Talking points for the Washington State School for the blind
Education of students

  On Campus

    Since the early 1990s the Washington State School for the blind has maintained the residential student levels at between 67 and 76 at any one time during the school year.  This residential program is a 24-hour program that emphasizes all aspects of specialized training for the blind (including instruction in the use of the long white cane and, when indicated, instructionin the use of Braille) in addition to all academics for students pre-school through grades 12 plus.  Specialized skills are learned within months that sometimes take years to learn in the local districts.  Some students are there for 1 year and others are on campus for several years.  About 30% will be day students and the remainder are residential students that go home each weekend.  WSSB generally has a waiting list for the on-campus program and averages up to 10% per year of parents that move to Washington so their children can attend.
  Outreach

    WSSB has been serving visually impaired students, through it’s Outreach program for more than 10 years, providing itinerant/consultative services.  

It currently serves about 4 times, as many students, as  the on campus student level.  Approximately 450 students are provided outreach services each month.
This is accomplished through WSSB contracts with Local Educational Areas (LEA/Ss) and Educational Service Districts (esd’s).  

Student Tracking

  WSSB currently tracks a student for 8 years after graduation.

Many districts do not track their graduates.

Some districts will track a student for the first 2 years after graduation.

Tracking allows the school to assess what educational programs are working and which may need changing or replacing.

The most recent study showed 80% of graduates were employed or in a vocational/technical/academic college program.

Statewide Instructional Resource Center
  The WSSB currently has one of the most productive Instructional Resource centers in the country, providing large print, Braille and aids and appliances to approximately 1400 blind, deaf/blind, and blind multi-disabled children each year. 
It produces more Braille than the American Printing House for the Blind in Louis Ville Kentucky.

It serves as a distribution center to Washington school districts for Large print and Braille materials.  It works in concert with the Braille Access Program which is a fee for services program that has provided over 14,000,000 pages of transcribed Braille for blind consumers and students.  This program is a partnership program with the Department of Corrections, Department of Printing and the Department of Information Services, and it is through this partnership that the state has been saved about $250,000 per year in reduced textbook costs. 

Learning Independence For Today and tomorrow, (LIFTT)
  Transitioning students for a college or work environment has been one of the successful programs of WSSB.

Graduates stay at the school for an additional year, working in the community, and learning daily living skills.

The LIFTT Program was started at the request of Local
Education Areas because many blind and visually impaired young people completing academic programs in the local districts didn’t have all the needed skills to be independent and successful. 
The program has an 87.5% student success rate.
WSSB Foundation

  The foundation supplies students with needed items that can not always be supplied by parents.

It has supplied graduates with technology, such as note takers, that will help them in college or work.

It obtains money from donations or bequests.

Administration
  The school is an  independent agency of Washington State that reports to the Governor.

It is considered to be one of the top 3 academic schools for the blind in the United States, along with Texas and Indiana; both of which are also independent agencies.
 Other successful schools for the blind are a combination of public and private administration.

A recent survey of schools for the blind operating under a number of governance structures showed that running a school within the Department of Education or Public Instruction has many challenges to include the degree of leeway regarding hiring and firing of staff, budgeting and restrictions on how purchasing can be done and funding can be spent.  Additional levels of bureaucracy are created that complicate best service delivery to students.
Technology
  WSSB provides blind students with one of the finest statewide assistive technology centers in the state.  

 Computers and appropriate software packages, note takers, and other life skills equipment are included.  207 plus comprehensive technology evaluations are provided each year.
An average of 6-8 training sessions are provided each month for teachers in local public schools on specialized technology.

Weekly training in the field and on campus Is provided to about 160 individuals per month.  The center also works with LEA’S throughout the state on statewide site licensing for specialized software which has saved the state about $60,000 per year.
Low Vision Clinic


Provides approximately 100 low vision evaluations per year at no cost to the public, and provides training for 16 future Optometrists.
Distance/Digital Learning Program


Provides expanded course offerings both for on and off campus students and training for adults working with the blind.      

