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Why is this research being done?
This research project seeks to explore how advances in technology have changed literacy practices for young adults who are blind and who use braille and assistive technology. Specifically, this study will explore how they use both braille and electronic information, and how they learned these literacy practices. The purpose of this research will be to add to our understanding of the current role of both hard-copy (paper) braille and use of electronic access to information by people who are blind from ages 16-22, and their attitudes and perceptions about both braille and technology. This information will inform how we prepare pre-service teachers to instruct young braille readers.
Who is being asked to take part in this research study?
You are invited to take part in this study. Participation in this study is limited to students who are between the ages of 16-22 years of age, enrolled in school, and who are braille readers and users of assistive technology devices. 

What procedures will be performed for research purposes?
This research project seeks to explore how advances in technology have changed literacy practices for young adults who are blind and who use braille and assistive technology. It will do this in two ways: through interviews and through a survey. Both will ask for your opinions, but you will only be asked to do either the interview or the survey, not both. 

The interviews will center around how you use paper braille and for what purposes, and how assistive technology is used and for what purposes. In addition, the interviewer will ask how you learned these skills and from whom. These interviews will be digitally audio recorded. Students will be interviewed on an entirely voluntary basis. Interviews will be conducted in the your home upon permission, unless you indicate a different and preferred site. In that situation, permission will be sought from that site prior to the interview. If face to face interviews are difficult to arrange and schedule, the interviews could instead be conducted via telephone at the expense of the interviewer (Frances Mary D’Andrea). 
The survey will also ask how you use paper braille and for what purposes, and how assistive technology is used and for what purposes. The survey will also ask opinions about using braille and electronic devices for class work. The survey will be mailed to you in braille, but you may also choose to do the survey electronically as a Word document if you prefer. You will need to mark your response either by making a mark on the paper copy or placing an X before your choice on the electronic copy. 

Risks and Benefits

What are the possible risks, side effects, and discomforts of this research study?
There is no risk for your participation in this study. 

What are the possible benefits from taking part in this study?
The possible benefit is that by participating in the study, you will have a chance to reflect on the kinds of literacy practices that you participate in. This kind of reflection may help you become more aware and successful in using certain practices for reading, writing, and access to information. However, there is no guarantee that you will receive such benefits. 

Costs and Payments

Will I be charged for the costs of any procedures performed as part of this research study?
You will not be charged for any of the procedures performed as part of this study.

Will I be paid if I take part of this research study?
There will be no general compensation for participation in this research study. However, as an incentive for completing the interview or survey, at the end of the study the names of all students who participate will be entered into a raffle for an accessible MP3 player.
Confidentiality

Who will know about my participation in this research study?
You will not be specifically identified in any publication of research results. If any individual’s data are reported, name or initials will not identify the participant. The audio recording and information obtained will only be accessible to the investigator listed on the first page of this document. According to University policy, all research records must be kept for a period of at least five years. Any documentation will be kept in a password-protected computer and in a locked file drawer only accessible to the principal investigator. The University of Pittsburgh Research Conduct and Compliance Office may access identifiable research records for the purposes of monitoring this study. In rare cases, identifiable research records may be released, such as in response to a court order.
Right to Participate or Withdraw from Participation

Is my participation in this research study voluntary?
Your participation in this study is completely voluntary. You do not have to take part in these research studies, and should you change your mind, you can withdraw from the study at any time. Likewise, you have the right to answer interview questions voluntarily, and refuse to answer any specific question at any time. Your decision to participate will not affect your relationship with the University of Pittsburgh.  There are no right or wrong answers to the interview or survey questions. 

Voluntary Consent
All of the above has been explained to me and all of my current questions have been answered. I understand that I am encouraged to ask questions about any aspect of this research study during the course of this study, and that such future questions will be answered by the researcher listed on the first page of this form.

Any questions I have about my rights as a research participant will be answered by the Human Subject Protection Advocate of the IRB Office, University of Pittsburgh, 1-866-212-2668.

I understand that by signing this form I give my consent to participate in this research study.

I agree to participate in this study.

__________________________________

__________________________________



Participant’s Signature



Participant’s Name (print)




___________________________________

Date

Page 1 of 3                                          

	[image: image2]
	   University Of Pittsburgh         

     Institutional Review Board   
	Approval Date: 9/22/2009
Renewal Date:  9/21/2010
	IRB #:   PRO09070239



	



[image: image2]