CONVENTION AGENDA

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND

OF WEST VIRGINIA

August 2-5, 2012
Holiday Inn and Suites  

3551 Route 60 East 
Barboursville, WV  25504  

(304) 733-3338
"VOICE OF WEST VIRGINIA'S BLIND"

The Huntington Area Chapter of the National Federation of the Blind of West Virginia welcomes you to the Fifty-ninth Annual Convention of the National Federation of the Blind of West Virginia (NFBWV).

National Representative: Amy Buresh 
6210 Walker Avenue 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68507-2468 
Phone: (402) 465-5468 

E-Mail:  amy.buresh74@gmail.com
President, NFB of West Virginia: Charlene Smyth 

220 Buena Vista Avenue 

Clarksburg, West Virginia 26301 

Phone: (304) 672-3445 

E-Mail: cs.nfbwv@frontier.com

  CONVENTION PLANNING COMMITTEE


President Smyth would like to thank the Huntington Area Chapter for working so diligently to handle convention arrangements.  Please know that you helped to make this year’s convention possible.  The NFBWV is also grateful to Sheri Koch and Ed McDonald for their assistance with convention agendas (print and Braille) and to Karen McDonald for coordination of the Technology Exposition.


Special appreciation is given to Roland and Ann Payne for providing a description of the layout of the hotel.  

To the staff of the Holiday Inn and Suites, "Thank you for your help with convention arrangements." 


Thank you also to others, whose names may have been inadvertently omitted, for their hard work.


Financial and logistical support for the 2012 NFBWV Convention was provided by the following businesses, organizations, and individuals:  

GOLD SPONSOR

Gino’s Pizza and Spaghetti … Serving WV with Over Forty Locations

Tudor’s Biscuit World … Start your day the homemade way
www.ginospizza.com
www.tudorsbiscuitworld.com

SILVER SPONSORS
Bonnie’s Computer Service
Bonnie Hefner

489 St. Cloud Street

Keyser, WV  26726

PHONE:  304-788-5222
www.bonniescomputers.com

Reeds Drug Store

An Independent Health Mart Pharmacy

Locations in Keyser and Romney, WV  

BRONZE SPONSOR

Clayton Land Service

cathy J. Clayton

608 Birchview drive

Fairmont, WV  26554

PHONE:  304-376-7759

OTHER CONTRIBUTORS 

The Teubert Foundation

Huntington, WV

Cabell County Public Library

Huntington, WV

West Virginia Division of Rehabilitation Services

Nitro, WV
West Virginia Library Commission

Charleston, WV

West Virginia Department of Education and the arts

Charleston, WV

HOLIDAY INN AND SUITES 
HOTEL DESCRIPTION

Guest rooms at the Holiday Inn and Suites are located on five floors.  The facility includes the American Café that serves breakfast and dinner and their comfortable bar has all of your favorite legal beverages.  (Please be aware that the restaurant is normally closed for lunch but will open for us on Friday and Saturday.)  

This year's hotel guest room rates are $87 per night for up to four persons per room.  Check in time at the Holiday Inn and Suites begins at 3:00 p.m.  Check out time has been extended to 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 5, 2012.  


When entering the hotel from the front, you are traveling North and will pass through two sets of double doors.  On the left/west is the check-in desk.  Across from the check-in desk, to the right/east of the entrance, is a large fish tank. At each end of the fish tank is a tree. 


If you go around the fish tank either to the right/south or left/north, you can walk to the back of the fish tank and be straight across from the two elevators that are located on the right/east wall. These elevators access the sleeping rooms.  The hotel has five floors.  (Hotel staff will try to assign convention attendees to rooms on the fourth floor.)  The Presidential Suite is Room 313 located on the third floor immediately to the right when exiting the elevator. 


When leaving the elevator on the first floor, turn left/south.  Just beyond the elevator on the left/east is a recessed semicircular area containing rest rooms, water fountains, and house telephones.  If you stay on the carpet traveling south, the next two rooms on the left/east are the Violet Room and the Green Room.  A sliding wall between these two rooms can be opened to create one large room.  Across the hall from the Violet and Green rooms are sofas with large windows behind them.  The convention registration table will be placed in this area.  


