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TELL THEM TO VOTE NO ON HB 2834-2
Close Forever the Oregon School for the Blind under a declared 
“STATE OF EMERGENCY” ???
Public Testimony Taken 5:30, April 7, 2009 at the Capital Building, Salem
Dear Family, Friends, Community Members, and all Oregonians,

My name is Alicia Edwards and I am a teacher at the Oregon School for the Blind in Salem, Oregon.  I am writing you to beg your indulgence and ask that in your busy, busy life you take 
just a few moments to read what is happening to Oregon’s State School for the Blind and how legislation will result in permanently closing us down forever.  View the bill by clicking this link: http://mfeo.us/HB_2834-2.pdf
Along with other teachers and staff, I have the privilege of teaching 31 wonderful children with not only Visual Impairments but many associated disabilities that are in addition to, or as a result of, being blind or visually impaired.  Children with visual impairments or blindness are most often afflicted with complex combinations of other disabilities, such as: genetic medical conditions resulting from under-developed bodily systems and culminating in premature death, traumatic brain injury, learning disabilities, mental retardation or developmental delay, deafness or hard 
of hearing, emotional disturbances, autism, with its many inter-twined associations to other disabilities, orthopedic impairment, physical impairment, or speech and language disorders /delays.
You probably know someone who has some type of disability and whether you understand the complexity of educating these wonderful people or not, it is clear Oregonians routinely display genuine acceptance and compassion for them.  Additionally, there is no doubt that educating these youngsters comes at a high dollar cost, one that now feels especially hard to swallow during our country’s current economic crisis; I get that.  
 Our civilly mandated responsibility is to provide a continuum of special education services for eligible students that must follow a procedure called “Least Restrictive Environment” or LRE; starting from the least restrictive and moving down service plans towards more restrictive
We, as with all Americans, pay to have our children with special needs given every chance and opportunity to be educated in the least restrictive environment, in their home school and among peers.  But sometimes a child is not successful without more support and needs to move to the next level in our continuum of special education services.  This sometimes progresses until a decision is made to obtain education services at a State School for the Blind, or Deaf.  

State Schools are residential programs designed to address many levels of education from complex academic curriculum to more functional or daily living skills curriculum and it is a vital and important option in our continuum.  Why?  Because the final level in a student’s LRE is either hospitalization/institutionalization, or in some fortunate instances, home for these wonderful children’s education needs.
A new proposed amended bill, HB 2834-2, was introduced by Representative Sara Gelser last week and the main objective of this bill is to declare a state of emergency that would close Oregon’s School for the Blind forever; effective immediately after passing.  Oregonians must unite and voice concern over the proposal of this amended bill because it is the latest, and most aggressive, move yet  to end the fight to obtain the coveted property that OSB historically, and presently resides on in which is in the heart of downtown Salem, behind the new hospital.  
Rep. Gelser’s speech at Salem City Club’s meeting last week exposed important facts as she identified what has been happening to OSB over the course of many years. This is a written transcript of Sara’s portion of the debate and could not be written verbatim because at times it was difficult to hear but it is 99% accurate:
Previous legislative sessions have discussed closure and co-location. Ended up not doing anything each time.

Criticize state education leaders:

*for their failure to maintain the facilities, expand on programs,  provide leadership, direction, ambition to make this a viable partner in the spectrum of services offered in the state of Oregon.

*Let me be very, very clear, this is not due to excellent work or excellent extraordinary dedication of the staff of the school, advocates, and families

*Oregon School for the Blind community has done nothing wrong.

Work very hard to make the best of what they have and are still working diligently today to make OSB a world class resource for B/VI Oregonians. They have not had the help they need to do that.  We as state leaders have failed to have real discussions how to best provide quality services

*This brings me to the reason why I believe the school should be closed in this legislative session. If we do not collectively close the school and claim the resources for the benefit of B/VI students the school is at risk of either dying a natural death from attrition or falling victim to general budget cuts that would preserve none of these resources  these students so richly deserve them.
Whether you agree or disagree with Sara or not, this bill will not help our children who attend OSB, rather it fragments services and creates too many new issues (not to mention ongoing additional costs) which should responsibly be introduced only after much consideration by experienced stakeholders, extensive research and careful planning takes place.  
The time is NOW to be a voice for children who can’t speak for themselves; as well as state your opinion to your own area’s (or all) legislator(s).  Tell them to vote NO and stop this bill from getting out of committee.  THERE MUST BE ANOTHER WAY to rectify the effects of years of neglect, misuse, stagnant direction, and lack of support towards making this school a leading State for the Blind again.  I cannot help but feel a strong correlation with OBS’s present situation to one written in 1516, by Sir Saint Thomas More’s, Utopia:
"If you suffer your people to be ill-educated and their manners corrupted from infancy, and then punish them for those crimes to which their first education disposed them, what else is to be concluded, but that you first make thieves and then punish them?""
Oregon state officials and education leaders have suffered the children with disabilities and the endearing foundation on which Oregon School for the Blind was founded over 129 years ago, leaving nothing but a strained, exhausted and decrepit shell, which left many staff, students, and still finding a bright spot to succeed from; what else can be concluded that first they created the rubble and then punish us for it. 
Thank you for your most valuable time in reading and considering action on this bill,

Sincerely,

Alicia Edwards

Directions on how to write Oregon State Representatives to either simply say “Vote No to HB 2834-2, or write your own letter.

1. Go to:  http://www.leg.state.or.us/house/
2. Find and Click on “Oregon State Representatives”
3. Click “Find Your Legislator”, located p on the right-hand side of the web page.  Scroll down until you see “State Representative” to find their email (where you can write them directly) and their website, where you can get a better look at what their goals and other personal  information.
If at all possible, also write to EACH and EVERY ONE of the REPRESENTATIVES 
to express your concerns about Representative Sara Gelser’s Proposed Amended Bill 
HB 2834-2
