National Federation of the Blind, San Antonio Chapter Meeting
Ruben Rincón, Jr., chapter secretary
March 21, 2026
BiblioTech EDU – 626 N Flores Street
San Antonio, TX 78212
Members and Visitors Present
Wendy, Amelia, Ruben, Edgar, Steve, Natalie, Margaret, Olivia, Janet, Madison, Maurita, Gilbert, Athalie, Ariel on Zoom

Meeting started at 11:05. Wendy mentioned that some regular attendees are out of town or unable to attend today.
Secretary’s Report
The secretary’s report was posted on social media. Motion to accept the report as posted made by Gilbert, seconded by Athalie, motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report
The treasurer’s report was presented by Wendy due to Bryan being unable to attend today’s meeting. Motion to accept the report as presented made by Athalie, seconded by Emily, motion passed.
Airport Access Program
There was a short discussion on the airport access program for persons with disabilities. Wendy and Athalie presented some information they know about the program.
Legislation Action
Michael attended a meeting for Wendy on Texas vs. Kennedy, a lawsuit that is now aiming to strike down the Olmstead portion of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, which has to do with the institutionalization of persons with disabilities. The Olmstead Act allowed for persons with disabilities to remain in their own homes and be provided services there. Texas vs. Kennedy would also impact website accessibility requirements and have other serious implications for blind people. The NFB is urging members to email and call governor Greg Abbot and attorney general Ken Paxton to urge them to drop this lawsuit.
Presidential Release
The presidential release was played.
Local Elections Accessibility
Wendy reminded us that if anyone has encountered or does encounter in the future issues with election accessibility to please contact her at wwalker@nfbtx.org. Wendy is planning a meeting with elections officials soon.

Independence/Accessibility Tip Presentation
Ruben demonstrated the WayAround app and Waytags for labeling and marking items. Gilbert volunteered to present at next month’s meeting.
Scholarships
The Jernigan new member scholarship is due March 31 but requires an interview with Norma Crosby. There is also a scholarship from the state affiliate that is a $300 allotment given to 25 people to help attend convention. This scholarship requires a recommendation from Wendy. Wendy will update us on the deadline for this scholarship. Members cannot receive both scholarships; if someone receive one, they will not receive the other.

Michael and Wendy have completed the local chapter scholarship application. Wendy will send out the link to the application. The deadline to apply is May 31. The scholarship is for $300 and applicants must be enrolled in the upcoming Fall semester.
Waymo
Waymo is now active in the downtown area of San Antonio.
Easter Eggs for Next Year
Wendy mentioned that the national association of bomb technicians make beeping easter eggs as a fundraiser and sell them at a good price. The chapter might consider purchasing some for next year.
Chapter Outings
Ariel reported that she has been having trouble finding a good contact person at the zoo. Groups of 10 or more people receive a small discount per ticket from $40 to $37. Wendy will pass along contact information to Ariel of someone at the zoo who might be able to give more information on group trips.

Amelia has not yet been able to make contact with the events coordinator at the botanical gardens. Amelia will contact her next week and pass along information to the chapter.
Member Introductions
Those present introduced themselves with representatives from VIA present.
Question and Answer Session from VIA
Highlights of the session:
· Chapter email will be added to communication emails from VIA
· New rider app to be implemented in May
· Clarification on wait time policy: there has been no change in policy; it is still 5 minute wait time
· New vehicle tracking system will use real-time tracking and location for more accurate pickup and drop off times
· Attendees presented individual concerns and compliments to VIA representatives

Meeting dismissed at 1:10pm.
