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Free Aira Site Access at National Federation of the Blind State Conventions

The National Federation of the Blind has partnered with Aira to provide free Aira Site Access to NFB members during our 2018 state convention. Aira subscribers who are National Federation of the Blind members can use the service at our convention for free without having minutes deducted from their plans. In addition, those interested in Aira have the unique opportunity to try out the service for free while at our convention. This convention-wide, free site access is available only at NFB state conventions, giving NFB members an exclusive opportunity to test-drive Aira in a convention setting.

Aira allows blind individuals to connect via live video to a trained agent through a mobile app or wearable glasses to get real-time visual information or assistance. Learn more about Aira and special pricing available for NFB members at go.aira.io/NFB. 
How it Works 
Before you head to convention or as soon as you get there, download the free Aira app from the App Store, and create a guest account if you are not already an Aira subscriber. Also, make sure your phone’s GPS feature is enabled. When you enter the convention Site Access location, your phone will receive a notification letting you know that the space you are in is part of the Aira Network. When you connect with an agent, he or she will also confirm that you are now covered by the network, and no minutes will be deducted from your account.

When you leave or enter convention areas that are covered by the Site Access network, you will be informed by the Aira agent.
To learn more about Aira and the special plan available exclusively to NFB members, visit go.aira.io/NFB.
We Welcome Our Exhibitors:  Christian Ministry Teachers, Elections Systems and Software, Enhanced Vision, Humanware, NFB of PA Jewelry, 
NFB Newsline, NFB Training Centers, Orcam Technology, Restore Eye Care and Eye Gym, and Vanda Pharmaceuticals. 
Registration will be held Friday from 10:00 A.M. until 3:30 P.M. and on Saturday from 7:30 A.M. until 8:15 A.M. outside of Regency A.

The Happy Valley chapter is giving away candy bags to all registered participants.  So please pick one up at the registration table.   If you get the bag containing a
quarter, please come see Michelle McManus, President, Happy Valley chapter, to receive a prize donated by our chapter.  Thank you.  Happy hunting!

A table featuring materials of the National Federation of the Blind will be available in the registration area.

Remember to turn your auction items in to Denice Brown or Connie Scheu, and your door prizes in to Harriet Go.

There is a dog relief area available outside of the hotel elevator area.  For further information, contact Joseph Drenth or Millad Bokhouri.
There will be an exhibit area on Friday, November 2, 2018, in the Upper Lobby from 9:30 A.M.  to 4:30 P.M.
FRIDAY, November 2, 2018
9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M. 

Technology Seminar – Regency A, Joseph Drenth, Moderator

9:30 A.M.  - 4:30 P.M.

 Exhibit Area – Upper Lobby

10:00 A.M. - 3:30P.M. 

Pennsylvania Parents of Blind Children Division Meeting – Whitney Room – Emily Gindlesperger, President

10:00 A.M. - 3:30 P.M. 

Registration –outside of Regency A

1:30 P.M. – 2:40 P.M. 

Pennsylvania Association of Guide Dog Users Division Meeting - Regency A –Millad Bokhouri, President

2:45 P.M. – 3:55 P.M.  

NFB of Pennsylvania Deafblind Division Meeting – Regency A – Marsha Drenth, President

2:45 P.M. – 3:55 P.M. 

Some Facts and Fictions for the Senior Blind – Executive Board Room – Connie Scheu, moderator, President Erie County Chapter, and Board Member NFB of Pennsylvania 
4:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M. 

NFB of Pennsylvania Board Meeting – Regency A

5:00 P.M. 



Nominating Committee – Executive Board Room

6:30 P.M. - 7:00 P.M. 

Resolutions Committee –Regency A – Michelle McManus, Chair

6:45 P.M. 



Student Seminar Registration – Executive Board Room

7:00 P.M. 



Student Seminar –Executive Board Room – Elizabeth Muhammad, President, Pennsylvania Association of Blind Students

7:00 P.M. 



Jigsaw Chapter Meeting: Piecing Pennsylvania Together – Whitney Room-Brenda Gillis, Moderator

7:30 P.M. 



