RESOLUTION 2025-02
Regarding Autonomous Vehicles

WHEREAS, fully autonomous vehicle (AV) technology has the potential to dramatically increase affordable, reliable, and equitable transportation options for blind people, providing true independence in travel; and

WHEREAS, the National Federation of the Blind has long affirmed that blind people must be included in shaping AV policy, regulation, and deployment to ensure full nonvisual accessibility and affordability; and

WHEREAS, safe, fully autonomous vehicle rideshare services are now being tested or deployed in cities such as Phoenix, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Dallas, Houston, Austin, and Washington, DC, yet such opportunities remain unavailable in the Commonwealth of Virginia; and

WHEREAS, Northern Virginia is deeply integrated into the broader Washington metropolitan region, with daily traffic and transportation systems flowing across Virginia, Maryland, and the District of Columbia, making it a prime location for early deployment and coordinated regional AV access; and

WHEREAS, Virginia is home to significant technology hubs in Northern Virginia, as well as federal agencies, research universities, and rural and urban communities that stand to benefit from equitable deployment of AV technology; and

WHEREAS, without proactive engagement, blind Virginians are at risk of being excluded from shaping and accessing this transformative transportation technology, putting us at a disadvantage in assuring that AV manufacturers produce truly nonvisual accessible and affordable solutions:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the National Federation of the Blind of Virginia, in convention assembled this second day of November, 2025, in Virginia Beach, Virginia, that we urge the Virginia General Assembly to enact legislation enabling autonomous vehicle manufacturers to test and deploy commercial autonomous vehicle rideshare services in the Commonwealth; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we urge Virginia cities, counties, and regional transportation authorities to prioritize larger metropolitan areas—such as Northern Virginia, Richmond, and Hampton Roads—as initial sites for autonomous vehicle deployment, while building pathways for statewide expansion; and

BE it FURTHER RESOLVED that we urge these jurisdictions to create policies that incentivize autonomous vehicle companies to operate in their areas, with requirements for nonvisual accessibility and affordability built in; and

BE it FURTHER RESOLVED that Avs should not require that a licensed driver be present during the ride; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we call upon leading autonomous vehicle manufacturers to actively engage blind Virginians in user testing, policy development, and deployment planning to guarantee that AV services in Virginia are fully accessible and usable by the blind; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we commit to working with partners across Virginia to ensure that autonomous vehicle technology enhances independence, equity, and opportunity for blind people throughout the Commonwealth.
