National Federation of the Blind, San Antonio Chapter Meeting
Ruben Rincón, Jr., chapter secretary
February 14, 2026
BiblioTech EDU – 626 N Flores Street
San Antonio, TX 78212

Members and Visitors Present
Amelia P., Isabel C., Heather A., Matt A., Sara L., Ruben R., Atreyu D., Steve T., Janet, Ariel O., Bob P., Olivia, Madison, Gilbert G., Michael G., Margaret Hl, Bryan B., Wendy W., Betina V.

Meeting started at 11:00am with NFB Presidential Release
Introductions
Attendees introduced themselves.
Regular Agenda
Secretary’s Report
Posted online by Leilani, no discussion, motion to accept as presented made by Amelia, second by Bryan, motion passed

Treasurer’s Report
Presented by Bryan, motion to accept as presented made by Sara, second by Margaret, motion passed

Washington Seminar Presentation by Amelia
Amelia was unable to attend in person because of cancelled flights and ankle injury. Appointments were changed to virtual appointments. Meetings were held with Tony Gonzales and Joaquin Castro but attempts to meet with Henry Cuellar have been unsuccessful. Wendy reminded everyone to call representatives when needed by calling the Capitol Switchboard at 202-224-3121.

Chapter Contact Information
Wendy reminded everyone of the chapter phone number and email address as well as her chapter email address:
210-624-8210
sanantonio@nfbtx.org
wwalker@nfbtx.org

Blind Vendors Update
The NFB has joined a lawsuit with blind vendors against the U.S. Army for requesting an exemption from the Randolph-Sheppard Act.

Waymo
Waymo has started mapping San Antonio and service should be available soon.

Eleven Reader App
Eleven Reader has partnered with the NFB to offer a discount on its premium subscription for NFB members.

Unsolicited Contact from Lawyers
Wendy warned everyone about lawyers reaching out to blind people to sue companies with no real benefit to the blind community. If anyone is contacted by a lawyer, contact the chapter.

Upcoming Expenses
The chapter will have expenses for the following events this year: vendor tables (Low Vision Expo), National and State convention registration fees, state scholarship funds.

UTSA AI Study
Wendy participated in a study by UTSA on AI. The study can be done in-person or online and the researchers are offering $30 payment. Wendy will forward the link to the form via email.

Low Vision Expo
The Low Vision Expo will be on May 2nd at the Airport Marriott. 

National and Chapter Scholarships
The national scholarship deadline is March 31st.

There was discussion on chapter scholarship application and eligibility criteria. Requirements will be an essay, at least a 3.0 GPA, resume, transcript, proof of blindness, deadline of July for awarding in August, open to any blind person, and open to full time and part time students. Michael will work on the application form.

After discussion, the chapter will contribute $200 to the state scholarship fund.

There was discussion of fundraising ideas and potential volunteers to develop more fundraising plans.

Tech Tip/Independence Tip Rotation
There was discussion of rotating who presents a tech tech or independence tip at each meeting. Ruben will present one at March meeting.

Planning for Chapter Outings
There was discussion about planning chapter outings. Wendy called for volunteers to check the zoo and the botanical gardens for potential chapter events. Ariel will contact someone at the zoo and Amelia will contact someone at the botanical gardens.

Morgan’s Wonderland
Sara presented on different sports and fitness activities offered at Morgan’s Wonderland.

Meeting dismissed.
