PCNFB Minutes for October 8, 2025

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by President Sandy Halverson. There were seven Zoom participants with twelve members and three guests in-person.

• The chapter picnic to be held on October 11 at the Halversons was cancelled as John Halverson was ill.

• Minutes of September 10 meeting. Larry Povinelli moved that the minutes be adopted as distributed; Seton Droppers seconded. The motion passed.

• Treasurer’s Report for the period September 11, 2025-October 8, 2025. Beginning Balance: $4,596.89.
Income: $0.00.
Disbursements:
Bus Correction: $75.00.
PAC plan and VPAD: $50.00 each.
Total Disbursements: $175.00.
Ending Balance: $4,421.89.
Frank Riley moved that the Treasurer’s Report be adopted as distributed; Larry Povinelli seconded. The motion was passed.

• Bus for Convention. Sandy Halverson reported that around 29 or 30 people were registered so far, but she expects more. The bus will arrive at St. George’s between 9:30 and 9:45 on Thursday, October 30. Patty Droppers reported that Thursday morning wasn’t any problem, but the Director of Operations was concerned about the bus finding a space to unload on Sunday due to a church event. Patty Said she would report to the church that they’ve always been able to find a place to unload in the past.
• Auction Items for Convention. Items are still needed for the convention, where proceeds will go to our Silver Bells Program for seniors. There is an online form you can use to describe your item.

• There was a discussion about convention agenda formats. Some people were having trouble accessing the agenda from the NFBV website. State President Soforenko said there would be multiple formats of the agenda, but that he didn’t want to get into micromanaging the situation. He expected that MSWord, HTML, and braille would be available.

• Potomac Chapter Constitution Amendments. The proposed changes to our chapter constitution were reread. Tracy Soforenko moved that all the changes be accepted; Larry Povinelli seconded. The motion was adopted. (I will attach the approved new changes after these minutes.)

• Convention Door Prizes. Sean MacMahon moved that $125 be given for door prizes. The motion was passed.

•Future chapter program ideas: Establish relationship with Teachers of Tomorrow and blind children; Primerica; Chrisselle Brown of CLB presentation on services available to Arlington residents; Patty Droppers will look into getting Arlington County election officials to present on new voting machines in the Spring of 2026.

• New Business. Rachel Schreiman is the new Coordinator for Silver Bells.
Blind Equality and Achievement Month Activities: On October 2, Larry and Sue Povinelli participated in Blind Children’s Space camp in Huntsville, Alabama, where there were about 138 children. On October 4, Christine Grassman had a program on braille at her condo complex, with 10-12 people present. On October 10, Julie Orozco and her Seeing Eye Dog Xavier will read and answer questions about blindness at her daughter’s preschool class.

• Membership. Laura Kimis a potential new chapter member.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:48 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Patty Droppers,
Recording Secretary


October 8, 2025 PCNFB Constitutional Changes

Article III membership:
Section c A member who fails to pay dues by January 31 and is dropped from the roll is readmitted upon payment of dues.

Article IV Officers and their duties:
Section A All terms of office shall begin on December 1.

Section B The annual election of officers and board of directors shall take place at the November  meeting.  

Article VI Dues: 
Section B Dues must be paid no later than the end of the October Chapter meeting.  Any member failing to pay dues by the above date shall be ineligible to vote and hold office.  These rights shall be restored upon payment of dues.  Any member whose dues remain unpaid through January 31 shall be dropped from the membership roles.

Article VII Committees:

The PCNFB shall have standing committees on Membership, Projects, Ways and Means and Legislation. The President shall appoint the chairperson and members of each standing committee by the January meeting. The personnel of standing committees shall serve for one (1) year and may be reappointed indefinitely. 

Section B: A nominating Committee, appointed by the President at the October meeting, shall make its report on or before the November meeting. Nominations shall always be accepted from the floor.

Section C: An internal financial controls Committee (IFCC), appointed by the President at the October meeting, shall review the financial records of this organization and shall make its report at or before the November meeting. 

Section D: Special Committees may be appointed at any time and shall serve until their purpose has been achieved or they have been dismissed. The President shall appoint the chairpersons and members of special committees. 

Article VIII Responsibilities to the National Federation of the Blind of Virginia:
Section A: On or before January 1 of each year, the Treasurer shall forward to the National Federation of the Blind of Virginia Treasurer $.50 (fifty) for each active member along with a complete roster of the names, addresses, phone numbers and e-mail addresses of all officers, directors and members.
