National Federation of the Blind of Pennsylvania            Greater Berks Chapter Meeting

Date: Saturday, February 15, 2025
Location: Zoom
1. Roll Call: 3 members and guests in attendance

Officers:
Brian Mackey, President


Linda Mackey, Secretary/Treasurer,
Members:
Susan Smith, Cassie Foreman,
Guests:
Victoria Eglin, Paula Ogeka, David Goldstein
Absent:
Angel Torres, Mike McCarthy 
2.  President Brian Mackey called the meeting to order at 10:01am.
3. Secretary’s Report: Linda Mackey
Linda Mackey presented the January 2025 minutes.
4. Treasurer’s Report: Linda Mackey

Beginning Balance as of October 1, 2024:
$818.50
Income:




      0.00
Expenses:

Affiliate Dues: 



$35.00

Total Expenses: 



$35.00

Ending Balance as of January 31, 2025:
$783.50
Line Items:

Transportation Assistance Fund:
           $158.39
Working Balance:
                                   $625.11
After a discussion, the Line item for transportation should be left there for now.
5. Membership:
The 2025 dues of $10 are due. If you paid within the last 3 months of 2024, you are paid for 2025.Dues can be sent via Zelle (Greater Berks Chapter of the NFB with email address of Berks@NFBofPA.org.
Dues can also be sent via check made payable to NFBPA Greater Berks Chapter and sent to:

NFBPA Greater Berks Chapter

c/o Linda Mackey, Treasurer

33 Merganser Drive

Sinking Spring, PA 19608
Vicki tried to used PayPal. Brian will check it out before sending her the link.
Cassie noted she will be attending virtual when she attends the school in the spring.
6. Presidential Release 

Due to the Washington Seminar, there was no Presidential Release.
7. Outreach Opportunities:

Brian inquired if Cassie’s dad was able to distribute the flyer at Alvernia. But due to her dad having prostate cancer treatments, he has not been able to do so.
We are sending the flyer out to all members, so they can help spread the word. 
Paula inquired about us reaching out the Vision Resource Center.

8. Free White Cane Program

Free straight white canes available from the NFB national office twice a year. Visit 
www.nfb.org/free-cane-Program to learn more.
9. Old/New Business:

A. State Convention 2025
Our guest, David Goldstein, affiliate 1st VP, convention chair, and co-host of White Canes Connect gave us information regarding the convention.

Best Western Premier in Harrisburg; November 13-16; Room rate $119 + taxes. There is a free shuttle from the train to the hotel.

Basic agenda: Thursday: senior possibilities fair and tech seminar



Friday: board & division meetings, auction in the evening



Saturday: general session with speakers, banquet with our national rep speaker


Planning is on-going with monthly meetings if you are interested in assisting contact: vp1@nfbofpa.org
B. State Leadership Meeting March 19 & 20; 6-8 pm via Zoom

Good for all members to attend to learn about the NFB and the affiliate
March 19: “Understanding Our Legacy: The History of the National Federation of the Blind
March 20: Fostering Respect & Inclusion: The Code of Conduct along with Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion

To attend, register by March 10, 2025:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfzUJ7O_j6DTwOyKXpiqbS9Hvb05ElEeoabu6yTGTXCxOZKrg/viewform?usp=header

For more information, contact:  
Michelle McManus: michelleandremy@gmail.com
Stacie Leap: stacie.leap@gmail.com
C. Washington Seminar 2025

Brian gave a recap on the Washington Seminar held February 3-6 in Washington, DC. 
They presented 

· Website and Software Accessibility Act – guidelines for all websites and software to be made accessible from their development and how accessibility should look like
· Medical Devices Nonvisual Accessibility Act – guidelines for home use medical devices (glucose monitors, blood pressure machines) to be accessible

· The Blind Americans Return to Work Act will eliminate the Social Security Disability Insurance earnings cliff and make other reforms to create true work incentives for blind Americans. PS. On Thursday, this was introduced into the House bill (number HR 1175).
Cassie is unsure who her Congressional rep is. Brian stated it is based on her mailing address, so she would

either have Chrissy Houlahan or Madeleine Dean as her Congresswoman. The best way to find out is by visiting

www.house.gov  and then type in your zip code or full mailing address.
PA had 3 teams (5 members each); they were able to visit 15 of the 19 representatives scheduled; met Senator McCormack at a meet/greet with a Zoom meeting to be scheduled later.
D. National Convention July 8-13, 2025 in New Orleans

New Orleans Marriott- $119 plus taxes

Convention registration will begin in March. Registration $25; virtual registration $10; banquet $80; 

Scholarships are available for first timers
More details found at www.nfb.org/convention
E. Bank Account
On January 28, 2025, Brian & Linda updated the signature cards at Fulton Bank. 
F. Chapter Board Vacancies

Brian was notified that the chapter needed to fill two board vacancies. Susan has agreed to be the VP. We still need a board member. Both positions require the person to be able to assist the president in any duty deemed by the president.
10. Misc:
Vicky – has RP; age 51, works at Mental Health therapist; married; has son, 23, lives at home, daughter, 20, at Millersville University.
Cassie – going to Hiram G Andrews Center in the spring for training
Susan – has three children; in Boston, New Mexico, Florida
11. Next Meeting:
Our next meeting will be March 15, 2025 via the chapter’s Zoom (ID 952 5389 0689, passcode 1977). 
11. President Brian Mackey adjourned the meeting at 11:07AM.
Respectfully submitted by 

Linda Mackey, Secretary/Treasurer
National Federation of the Blind of Pennsylvania Greater Berks Chapter
