National Federation of the Blind of Pennsylvania            Greater Berks Chapter Meeting

Date: Saturday, November 16, 2024
Location: West Lawn Library, Zoom

1. Roll Call: 3 members and 2 guests in attendance

Officers:
Brian Mackey, President, Linda Mackey, Secretary/Treasurer,
Members:
Susan Smith, 
Guests:
Cassie Foreman, Phillis Smith (mother), Emily Gindlesperger
Absent:
Angel Torres, Victoria Eglin, Mike McCarthy 

2.  President Brian Mackey called the meeting to order at 10:06am.

Brian stated that the state affiliate is 84 years old. We currently have 52 state affiliates with over 50,000 members.
3. Secretary’s Report: Linda Mackey
Linda Mackey presented the October 2024 minutes.
4. Treasurer’s Report: Linda Mackey

Beginning Balance as of October 1, 2024:
$778.50
Income:

Dues:
$30.00

Total Income:
$30.00
Expenses:
$0.00
Ending Balance as of October 30, 2024:
$808.50
Line Items:

Transportation Assistance Fund:
$158.39
Working Balance:
$650.11
5. Membership:
Brian stated: “Come one, bring one” to increase our membership.

Our 2025 goal is to increase membership to allow us to fundraise to promote our chapter & the NFB.

We are now collecting dues for 2025 in the amount of $10 a year. Please make checks payable to Greater Berks Chapter of the NFB and write 2025 dues in the memo. Dues allow members to speak on the floor, hold motions, vote, to be appointed to committees or be elected to the board.

Send dues payments to:

Linda Mackey, Treasurer

33 Merganser Drive, Sinking Spring, PA 19608

If you want to pay your membership dues using a credit card, debit card, or PayPal account, please visit https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=4ZCGZF75RJEWY.

6. Presidential Release 

Brian Mackey played NFB Presidential Release #543. The Presidential Releases are presented by NFB President Mark Riccobono which connects NFB members on national, state, chapter, and personal levels. Current or previous Presidential Releases can be listened to at www.nfb.org/presidential-releases. The presidential releases are available in both English and Spanish along with a text transcript.
7. Old/New Business:
A. State Convention

Emily stated there were 74 registered and 67 at the banquet; Last year count was 98
Erie Lions provided volunteers the whole weekend.

Thursday tech seminar showcased several companies and agencies; promoted Braille; did not get Zoomed due to technological problems. 

Erie federal representative, Mike Kelly, spoke

Friday evening there was Bingo, auction, 50/50/, Margarita’s
50/50 grossed $145; the winner donated back $60; auction grossed over $2,000
At Banquet:  $175 pledged, $470 cash, $300 via PayPal for total $2,045
Erie mayor welcomed us at Thursday evening pasta bar along with a Veteran’s recognition.
The convention was advertised on local TV to get local people to attend

Emily thanked our Chapter for the generous baskets and donations 

Our 2025 State Convention will be in Harrisburg at the Best Western Premier, Nov 13-16.
David Goldstein will be the new convention chair
B. Washington Seminar 2025
Emily, legislative coordinator for 14 years, sets up the appointments for members to present our issues to our federal congressional representatives. 

The National office decides on which 3 main issues will be presented.

Possibilities are:
· Access Technology Affordability Act – for a refundable $2,000 tax credit over 3 years for access technology items
· Medical Devices Nonvisual Accessibility Act – guidelines for home use medical devices to be accessible

· Website and Software Accessibility Act – guidelines for all websites and software to be made accessible from their development

If interested in attending, please let affiliate legislative director, Emily Gindlesperger, know at vp2@nfbp.org. Hotel reservations need to be by Dec 31st.
The 2025 NFB Washington Seminar will take place February 3-6 in Washington, DC. 
Monday – members arrival and Great Gathering in the evening

Tuesday – visit the House

Wednesday – visit the Senate and depart

C. Parents Division
If you are on the ListServe you will see this listed. Their annual fundraiser is selling Sarris Chocolates (local shop), of which the Parents division will get 25% back. Sales will be shipped directly to you. They donated chocolate to the convention.
D. National Convention 2025
July 8-13, 2025 in New Orleans
More details found at www.nfb.org/convention
8. Outreach Opportunities:

There were no outreach opportunities to report during this meeting.

9. December Meeting

Holiday gathering at Coastal Grille on December 13th at 11:00am

10.  Next Meeting:
Our next meeting will be January 18, 2025 both in person at the West Lawn Library and virtually via the chapter’s Zoom room (meeting ID 952 5389 0689, passcode 1977). 
11. President Brian Mackey adjourned the meeting at 11:11am.
Respectfully submitted by 

Linda Mackey, Secretary/Treasurer
National Federation of the Blind of Pennsylvania Greater Berks Chapter
