Are You Ready to
LEAP

(“Learning Excellence in Academics Program”) 
Into College?
What is LEAP? 

· Five week collaborative program with Virginia Commonwealth University and the Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind and Vision Impaired 
· Opportunity for rising high school juniors and seniors and high school graduates from spring 2017 to assess their college-readiness skills, enhance awareness of the academic and blindness-related demands of college, and evaluate ability to manage time and priorities

· Classes taught on the VCU campus by college professors and/or graduate students
· Classes graded according to collegiate standards (not reflected on transcript)
· LEAP participants housed in the VRCBVI dormitory
· Minimum of six accepted applicants required for program to take place
Dates to remember for LEAP
· Application Deadline:  April 14, 2017
· Program Begins:  1:00 p.m., July 9, 2017
· Graduation Ceremony: 2:00-5:00 p.m., August 10, 2017 (MCV Campus)

· Students must depart the VRCBVI Campus no later than 12:00 p.m., August 11, 2017
LEAP Overview
Explore STEM-H Majors and Careers - see Sample Schedule below:
	
	Monday

@VCU
	Tuesday

@ VCU
	Wednesday

@ VCU
	Thursday

@ VCU
	Friday

@ VRCBVI

	9:00-11:00 am
	Academic Writing
9:00-11:00
	Intro to Science
9:00-12:00
	Academic Writing
9:00-11:00
	Intro to Science
9:00-12:00
	VRCBVI
Blindness 

and

Access 

Technology 

Skills**
8:15 - 12:00

	11:00-12:00 pm
	Library Time
	
	Library Time
	
	

	12:00-1:00 pm
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch at VRCBVI

	1:00-2:00 pm
	Intro to Math
	Intro to Math
	Intro to Math
	Intro to Math
	VRCBVI
Blindness 

and

Access 

Technology 

Skills**
1:00 – 5:00

	2:00-2:30 pm
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break
	

	2:30-3:30 pm
	VCU 101*
	VCU 101*
	VCU 101*
	VCU 101*
	


*VCU 101 (could include):
· Blackboard

· Public Speaking

· Mock Interviews 

· DSS office

· Instructors

· Professionalism

· Career Exploration

· Market Analysis

· Learning Assessment

· Advocacy Skills

· College Applications

· Effective Writing/Reading

· Learning Skills/Test Taking Strategies

· Requesting Accommodations
** VRCBVI Blindness and Access Technology Skills
On Fridays at VRCBVI LEAP students will be taking skills of blindness classes (i.e., cane travel, access technology, personal and home management, braille, and/or wellness instruction).  Class selections will be determined by students in collaboration with parents, VRCBVI instructors, and DBVI field staff, if applicable.  Students are encouraged to utilize the skills they learn in their Friday classes throughout the LEAP program.
LEAP Assessment Staffings

Assessment staffings will occur within two weeks of the completion of the LEAP program.  Students meet by teleconference with designated VRCBVI and VCU staff, their VR Counselor, and appropriate family members to report assessment results and recommendations.
Requirements for LEAP
· Must be blind or vision impaired
· Be a rising junior or senior in high school or have graduated from high school during the spring of 2017 and planning to attend college
· Have access to an existing e-mail account (Gmail, Yahoo, AOL, etc.) 
· Have the necessary technology to participate in college classes and complete assignments, which student must bring with him or her to use during the program (e.g., laptop or tablet with access technology such as JAWS, Zoomtext, etc.)
· Have a method for and be prepared to take written notes during class

· Be able to participate in a full five-week program

· Be able to participate in a program that is group structured

· Be able to take care of his/her own medical and personal care needs
· Have a valid Commonwealth of Virginia ID card
What is the application process for LEAP?
Complete the online LEAP application at the following link:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VCULEAP17 (The first question asks you which organization you are affiliated with.  Please select “DBVI.”)
· Please mail, fax, or email the following items to VCU, Division for Academic Success:
1. Documented GPA of 2.5 or above

2. Two letters of reference (one academic reference)

VCU, Division for Academic Success
ATTN:  Debbie Roberts
1000 E. Marshall St.
Richmond, VA 23298
Fax # 804-828-4609
dlroberts@vcu.edu
· After the completed application has been reviewed, the applicant and parents will be notified within two weeks of whether the applicant is accepted.  Hurry!  Applications are accepted until the program reaches a capacity of fifteen students, or until April 14, 2017, whichever comes first.
· If the applicant has a DBVI VR counselor, the counselor will be notified of the applicant’s acceptance into LEAP, at which time the counselor will need to complete a DBVI Service Authorization and submit same to VRCBVI.

· After the applicant has been accepted into LEAP, additional waiver forms are required.  These forms will come directly from VCU and will need to be signed and returned so that the applicant can participate in activities sponsored by VRCBVI.
For additional information about the LEAP program, or to schedule a tour of VRCBVI, please contact:

Greg Chittum, Special Projects Coordinator

Virginia Rehabilitation Center for the Blind and Vision Impaired
401 Azalea Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23227

(804) 371-3151
greg.chittum@dbvi.virginia.gov
Twitter: @VRCBVI_Strong 

Facebook: VDBVI

www.vrcbvi.org
