drivers do not need chauffeur’s licenses. Field Trips requires only one year of driving experience from their drivers. As chapter members have previously reported, drivers are known to exceed speed limits, avoid adherence to posted signs, and vehicles are banged up after evident accidents and crashes. Arlie has drafted a letter to the American Civil Liberties Union, (ACLU) regarding these violations and is waiting for further meetings with Field Trips officials. The letter to the ACLU must be sent by USPS rather than email.

New Business
President Richard Payne of the Ohio affiliate has asked members of the Springfield chapter to host the Ohio NFB-O state convention in partnership with the Miami Valley Dayton chapter in November, 2026. The 2026 convention will be November 5-8 at the Dayton Marriott. The Marriott is located near the University of Dayton. Rooms are $129 plus tax per night. Duties of the host chapters include securing donations and/or refreshments for the hospitality room, coordinating and managing the hospitality room, coordinating and managing convention registration, marshaling convention attendees to general sessions and other meeting room destinations, etc. 

Mickie reported that there is a new social Support coordinator at United Senior Services in Springfield. Chelsea Mutschler-Huber now manages all support groups that meet at USS. Therefore, the NFB of Springfield will now report any news concerning changes to our meeting dates, upcoming events, etc. involving United Seniors to Chelsea. 
Chapter members were reminded to play the latest Presidential Release episode from National on our own. We will meet again at 10:00 a.m. over Zoom on Saturday, February 14. Motion: Mickie/Aleeha to adjourn. 

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Baker, Secretary






