June 15, 2024
Winchester Federation of the Blind
Meeting Minutes
Call to Order
Our President, James Shobert, called the June 15, 2024 meeting of the Winchester Federation of the Blind to order at approximately 10:02 AM.

Meeting Attendance
The following people attended the meeting in person:
Wayne Williams, Rodney Neely, Bill Turkel, Gerry O’Malley, Gwen Moran, Kim DeGroot, Jim Green, Mary Green, Janet Lincoln, Jacki Brown, Chris Walker, and James Shobert. Lois Everline, 
Jimmy Smith,  and Charles Ross attended the meeting via zoom.
Ice Breaker
For the ice breaker, we all revealed our favorit summer desserts.
Guest Speaker
Annie Weber, who is the author of a book entitled Astounding Truths from the Bible briefly attended our meeting. Her book is available as an audio book.
Approval of Minutes
Jim Green moved that the minutes of the May 17, 2024   chapter meeting be approved. Wayne Williams seconded this motion and the minutes for the May 2024 meeting of the Winchester Federation of the Blind were unanimously approved.
Approval of Treasurer’s Report
Mary Green moved that we approve the treasurer’s report ending on May 31, 2024. Chris Walker seconded this motion and the May 31, 2024 treasurer’s report was unanimously approved.
Health Report from Lois
Lois Everline has had to spend some time in the hospital because she has had some cancer in her pancreas and in her liver. She is at home now
Upcoming Election of Officers and Board Members
We need to put a slate of people together to serve as officers and board members in the Winchester Federation of the Blind  during 2025. We plan to hold our elections in September of 2024. We hold our elections in September to insure that our chapter officers will be in place before our state convention occurs in late October or early November.
   If you are interested in serving as an officer or as a member of the board of directors, please contact our president, James Shobert.
Other Commitments
James Shobert has decided not to serve as our president next year due to his work and family commitments.
State Convention
The 2024 VA state convention of the National Federation of the Blind  will begin on Thursday, October 31 and end on Sunday, November 3, 2024.
Quote for Transportation to State Convention
Our convention will be held in Portsmouth, VA this year. Rodney has volunteered to get a quote for our trip to state convention, traveling from Winchester, VA to Portsmouth, VA.
Chris Walker moved that Rodney request a quote to travel from Winchester, VA to Portsmouth, VA to attend our state convention in Portsmouth, VA. 
Wayne Williams seconded this motion and the motion was unanimously approved.
Expenses for State Convention
The Winchester Federation of the Blind will pay the cost of registration, boxed lunches, banquet tickets, and hotel rooms for the 2024 VA state convention.  The Winchester Federation of the Blind usually pays for the cost of transportation to and from our state convention.
Most other chapters in the state only pay for the cost of their chapter delegates to attend state convention. Since the Winchester Federation of the Blind has received funding from the Shingleton Trust and some additional funding sources, our chapter can afford to pay for our members to attend the VA state convention of the National Federation of the Blind of VA.
Summer Outing
Kim DeGroot has reserved the Optimist Picnic shelter at Jim Barnet Park on Saturday, August 24, 2024 for our chapter picnic. We will not meet on the third Saturday in August.
James Shobert has volunteered to grill hot dogs and hamburgers for our picnic. Gerry has volunteered to bring plastic ware and paper plates. We should plan to have approximately 20 or 25 people attend our chapter picnic.
James will bring bottled water. Rodney will bring a large variety of chips. Jackie will bring soft drinks and a cooler with ice. She will also bring dill pickles. Chris will bring paper towels and pasta salad. Wayne will bring apple pie and possibly cherry and peach pie.  Mary and Jim will bring condiments.
Lois will bring Macaroni salad. Janet will bring potato salad.       
Someone offered to bring zip lock baggies and someone else offered to bring sweet tea.
Technology Report
Wayne has been working with Gwen on her braille skills. Gwen has become quite adept at using the slate and stylus to write braille.
Wayne has also been working with Gerry on learning to use the chapter’s Davinci Reader. The Davinci reader can both magnify printed material and read the printed material orally.  
Chapter Business Cards
Wayne has designed business cards for everyone in the chapter to use and hand out. Wayne created three different designs for the business cards. The chapter chose a business card design that Wayne recommended. This was a double sided business card that includes a QR code that will take a person to our web site if they scan the QR code on their cell phone.
The business card will be a double sided business card. There will be a green logo on a black business card.
We decided not to include braille on the Winchester chapter business cards.
Jacki moved that Wayne be authorized to spend up to $500 to purchase business cards for the chapter. Gerry seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Fund Raising
Chris moved that we sell our raffle tickets for $10 each. Wayne seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
 We decided to print 500 raffle tickets and to sell each raffle ticket for $10.
We want to put the QR code on our raffle tickets. Also, we want to make sure that we collect each customer’s name and phone number when we sell the raffle tickets so that we can contact them by phone in case they win one of the prizes. 
Prizes
In addition to the grand prize of $500 cash, So far we have 2 $25 gift cards from Wal-Mart, one $50 gift card from Claudio’s pizzeria, a $250 donation from the Bank of Clark, a gift from Solenburger’s hardware, a free night stay at Country Inn and Suites with a gift certificate for the Alamo theatre, and We also have two certificates for a free hotel night and a golf game at the Blue Ridge Shadows resort-DoubleTree by Hylton in Front Royal. Breakfast at Hoolihan’s is also included.
We will draw the winners of the prizes at our 2024 state convention.


Respectfully submitted,

Rodney Neely, Secretary
Winchester Federation of the Blind
    


 

  
