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2014 STATE CONVENTION

Blindness is NOT a Capital Offense
Living the Life You Want In NC

September 18 - 21, 2014
Holiday Inn Crabtree Valley, 4100 Glenwood Avenue
Raleigh, North Carolina

Convention Transportation Info 

Convention Shuttle Schedule:
9-18: 3 to 11 PM

9-19: 11 AM to 7 PM

9-20: 12 to 6 PM

9-21: 11 AM to 3 PM
Use the Convention Shuttle for travel to and from the bus or train stations, downtown, Glenwood South, Cameron Village and events arranged by the WFB. If you need transportation to or from Amtrak or Greyhound, you need to alert James Benton as soon as possible.  All Convention Shuttle transportation is subject to driver availability. Please tip Convention Shuttle drivers.
The Holiday Inn Crabtree has free Hotel Shuttle service to the Crabtree Valley Mall, North Hills Mall and to and from the airport.
Raleigh has a Para-Transit program available to participants in NC.  Contact your local provider to arrange travel in Raleigh. If you use Para-Transit services in your home location, you should be eligible to use the Raleigh Para-Transit services if you make prior arrangements.
Call James Benton for further info or to schedule rides at 919-740-2398 or 919-755-0700.
Convention Information

Starting at noon on Friday, the Wake Chapter will have a convention information table located between the doors to Wakefield A and Wakefield B.

*********************************************

Thursday, September 18, 2014
5:00 - 9:00 PM      Hospitality in Crabtree Jones
5:00 PM until:  Entertainment and restaurants on your own. You can use either the Hotel Shuttle or the Convention Shuttle as noted in the Convention Transportation Info at the beginning of the program. You will be able to use the Convention Shuttle based on availability. Contact James Benton 919-740-2398 or 919-755-0700.
6:00-7:30 PM:  Bell Ringing Practice Trip (Miriam Dixon is one of the ringers) Convention Shuttle to downtown Raleigh will leave the hotel for Christ Episcopal Church Bell Tower 120 East Edenton Street at 5:30. Experience change ringing bells and chime the bell ropes. Bells are from England and hung in the change ringing style.  Call James Benton for transportation arrangements 919-740-2398 or 919-755-0700.
7:00 - 9:00 PM: Registration in Lobby
Friday, September 19, 2014
7:00 AM – 8:00 AM: Hospitality in Crabtree Jones

8:00 AM – 11:00 AM: Registration in Lobby

9:00 AM – Noon: National Seminar by Joanne Wilson in Whozit Membership Hall (Wakefield A) 
Noon – 1:30 PM: Hospitality in Crabtree Jones

Noon – 1:30 PM:  Silent Auction in Boardroom

2:00 PM – 5:00 PM: Downtown Tours – NC Museum of Natural Sciences and the Capitol Building.

Convention Shuttle transportation provided. To schedule a tour, there must be a minimum of eight people registered to go. Contact James Benton at 919-740-2398 or 919-755-0700 to register. 

	2:00-3:25 PM
	Birdwatching: Lena Gallitano in Wakefield A
	Policy and Advocacy: James Benton in Wakefield B

	3:35-5:00 PM
	NC Capital Seminar Senator Josh Stein and Representative Duane Hall: Lusi Radford in Wakefield A
	Braille updates: UEBC Miriam Dixon; full-page braille display Dr. Peichun Yang in Wakefield B


4:00 PM – 6:00 PM: Registration in Lobby

5:00 PM – 7:00 PM:  Hospitality in Crabtree Jones
5:00 PM – 7:00 PM: Silent Auction in Boardroom
5:00 PM – 6:00 PM:  Carolina Lightning Bluegrass band Whozit Membership Hall (Wakefield A)
5:00 PM – 7:00 PM: Chapter tables Traviana (Chapters need to register with Miriam Dixon (919) 755-1567 if they want a free Chapter table)
*********************************************************
7:00 PM: Call to order Gary Ray Whozit Membership Hall (Wakefield A)

7:05 PM: Invocation Rev. Robert Parrish

7:15 PM: Reports

•
North Carolina Central University Training Program by Tessa McCarthy

•
Division of Services for the Blind by Eddie Weaver, director

•
NC Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped by Carl Keehn, regional librarian

•
Governor Morehead School for the blind by Barbria Bacon, director

9-11 PM: Talent Show (Wakefield A)

9-11 PM: Chapter Tables in Traviana
9-11 PM: Hospitality in Crabtree Jones

9-11 PM: Silent Auction in Boardroom

The 2014 NFB of NC State Convention is hosted by the Wake County Chapter.

