National Federation of the Blind of Pennsylvania            Greater Berks Chapter Meeting

Date: Saturday, June 20, 2026
Location: Zoom
1. Roll Call: 4 members and guests
Officers:
Brian Mackey, President
Susan Smith, Vice President

Linda Mackey Secretary & Treasurer
Members: Leah Kinzinger
2.  President Brian Mackey called the meeting to order at 10:13 am.

3. Secretary’s Report: Linda Mackey 
The secretary’s report for May 2026 was read; motioned by Susan, 2nd by Leah, and approved unanimously.
4. Treasurer’s Report: Linda Mackey 
Beginning Balance as of May 1, 2026:
$962.24
Income:




$0.00
Expenses:




$0.00
Ending Balance as of May 31, 2026:

$962.24
Line Items:

Transportation Assistance Fund:

$158.39
Working Balance:



$803.85
6. Membership:
For those that have not yet paid their 2026 dues of $10 to please do so at your earliest convenience. Potential new members are welcomed to attend a couple of meetings as a guest before deciding to pay dues and join as a member. Dues can be sent via Zelle (Greater Berks Chapter of the NFB) with email address of Berks@NFBofPA.org.
Dues can also be sent via check made payable to NFBPA Greater Berks Chapter and sent to:

NFBPA Greater Berks Chapter

c/o Linda Mackey, Treasurer

33 Merganser Drive, Sinking Spring, PA 19608
7. Presidential Release

Brian Mackey played NFB Presidential Release #561. The Presidential Release is presented by NFB President Mark Riccobono which connects NFB members on national, state, chapter, and personal levels. Current or previous Presidential Releases, in English, Spanish or text, can be listened to at www.nfb.org/presidential-releases. 
This release discussed the convention as mentioned in Article 5 Section A of the NFB constitution at the national organization level. Pres. Riccobono also mentioned the Give25 campaign.

8. Outreach Opportunities:

We are still searching for outreach opportunities. Possible events:

West Reading Fall Fest 
9/19 
cost $100

Leah will check to see if a Lions Club would pay for or share a table


We’ll check with Paula it see if she knows of anyone to share a table

Diversity Fair  

9/26    
cost $25 ??


9. Legislative Update:

-Access Technology Affordability Act:


The House bill (HR 1529) has 76 cosponsors; 4 from PA and sponsored by Mike Kelly of PA

The Senate bill (S 1918) has 18 cosponsors; one from PA

-Blind Americans Return to Work Act:


The House bill (HR 1175) has 49 cosponsors; 2 from PA


The Senate bill (S 4334) has 1 cosponsor; none from PA

-Websites & Software Applications Accessibility Act:

The House bill (HR 3417) has 9 cosponsors; one from PA


The Senate bill (S 3974) has 2 cosponsors; none from PA

-Transformation to Competitive Integrated Employment Act:

The House bill (HR 4771) has 5 cosponsors; none from PA


The Senate bill (S 2438) has 7 cosponsors; none from PA

- Medical Devices Nonvisual Accessibility Act (HR 5605)


There are 22 cosponsors; one from PA

- Connect for Health Act


The House bill (HR 4206) has 237 cosponsors; 9 from PA


The Senate bill (S 1261) has 73 cosponsors; both Senators from PA
Brian urged all members to reach out to their Congressional representatives. To contact your member in the U.S. House of Representatives or the U.S. Senators from Pennsylvania, call the Capitol switchboard at 202-224-3121. The Capitol switchboard will connect you to your representative or senator’s office. If you're unsure of who your representative is, visit www.house.gov and enter your zip code to find them. Alternatively, you can contact your local public library for assistance to locate the right contact information.
10. Old/New Business

A. National Convention: 

The 2026 National Convention will be July 3-8 in Austin, Texas with a room rate of $139/night plus tax. There are rooms available at the Austin Marriott Downtown. Registration is $25 each plus $85 each for the banquet. After May 31, registration is $30 and the banquet is $90.
For those who can’t attend in person, they can participate partially via the virtual experience; registration fee of $10 per person. This allows you to attend virtually the resolutions committee meeting, the board of directors meeting, all of the general sessions, and the banquet. You are also eligible for door prizes. 
The members approved giving $25 to the General Fund at the convention
Additional details can be found at www.nfb.org/convention.
B. State Convention 2026:

The 2026 state convention will be held November 5-8 at the Hershey Lodge;  room rate of $149 a night before tax ($165 a night with tax). When making your room reservations, you are asked to pay the first night of your stay as an advance deposit to hold the room. As convention gets closer, additional details will be shared. To learn more including how to make room reservations, visit www.nfbofpa.org/state-convention.

12. Next Meeting:
Our next meeting will be Aug 15, 2026 via the chapter’s Zoom (ID 952 5389 0689, passcode 1977) and maybe in person at the West Lawn Library. 
13. President Brian Mackey adjourned the meeting at 11:36 AM.
Respectfully submitted by Linda Mackey, Secretary/Treasurer

Reviewed by Brian Mackey, President

National Federation of the Blind of PA Greater Berks Chapter

