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Regarding the Reductions in Force at the United States Department of Education

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Education administers programs essential to promote education, independence, and economic opportunity for millions of blind Americans; and

WHEREAS, contained within the Department of Education is the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) and the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS), which houses the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) and the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA), all of which provide essential resources to aid blind Americans in our pursuit of education and employment; and 

WHEREAS, these divisions are responsible for the enforcement and oversight of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) (20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq.), vocational rehabilitation services (29 U.S.C. § 701 et seq.), the Randolph-Sheppard program (20 U.S.C. § 107 et seq.), and the Independent Living Services for Older Individuals who are Blind (OIB) program (29 U.S.C. 796j-796l), as well as enforcement of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act; and

WHEREAS, at 12:00 a.m. on October 1, 2025, after the United States Congress failed to pass either a budget bill or a continuing resolution, the Federal Government was shut down due to lack of funding; and 

WHEREAS, on October 10, 2025, during the Federal Government shutdown, Reduction in Force (RIF) notices were issued to OSERS and OCR employees, which decimated both offices to the point of practically eliminating them; and 

WHEREAS, the elimination of OSERS will cause a loss of institutional knowledge, possible disruption in the distribution of federal funding that helps supplement critical state programs, and a loss of administrative support and technical assistance for IDEA programs, Rehabilitation Act of 1973 programs, and the Randolph-Sheppard Program; and

WHEREAS, the elimination of the OCR will cause a severe reduction in the capacity to investigate and enforce both Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, which prohibit discrimination on the basis of disability in educational institutions that are funded at the federal, state, and local levels; and 

WHEREAS, without these protection and enforcement mechanisms, blind students, employees, and entrepreneurs will be left vulnerable to discrimination: Now, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the National Federation of the Blind of virginia, in convention assembled this second day of November, 2025, in Virginia Beach , Virginia, that the National Federation of the Blind of Virginia urge the administration to immediately rescind the Reduction in Force orders issued to the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services and the Office for Civil Rights on October 10, 2025; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Federation of the Blind of Virginia demand the Department of Education ensure that there is adequate staffing to fulfill its statutory requirement to administer the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Randolph-Sheppard Program, and the Americans with Disabilities Act; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the National Federation of the Blind of Virginia demand the Department of Education promptly distribute all funds appropriated by Congress and associated with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