Keep in mind that when leaving the first floor elevators, the fish tank is straight ahead (west) of you and beyond the fish tank is the check-in desk.  If you turn right/north when exiting the elevator, you will walk approximately 8 feet to reach the entrance to the bar and restaurant.  This is one large room and you must pass through the bar to reach the dining room area.  


If you continue north past the entrance to the restaurant, you will come to doors opening onto the patio.  There is a lobby seating area between the north end of the fish tank and the patio doors.  


If you turn left past the north end of the check-in desk and proceed west, the first door past the desk on the south/left wall is a little shop that sells snacks, aspirins, etc.  It appears not to be staffed, so you probably select what you want and pay for it at the check-in desk.  Across the hall from the snack room, on the north/right wall is a room containing two computers.  There are additional office doors along this north/right wall.  


Farther west down the hall past the snack room on the left/south side, you will find the entrance to the pool.  After turning left into this entrance, the pool itself is on the left, and towels are provided.  Restrooms are on the right/west, with tables and chairs around the corner from the restrooms on the west.  A hot tub is located beyond the seating area.  


Beyond the pool entrance on the left/south side of the hall is the door to the Fitness Room.  There are several workout machines and Clorox Wipes are provided for cleaning the machines.  


When leaving the fitness room, turn left to go to the end of the hallway.  Cross the hall to find a service elevator on the left/west wall.  This elevator can be used instead of the main elevators when going to the pool.  


Past the service elevator, turn left into a small area where there is an outside door leading to the guide dog relief area.  After walking through this exit, proceed straight ahead to a curb.  Step off the curb into a parking lot.  Crossing the parking lot leads to the grassy area used for guide dog relief.  Upon returning to the hotel, you will find a trashcan to the right of the door.  Room keys can be used to open this door and re-enter the building.  


Exiting the elevators on the sleeping room floors, lower room numbers run to the left and higher room numbers run to the right.  Turn left after exiting the elevators to find an alcove on the left with ice and soda machines.  All rooms have a wireless Internet connection and are non-smoking.  

NFB SONGS


Throughout the convention, we will spontaneously break out into song--that is, NFB song.  We are lending you an NFB songbook to use throughout the convention.  At the close of convention on Sunday morning, we will collect all songbooks and nametags to use again next year.  The following are the names and page numbers of the songs we will sing:

Battle Song of the NFB, Glory, Glory, Federation

Braille Page 3

Large Print Page4
The Library Song 

Braille Page 16

Large Print Page 12
The Bureau Song

Braille Page 47

Large Print Page 32
I’ve Been Workin’ in the Workshop 

Braille Page 49

Large Print Page 33
Thursday, August 2, 2012
9:00 AM - 2:30 PM:  AGENCY PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING--Ed McDonald, Chairperson; Violet Room

4:00 PM:  PUBLIC PRESENTATION BY MICHAEL HINGSON--Mr. Hingson recounts his experience in the best-seller, "Thunder Dog, A Blind Man, His Guide Dog, and the Triumph of Trust at Ground Zero."  Cabell County Public Library, Third Floor Meeting Room, 455 Ninth Street, Huntington, WV

6:30 PM:  NFBWV BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING--Charlene Smyth, President; Presidential Suite 313
FRIDAY, August 3, 2012 

9:00 AM – 5:00 PM: NFBWV TECHNOLOGY EXPOSITION; Violet and Green Rooms

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM:  TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOPS-- all exhibitors will have an opportunity to promote, describe, and demonstrate their items and services; Violet Room 
12:00 - 1:00 PM:  LUNCH BREAK--American Café

1:00 PM - 5:00 PM:  EXHIBIT HALL--Green Room

EXHIBITORS

American Foundation for the Blind

GW Micro, Inc.  

Integration Technologies Group (ITG) 

The Michael Hingson Group
West Virginia Library Services for the Blind


You will find more about these exhibitors at the end of this agenda.  

1:30 - 4:30 PM:  REGISTRATION; Hallway outside Violet and Green rooms. (The convention registration fee is $10.00 per person, which covers admission to all convention sessions including the Friday night reception.  The convention banquet fee is $25.00 per person.)

