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Regarding the Oklahoma Department of Rehabilitation Services actions to improve quality education at the Oklahoma School for the Blind.
WHEREAS, the National Federation of the Blind of Oklahoma is the largest and most diverse independent consumer organization of blind persons in the state of Oklahoma, and;
WHEREAS, we, as such, recognize the absolute necessity of an equal and effective education for blind children to become full and productive partners in society, and;
WHEREAS, The Oklahoma School for the Blind is a key resource for the development, education, and training of blind children in the state of Oklahoma, and;
WHEREAS, The need for raising levels of expectations, standards, and outcome measures for the blind students at The Oklahoma School for the Blind, relative to those of their sighted peers has come to the attention of this organization: Now, therefore;
BE IT RESOLVED by the National Federation of the Blind of Oklahoma Board of Directors in teleconference assembled this twenty-sixth day of October, 2015, that we unanimously and heartily support the ongoing efforts of the Oklahoma Department of Rehabilitation Services to raise expectation levels and standards and to improve the quality of educational services at the Oklahoma School for the Blind.  Particularly in the instruction of the alternative techniques of blindness, including Braille, independent travel with a white cane, access technology and communication, and other skills of daily living ordinarily associated with competence for blind persons, as well as general academic achievement. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the National Federation of the Blind of Oklahoma commends and supports the efforts of the Oklahoma Department of Rehabilitation Services to provide more open, transparent, and comprehensive accountability for the practices, programs, services, and activities of the Oklahoma School for the Blind with the aim of bringing academic expectations and outcomes for its blind students more appropriately in line with those of their sighted peers.