Programs in print & braille compliments of the NC Library for the Blind & the Friends of the NCLBPH.
Thanks go to the Wilson County Chapter for handling door prizes.

**************************************************************************************

Saturday, September 20, 2014
	7:00 – 8:00 AM

7:00 – 8:00 AM

7:15 – 8:15 AM


	Hospitality in Crabtree Jones
Silent Auction in boardroom
Registration in Lobby


	General Business Sessions in Whozit Membership Hall (Wakefield Ballroom)




	9:00 – 9:05 AM
	Call to Order by President Gary Ray

	9:05 – 9:10 AM
	Invocation Rev. Steven Halsted, Community United Church of Christ, Raleigh, NC

	9:10 – 9:20 AM
	Welcome by WFB—Miriam  Dixon

	9:20 – 9:30 AM
	Welcome from the City of Raleigh

	9:30 – 10:30 AM
	Political Speakers (To Be Announced)

	10:30 – 10:45 AM
	President’s Report by Gary Ray

	10:45 – 11:15 AM
	National Update by Joanne Wilson, National Board Member

	11:15 - 11:30 AM
	Election slate, resolutions and amendments

	11:30 AM
	Adjourn

	11:30– Noon
	Chapter secretaries and treasurers workshop by Sharon Weddington and Boyce Locklear

	11:30 AM - 1:30 PM: Student Business Meeting Alan Chase in             

                                    hotel restaurant 
Noon – 12:30 PM:     Chapter Building by Joanne Wilson
Noon -- 1:30 PM:       Hospitality in Crabtree Jones
Noon – 1:30 PM:       Silent Auction in Boardroom

12:30 – 1:30 PM:       Registration in Lobby


	2:00 – 5:00 PM
	Vendor Hall Traviana

	2:00 – 5:00 PM
	Technology Demo with Q&A

NFB of NC will host a technology demo and Q&A session. Do you have screen reader questions? Do you want to know how to find specific information using your iOS device? Have you always wanted to get your hands on a certain piece of software without the noise of an exhibition hall and with a knowledgeable user at your disposal? This session is for you. We’ll have seasoned users of JAWS, Window-Eyes, System Access, NVDA, VoiceOver, and more available to answer your questions or clear up difficulties. No appointment is necessary, and you’re welcome to stay as long as you like but do not forget to ask more questions in the vendor hall. We will work hard to be sure that everyone who shows up does get at least one question answered or demonstration. Jeremiah Rogers and Johnna Simmons. Whozit Membership Hall, Wakefield Ballroom


7:00 PM: BANQUET 
Whozit Membership Hall

(Wakefield Ballroom)

· Welcome by Gary Ray, President

· Invocation Ron Broadnax, State Board member

· Entertainment by Chris Johnston

· Introduction of Head Table by Tim Jones, VP

· NC ABS Report by Alan Chase, President

· Announce winners of State drawing, Tim Jones and Randy Vickers
· Presentation of Catawba County Charter by Sharon Weddington
· Award Staley Scholarship by Julius Locklear