Auction – Regency A
SATURDAY, November 3, 2018
General Sessions – Regency A

8:30 A.M. 



Invocation-Joseph Drenth, 1st Vice President NFB of Pennsylvania
8:35 A.M. 



Welcoming –Michelle McManus, President, Happy Valley Chapter NFB of Pennsylvania






Housekeeping – Joseph Drenth, Convention Chair

8:45 A.M. 



Presidential Report – Lynn Heitz, President, National Federation of the Blind of Pennsylvania

9:15 A.M. 



NFB National Report – Kevan Worley, National Representative, National Federation of the Blind of Colorado  
10:00 A.M.  


Navigating the Healthcare System as a Blind Person – Millad Bokhouri, President, Brandywine Valley Chapter, NFB of Pennsylvania

10:15 A.M.  


My China Syndrome – Elizabeth Muhammad, President, Pennsylvania Association of Blind Students

10:30 A.M.  


My Summer Academy Experience – Simon Bonenfant, member Keystone Chapter NFB of Pennsylvania
10:45 A.M. 


My Child’s Rehab Experience, Carlton Ann Cooke-Walker, Esq., President National Organization of Parents of Blind Children   

11:00 A.M. 


Report on Rehabilitation Services for the Blind in Pennsylvania – Ryan Hyde, Acting- Executive Director, Office of Vocational Rehabilitation

11:30 A.M. 


Questions and Answers
11:45 A.M.  


What’s Happening in the Performing Arts Division – Katelyn MacIntyre, Vice President, National Federation of the Blind Performing Arts Division   

12:00 Noon 
Lunch – Regency B

1:30 P.M. 



Report on National Library Services for the Blind and Physically Handicapped – Devon E. Evans, Manager, Patron Services and Briana Albright, Children's Specialist, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh
2:00 P.M. 


Questions and Answers
2:10 P.M. 


The Philosophy of the NFB in Blindness Skills Training – Edward C. Bell, PhD. – Louisiana Center for the Blind;   Ernesto Lucca, Cane Travel Instructor – Colorado Center for the Blind;  Brian Dulude, PhD, Assistant Director, BLIND, Inc. 
2:40 P.M. 


Elections

3:05 P.M.   


Listening, Learning, Sharing:  Reflections on the Pennsylvania Leadership Seminar – Tom Brown, Vice President, Pennsylvania Association of Blind Students; Mindy Gunns, 1st Vice President Erie County Chapter 
3:35 P.M. 
 

Life in the Working World:  My BEP Experience – Stanley Ingram, 1st Vice President, Greater Philadelphia Chapter, NFB of Pennsylvania
3:50 P.M. 


Changing Minds, Brent Betron,  Assistant Director/Director of Youth Programs – Colorado Center for the Blind   
4:10 P.M.  


Structured Discovery Edward C. Bell, PhD. Director, Department of Professional Development and Research Institute on Blindness, Louisiana Tech.  
4:30 P.M. 


Adjournment of General Session

6:00 P.M. 
Cash Bar – Regency Ball Room

7:00 P.M. 
Banquet – Regency Ballroom
SUNDAY, November 4, 2018
8:00 A.M. 


Chapter Breakfast: A Sharing of Past Projects and Future Plans to Help the NFB Grow in Pennsylvania – Regency A – Harriet Go, President, Keystone Chapter NFB of Pennsylvania 

Business Meeting – Regency A 

9:00 A.M. 


State Financial Report – James Antonacci, Treasurer, NFB of Pennsylvania

9:30 A.M. 



Funding at the National level – Kevan Worley, National Representative 

9:50 A.M. 



Funding at the State level – Lynn Heitz, State President,

10:10 A.M. 



Funding at the Local level
10:30 A.M. 



Legislative Report, Emily Gindlesperger 
10:50 A.M. 



Reports and Resolutions

11:00 A.M. 



Adjournment
NFB PLEDGE

I pledge to participate actively in the effort of the National Federation of the Blind to achieve equality, opportunity and security for the blind; to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to abide by its constitution.
The National Federation of the Blind is not an organization speaking for the blind - It is the Blind speaking for themselves.

