NFB-o Springfield
August 8, 2026
Minutes, July 11, 2026
Attendance
Arlie, Gina, Mickie, Pat, Dave, Debbie
Motion: Mickie/Pat, to accept the secretary’s report as corrected. Arlie specified in correction that there will be designated people to walk the business district of Brown Street in Dayton during state convention to advertise the affiliate, the convention and to obtain donations. The secretary also listed attendance incorrectly for the June meeting. Attendees for that meeting were Aleeha, Mickie, Arlie, Gina and Debbie. Motion: Pat/Mickie, to accept the treasurer’s report as unchanged between our June 27 meeting and the July 11 meeting. 

Unfinished Business
Debbie gave a report about the events of national convention that she was able to attend virtually. Members can find more information about the 2026 national convention at nfb.org/convention. Aleeha shared more of her experiences riding a Waymo in Austin during National and members commented about the video that she shared online. 
The last day to register for state convention is Monday, October 4. You must identify that you are part of the National Federation of the Blind when registering with the University of Dayton Marriott in order to receive the $129 per night room fee. An additional tax of 16.5 is also assessed, though fees will not be deducted from your credit card until check-in. Again, convention dates are November 5-8. The cost of convention registration is $20 if registering by October 4 and $25 after. The cost of the banquet is $55 for pre-registrants and $60 after October 4. If needed, the hotel will provide shuttle service within a five-mile radius on a first come, first served basis. Check-in time is 3:00 and check-out is noon. 
New Business
Pat expressed disappointment that she can no longer read the Springfield News-Sun on the website. Of course this is a violation of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The website has been changed and is no longer accessible.

Sharon Dodds reported that she has a job working with the youngest children in Xenia who attend Discovery World.com. Sharon hopes that members from NFB Springfield can speak with students and staff of Discovery World about living with blindness as a disability and that doing so should be positive. Arlie has spoken with Sharon, and shared that the topic should be approached as a game with young children to present a positive outlook to them. Sharon has invited NFB Springfield to a carnival at Discovery World in late September. 

Arlie reported that the Meta Glasses AI advancements have changed to a $20 monthly subscription. He also says a wrist band can be purchased and connected via Bluetooth to the glasses to allow the subscriber to perceive the facial expression of a near-by person, or perhaps other body language expressions. 

Pat reminded us to discuss material we could distribute at the upcoming New Carlisle Airplane Festival. Our next meeting will be Saturday, August 8, 10:00, at United Senior Services (USS). Motion: Gina/Pat, to adjourn.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Debbie Baker, Secretary


