April 11, 2026
National Federation of the Blind of Ohio, Springfield Chapter
Meeting Minutes March 14, 2026
Attendance: Arlie, Aleeha, Gina, Pat, Mickie, Debbie, Dave, Sharon, Nancy, Paul

President Ray called the meeting to order at 10:13. Motion: Mickie/Aleeha, to accept the February minutes as posted. Motion: to accept the treasurer’s report as presented, Aleeha/Debbie. Our beginning balance for February was $1,621.42. The ending balance is $1,601.42. 

Unfinished Business

Arlie has requested a new chapter charter because our chapter name was not changed to the one that is acceptable to the NFB-O board of directors. The cost of a charter is $15. When we receive the updated charter from Beth Braun, assistant to National president Mark Riccobono, we will change banks to Wright Patterson Credit Union. The chapter constitution and the chapter charter must be signed by all our chapter officers. 

Our Dine to Donate fundraiser at Springfield Texas Roadhouse is set for Thursday, May 7 from 4:00-10:00. Gina will print extras of our flyer in color for anyone who wants them. She also suggested to Texas Roadhouse that they spell our chapter name on the flyer for clarity. In addition to our Facebook post for the fundraiser, we will also post on Food Fiends. 

Gina suggested that we could set up a table this month at the farmers market as a fundraiser and advertisement for our chapter. Pat suggested that we have a table at the airplane festival in New Carlisle in October to advertise our name and purpose. Gina suggested that we could contact and sell pecans from Schermerpecans.com and/or contact the Peanut Shop in Springfield for the purpose of fundraising. Our fundraising committee, (Aleeha, Mickie, Pat and Debbie)  will meet at 1:30 on March 22 to discuss other fundraising possibilities. 

The GoBus is now running in Springfield. Though passengers cannot travel directly from Springfield to any other bus stop, they can go through Bellefontaine from Springfield to their destination. Arlie says that the Ohio ceiling price for any GoBus trip in Ohio is $40. 

Arlie now has a contact for the Springfield Soup Kitchen so that we can contact them to volunteer there as a community service project for our members.

New Business

We discussed proposals that are before the Ohio Legislature. HB356 proposes comprehensive audit and comprehensive action plan for the aged, blind and disabled, (ABD) Medicaid eligibility group to ensure participants’ federal asset limits. 
Ohio Deaf and Blind Education Services
(ODBES) budget: discussion of the $36.1 million FY 2026 budget recommendation aimed at supporting the Ohio State School for the Blind (OSSB) and statewide sensory disability services. We are also guarding the protection of 504 education plans for k-12 students nationally. These 504 plans support accommodations for students with or without diagnosed disabilities who do not qualify to have a full Individual Education Plan (IEP). 

We explained the Blue Envelope plan that is now initiated in Clark County. Registration for Blue Envelope is not mandatory. Though we decided to respectfully decline a May 6 invitation to join the Older Americans Support Group at the Clark County fair grounds, we did receive an invitation to attend as the NFB of Springfield. We agreed to listen to the Presidential Release on our own time as time did not permit during the meeting. Our next meeting at United Senior Services (USS) is scheduled for Saturday, April 11, 10:00—noon.

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Baker, Secretary
 