1:30 – 2:00 PM:  NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEETING—Joyce Porter, Chairperson; Presidential Suite 313
2:00 – 3:00 PM:  MEMBERS AT LARGE CHAPTER MEETING-—Ed McDonald, President; Presidential Suite 313
3:00 - 4:00 PM:  NAPUBWV DIVISION MEETING--Karen McDonald, President; Presidential Suite 313
4:00 - 4:45 PM:  RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE MEETING—Ed McDonald, Chairman; Presidential Suite 313.  Members are Andy Baughman, Sheri Koch, Karen McDonald, and Mary Ann Saunders 

6:00 - 7:30 PM:  RECEPTION-- Sponsored by the Huntington Area Chapter of the NFBWV; Violet and Green Rooms.  This includes a full dinner buffet. 
7:30 - 11:00 PM:  MEMBERS AUCTION and SOCIAL TIME--Sheri Koch, Coordinator; Darren Burton, Master of Ceremony/Auctioneer; Violet and Green Rooms 

SATURDAY, August 4, 2012
8:00-8:45 AM:  REGISTRATION (See Treasurer Marcus Soulsby)

9:00 AM:  GENERAL SESSION; Violet and Green Rooms 
* CALL TO ORDER--Charlene Smyth, President, NFBWV

* INVOCATION

* PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
* NFB PLEDGE

I pledge to participate actively in the effort of the National Federation of the Blind to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to abide by its constitution.

* ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CONVENTION ARRANGEMENTS--Brad Hodges, President, Huntington Area Chapter

* NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT--Joyce Porter, Chairperson

* HALL OF HONOR SUBMISSIONS--Charlene Smyth, NFBWV President 

9:25 AM:  RECOGNITION OF NFBWV SCHOLARSHIP WINNER—-Mary Ann Saunders, NFBWV Scholarship Committee Chairperson

9:30 AM:  NATIONAL REPORT—-Amy Buresh, NFB National Board Member 
10:15 AM:  PRESIDENT'S REPORT--Charlene Smyth, President, NFBWV 
10:45 AM:  BUILDING A NEW CHAPTER—-Keryl Rustin, President, Eastern Panhandle Chapter 
11:05 AM:  REPORT FROM THE AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND TECH OF HUNTINGTON—Joe Strechay, Career Connect Project Associate

11:25 AM:  UPDATE ON SERVICES FOR THE BLIND, WV LIBRARY COMMISSION, AND NEWSLINE--Donna Calvert, Director of Special Services 

11:45 AM:  PAC PLAN--Marcus Soulsby, NFBWV PAC Plan Coordinator

11:58 AM:  SPLIT THE POT-—Mary Grogg 
* RECESS

12:00 - 2:00 PM: LUNCH BREAK--American Café

2:00 PM:  GENERAL SESSION; Violet and Green Rooms 
2:05 PM:  "Blind Blocks, a pathway to the past"--Michael Hingson, Federationist, 9-11 Survivor, and Best-Selling Author; Novato, CA

3:00 PM:  BRAILLE PEER TUTORING PROGRAM—Ed McDonald, First Vice-President

3:20 PM:  ROLE PLAYING--Charlene Smyth, NFBWV President.  Here is your chance--If you are unsure about what to do during a fund-raiser, how to ask someone to sponsor you for the March for Independence, how to provide someone with information about the NFB, or anything else you want guidance on--this will be your time to shine!!!  We will address these and any other items of concern to you during the remainder of the afternoon session.  

· SPLIT THE POT-—Mary Grogg 
5:00 PM:  RECESS

6:30 PM:  BANQUET--Ed McDonald, Master of Ceremonies; Violet and Green Rooms 
* INVOCATION-—Patricia Walker, Huntington Area Chapter 

* INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS--Ed McDonald, NFBWV First Vice-President

* RECOGNITION OF ROYAL COURT WINNER-—Marcus Soulsby, Treasurer

* NFBWV SCHOLARSHIP WINNER-—Mary Ann Saunders, Scholarship Committee Member 

* AWARDS AND HONORS
* HALL OF HONOR AWARD TO LARRY KIRBY--Marcus Soulsby, Kanawha Valley Chapter

* HALL OF HONOR AWARD TO JOYCE PORTER--Mary Ann Saunders, Huntington Area Chapter

