National Federation of the Blind of Pennsylvania            Greater Berks Chapter Meeting

Date: Saturday, April 12, 2025
Location: Zoom
1. Roll Call: 3 members and guests in attendance

Officers:
Brian Mackey, President


Linda Mackey, Secretary/Treasurer,
Members:
Susan Smith, Mike McCarthy, Paula & Alex Ogeka
Guests:
Pamela Baquero, President Blind Merchants Division
Absent:
Cassie Foreman
2.  President Brian Mackey called the meeting to order at 10:11am.
3. Secretary’s Report: Linda Mackey
Linda Mackey presented the February 2025 minutes.
4. Treasurer’s Report: Linda Mackey

Beginning Balance as of February 1, 2025:
$783.50
Income:
Dues via Zelle:



$10.00

Dues via Check:



$30.00

Total Income:




$40.00
Expenses:




$0.00
Ending Balance as of March 31, 2025:
$823.50
Line Items:

Transportation Assistance Fund:

$158.39
Working Balance:



$665.11
5. Membership:
The 2025 dues of $10 are due. If you paid within the last 3 months of 2024, you are paid for 2025.Dues can be sent via Zelle (Greater Berks Chapter of the NFB with email address of Berks@NFBofPA.org.
Dues can also be sent via check made payable to NFBPA Greater Berks Chapter and sent to:

NFBPA Greater Berks Chapter

c/o Linda Mackey, Treasurer

33 Merganser Drive

Sinking Spring, PA 19608
6. Presidential Release 

Played Presidential Release # 548
Highlights from Live broadcast: Our advocacy

Urged congress to extend Medicare Telehealth benefits – they did but just til September 30th
Urged Congress not to eliminate Museum & Library Services; so important to blind community

Urged Congress not to close the Dept. of Education & it’s programs


This includes programs for the disabled, Vocational Rehabilitation, Randolph Sehard Act, and 

Independent living for older adults
Under Social Security the administration has made drastic cuts in personnel; over aggressive for repayment 

procedures; extremely long tines to hear about pending cases; 
All of the letters sent by the NFB can be found under the policy section on the website
The Access Technology Affordability Act – up to 50 co-sponsors but need more
Lawsuit: Texas vs. Kenndy; threatens to eliminate our protections under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. 17 states in lawsuit; NFB has urged these states to withdraw their participation; only 4 states have passed resolutions urging their states to withdraw
The NFB along with other disability organizations to sue the Social Security Administration for the reduction of personnel that will be harmful to the blind community.
7. Guest speaker: Pam Baquero, President  PA Association of Blind Merchants Division


Her phone: 215-200-3696; PAblindmerchants.org
Began 2019; meet virtually 3rd Tuesday of the month, 6 pm
Business Enterprise Program (BEP) part of the Randolph Shepard Act of 1936


Originally started for blind Veterans to start their own business


Federal program in all states. The blind have priority to start businesses in all Federal and State 

locations and on the interstate highways.

Pam & others have micro markets (convenient store - sells many types of products), hers is in 
Harrisburg post office

Sign up thru OVR (office of vocational rehab) for training
PA Association of Blind Merchants

Support BEP program and blind entrepreneurs in other businesses


Support and network each other
Fundraiser: Spring Fling; vendor showcase; Saturday May 17th, 4pm – 10 pm; $25

Harrisburg Best Western Premier, 800 Clark Rd; Room rate $135

Includes various vendors, raffles, door prizes, hors d'oeuvres, cash bar, dancing

Vendor table: $50 ($75 for electricity); includes 1 dinner/entrance fee
8. Outreach Opportunities:
Waiting to hear from Cassie if her father was able to reach out at Alvenia or Albright Colleges
Alex stated that Kutztown U. offers a scholarship for blind students. He will take the flyer there

Alex will post the flyer on the blind alumni page

Paula will pass the flyer along to VI teachers they know

Alex & Paula offered to pay for up to 10 people for potential new member’s dues if that would help them 
Susan suggested putting flyers on library CCTV’s; Linda stated most libraries will not let you do that but you can put flyers on their bulletin boards, which has been done at this library.
Brian indicated that other chapters have listed themselves with the local chamber of commerce
9. Legislative Updates
As President Mark Riccobono mentioned on his release that we are working to get sponsors for the Access Technology Affordability Act HR1529 which will offer a refundable tax credit up to $2,000 for access technology products
The Americans Return to Work Act which will update the SSDI’s rules. If you earn more than the current Successful Gainful Activity of $2,700. If you go over, even by $1.00 you’ll lose your Social Security and your medical. This bill will use a 2:1 phase down. For every $2.00 you go over, you’ll lose $1.00. This is similar to the SSDI’s regulations.
10. Old/New Business:
A. Piano Bar” Zoom tonight 7pm; registration $10

Four performers from PA, Utah, California, Florida
Benefits PA Blind Parents Division & PA Parents of Blind Children Division
B. National Convention July 8-13, 2025 in New Orleans

New Orleans Marriott- $119 plus taxes

Convention registration will begin in March. Registration $25; virtual registration $10; banquet $80; 

Scholarships are available for first timers
More details found at www.nfb.org/convention
C. National & State Convention Scholarships
National Scholarships up to $8,000;  two State Scholarships for $1,250
D. State Convention 2025
Best Western Premier in Harrisburg; November 13-16; Room rate $119 + taxes. Free shuttle from the train to the hotel.
All-Inclusive package: registration ($15), all meals, and banquet

Ala Carte package: after 9/15, registration $20; pay for meals separately
Basic agenda: Thursday: senior possibilities fair and tech seminar



Friday: board & division meetings, auction in the evening



Saturday: general session with speakers, banquet with our national rep speaker


E. Chapter Board Vacancies

When our membership increases, we need to have one more board member. 
F. Research Opportunity
Penn State U. is looking for individuals with visual impairments to evaluate a new mobile application to assist these persons in locating and retrieving everyday objects.

Part 1: Zoom Interview about 30 minutes

Part 2: In person testing about 2 hours

Compensation: Approximately $30/hour 
11. Round the Room
12. Next Meeting:
Our next meeting will be May 17, 2025 via the chapter’s Zoom (ID 952 5389 0689, passcode 1977). 
11. President Brian Mackey adjourned the meeting at 11:07AM.
Respectfully submitted by 

Linda Mackey, Secretary/Treasurer
National Federation of the Blind of Pennsylvania Greater Berks Chapter