· Address by Joanne Wilson

· Announce silent auction winners

· Pledge drive by Joanne Wilson

Post Banquet

Jail Break by students

Dance with Fred McEachern DJ
Hospitality Open in Crabtree Jones

****************************************
Message from the National Office
As a blind person, chances are you’ve encountered a situation where you have been misunderstood or criticized for your ideas because someone thought you shouldn’t do something. What actions did you take to change the situation? You can make a difference and educate others by telling us how you handled these situations and others that challenged your abilities or independence. 
In January 2014, Dr. Maurer asked Robert Lesley Newman to establish a Communications Committee with several purposes including ensuring that all information sent out by affiliates contains the NFB message and espouses our philosophy. The committee also is tasked with finding ways for the NFB to be more of a presence on social media sites such as Facebook and Twitter. In our collaboration with the Writers Division, the Public Relations Committee and the Social Media committees, we are seeking stories that reflect the NFB philosophy.   
On November 16, 2014, the National Federation of the Blind will celebrate its seventy-fifth anniversary. To commemorate this momentous event, we would like to publish a new Kernel book containing the stories written by or about blind people if you are the parent of a blind child. Our joint goal is to collect 75 stories that will either be placed in a Kernel Book developed especially for this anniversary celebration, featured in a future issue of the Braille Monitor or highlighted on social media sties. 

(Message continued)

Since most of you at this convention are blind and have experienced positive and negative reactions to your situation, you probably have the makings of a story inside you.  
Have you found new employment?  Have you learned to read Braille?  Have you learned some alternative techniques that enable you to cook and perform household tasks like you did when you were sighted?  Have you tried playing goal ball or engaging in a new activity?  If you can say yes to any of these questions, we would like to hear from you.  We also would like pictures and videos demonstrating how you achieved your goals.    
The April 2014 issue of the Braille Monitor contains three examples of stories that were published in previous Kernel books. You may want to look at these stories before writing.  
When you complete your story, please submit it to nfbdynamism@nfb.org.  Please attach word documents and WPG-formatted pictures, and clearly identify who is in the pictures. Download videos free from dropbox.com. Once registered with Dropbox, upload the video and click share. The link to your file can be copied and pasted into your email message. The deadline for submitting your material is January 31, 2015. 
************************************************
Sunday, September 21, 2014
All Sunday Sessions Will Be Held in the Whozit Membership Hall (Wakefield Ballroom)
	

	7:00 – 8:30 AM
	Hospitality in Crabtree Jones

	8:00 – 8:45 AM
	Worship Service by the Rev. Robert Parrish and Rev. Steve Halsted

	NFB of NC Business Meeting

	9:00 AM 
	Call to Order by President Gary Ray

	
	Invocation by Joy Scott, President, Lincoln County Chapter

	
	Secretary’s Report by Sharon Weddington

	
	Treasurer’s Report by Boyce Locklear

	
	Chapter Report’s by Chapter Reps

	
	Membership Report by Sharon Weddington

	
	Fund Raising Report by Tim Jones

	
	PAC Report
Sun Report

	
	Old Business

	
	New Business

	
	Constitutional Amendments & Resolutions

	
	Elections

	
	Adjournment


SPECIAL THANKS GO TO:

Wake Federation of the Blind 2014 Board of Directors

President: Miriam Dixon

Vice President: Robert Parrish

Secretary/Treasurer: Faye Byrd

Board Members: Ron Broadnax, Alan Chase, Johnna Simmons
Past President Lusi Radford  

Thanks to NFB of NC hosting committee:  

Program: Miriam Dixon

Theme and Logo: Miriam Dixon

WFB Registration: Faye Byrd

Entertainment: Robert Parrish

Prayers and Service: Robert Parrish

Volunteers: Robert Parrish

Technology: Jeremiah Rogers and Johnna Simmons
Hospitality: Lusi Radford

Transportation: James Benton

Students: Alan Chase

Door Prizes: Brenda Rogers

Silent Auction: Renee Foster and Johnna Simmons
NFB-NC/WFB table: Jewel Shuping and Mike Cox

Politicians: Lusi Radford

Hotel Accommodations: Leta VanStory

Sensitivity Training for Hotel staff: Robert Parrish

Paraphernalia with Logo and Theme: Stella Gibbs

Public Relations/Communications: Ron Broadnax

Drivers: Ginger Rush, Brenda Haney, Nettie Smith, Faye Byrd, and Ralph Height
Thanks to all volunteers who helped out with the Convention

Special thanks to Jeremiah Rogers, honorary member of WFB for assisting with the technology demonstrations

Thanks to NCABS for joining in the technology demonstrations

Community United Church of Christ

Southeast Durham Lions Club
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