* RICHARD L. PORTER AWARD PRESENTATION--Ed McDonald, First Vice-President

* KEYNOTE ADDRESS—-Amy Buresh, NFB National Board Member

* SPLIT THE POT-—Mary Grogg 
9:00-11:59 PM:  DANCE AND FUN—Jack O’Shea, DJ, Sponsored by the Kanawha Valley Chapter; Violet and Green Rooms 
 SUNDAY, August 5, 2012
8:30-9:00 AM:  MEMORIAL SERVICE--Buck Saunders; Violet and Green Rooms 
9:15 AM:  GENERAL SESSION; Violet and Green Rooms 
* CALL TO ORDER--Charlene Smyth, President, NFBWV

* FINAL REMARKS--Amy Buresh, National Representative 

* PAC PLAN--Marcus Soulsby, Treasurer

* RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT--Ed McDonald, Chairperson

* AGENCY PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT--Ed McDonald, Chairperson

* WVNAPUB REPORT--Karen McDonald, Chairperson 

* LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT--Roland Payne, Chairperson 
* MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT--Charlene Smyth, President

* BRIEF FINANCIAL SUMMARY--Marcus Soulsby, NFBWV Treasurer

* CHAPTER REPORTS 

* ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND SWEARING IN OF OFFICERS
* OLD BUSINESS

* NEW BUSINESS

* FINAL ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CLOSING REMARKS

* SPLIT THE POT-—Mary Grogg
11:30 AM:  ADJOURN

EXHIBITORS

American Foundation for the Blind Technology and Employment Center 

Darren Burton will introduce a newly-developed note-taking application for Apple devices.  He will also discuss and demonstrate non-visual access features of the I-Phone, I-Pod Touch, and I-Pad.


The American Foundation for the Blind removes barriers, creates solutions, and expands possibilities so people with vision loss can achieve their full potential. 

As a national nonprofit with offices in five US cities, the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) is a leader in expanding possibilities for the 25 million Americans living with vision loss. We champion access and equality, and stand at the forefront of new technologies. Our award-winning programs directly address the most pressing needs of people with vision loss and their families.  Like Helen Keller, AFB's most famous ambassador, we are committed to creating a more equitable world for people with disabilities. 

What We Do

Promote independent and healthy living for individuals with vision loss 

Broaden access to technology 

Improve the information and tools available to the professionals who work with blind or visually impaired individuals 

Advocate on behalf of the rights and interests of Americans with vision loss 

AFB Office Locations

AFB Headquarters 

2 Penn Plaza, Suite 1102 

New York, NY 10121 

Tel: (212) 502-7600

E-mail: afbinfo@afb.net 

AFB Atlanta

100 Peachtree Street, Suite 2145 

Atlanta, GA 30303 

Tel: (404) 525-2303 

E-mail: literacy@afb.net 

AFB Center on Vision Loss

11030 Ables Lane 

Dallas, TX 75229 

Tel: (214) 352-7222 

E-mail: dallas@afb.net 

AFB Huntington

1000 Fifth Avenue, Suite 350 

Huntington, WV 25701

Tel: (304) 523-8651

AFB Public Policy Center

1660 L Street, NW, Suite 513 

Washington, DC 20036 

Tel: (202) 469-6831

E-mail: afbgov@afb.net 

GW Micro, Inc.


Marc Solomon will discuss and demonstrate the latest advancements in computer and digital access technology from GW Micro.  Come and learn about how to use the new Windows 8 operating system with the popular Window-Eyes screen reader or how to read print materials with the touch screen compatible Readit Wand digital capture system.  Have you ever wanted to use Skype to stay in touch with friends and family?  If so, you will want to check out GW Micro's free and accessible GWConnect application.  In addition, at this year's convention, GW Micro will be showcasing the ISci Lab Solution, which enables blind students to participate in hands-on lab experiments and other scientific classroom activities."


Since 1990, GW Micro has listened to screen-reader users and incorporated many of their suggestions into one powerful product: Window-Eyes. The result? A wide variety of speech features and the flexibility needed for running many of today's most advanced Windows applications.  GW Micro has strived to find the ideal combination of flexibility and automaticity. That's just a fancy way of saying that we want you, our customer, to have a screen reader that is adaptable to your specific needs and likes, and yet work automatically enough for you to focus attention on your application program, not so much on operating the screen reader.  After all, the purpose for having a screen reader in the first place is to gain access to computers, not to use computers to operate the screen reader. 


GW Micro is an adaptive technology vendor, dedicated to providing high quality software and hardware solutions for blind and visually impaired individuals worldwide since 1990.  We believe in equal opportunity for everyone, regardless of disability, and strive to provide products that enhance a person's overall wellbeing by creating tools that aid in obtaining employment, furthering education, and opening doors to a world of infinite possibilities through access to the latest computer technologies.  

Contact Information

725 Airport North Office Park 

Fort Wayne, IN 46825 

Ph: 260-489-3671

Hours: M-F, 8:30a-5p, EDST 

sales@gwmicro.com
Web: www.gwmicro.com  

Follow us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/gwmicro 

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/gwmicro
orders@gwmicro.com
support@gwmicro.com

Integration Technologies Group, Inc.


Integration Technologies Group (ITG), Falls Church, VA: ITG is--among other things--the West Virginia dealer for HumanWare products.  These include the BrailleNote and VoiceNote notetakers; the Trekker line of GPS pedestrian travel devices, including the Trekker Breeze; and the Victor line of reading devices, including the popular Victor Reader Stream.

ITG was founded in 1984 to develop and provide IT systems and services for United States government agencies. We have built our reputation on a record of quality, dependability and exceptional customer service. Due to our commitment to uncompromising performance, today we are a Best Practices IT company, which supports federal, commercial, and non-profit organizations over a global client base. Our perseverance and attention to quality have earned us over 25 years of continued profitability, a feat seldom accomplished in this challenging industry.


Clients rely on our talented and certified engineers, staff consultants, and subcontractors to provide expertise, tools, and hands-on assistance. We also maintain contract vehicles and teaming partnerships necessary to deliver wherever and whenever our clients need us.


ITG is a global IT services organization with a 365-day, 24-hour help desk facility, covering all international incoming calls via one single 1-800 number.

One 1-800 number, one invoice, one contractor.

We provide: 

Technology & IT Services Solutions 

Professional Services Solutions 

ADA Accessibility Technology Solutions 

Applications Systems Solutions 

Quality, Standards & Performance Solutions 

Proven Track Record

Facts About ITG's Assistive Technology Department


Assistive Technology staff brings over 50 years of expertise in installing, configuring, maintaining, training, and consulting on Assistive Technology in industry settings.

Business partner Doug Wakefield, Chief Architect, Section 508 

Over 250 IRS IT Helpdesk professionals trained to support IRS employees with disabilities (since 2001). 
Please contact us for any assistance you may need:

Integration Technologies Group, Inc.

2745 Hartland Road 

Falls Church, VA 22043

Telephone: 703-698-8282 

info@itgonline.com 

The Michael Hingson Group


The Michael Hingson Group, Novato, CA: Michael Hingson will discuss and demonstrate the K-NFB Reader; the Blio E-book reading system; and some current technology initiatives recently undertaken by the NFB Research and Development Committee.  He will also have available for purchase both print and audio copies of his best-selling book, "Thunder Dog."


Michael is a motivational and inspirational speaker. He is also a consultant on inclusion and diversity. Michael is a master distributor for the KnfbReader Mobile for the blind as well.

Also, he consults to help companies and organizations find the best adaptive aids for blind persons.
The Michael Hingson Group, Inc.

84 Bahama Reef

Novato, CA 94949 

direct dial: (415) 827-4084


West Virginia Library Commission, Special Services Unit: Librarian Shawn Faircloth will discuss and demonstrate the NLS Digital Talking Book Players; new access components of NFB Newsline; and other library services.


The Special Services Division of the Library Commission is part of the National Library Services for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS), Library of Congress. This free library service loans recorded books and magazines, Braille books and magazines to residents who are unable to read or use standard print because of a visual or physical impairment. With a Doctor's certification reading disabilities also are a qualifying condition.

In addition to the NLS provided services, Special Services records two state magazines, Goldenseal and Wonderful West Virginia to circulate to registered patrons throughout the State. The Library Commission also provides large print books as well as a collection of descriptive videos to patrons. The Library Commission in cooperation with the National Federation of the Blind provides Newsline, an automated newspaper service that offers national and local newspapers via the telephone.

As part of the Library of Congress, National Library Services for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, the Library Commission acts as the Regional Library for the State of West Virginia and with the help of three subregional libraries located throughout the state circulate these materials.
Contact Special Services:

Phone - (304) 558-4061

In-state Toll Free - (800) 642-8674 or (800) 642-9021 extension 9

FAX - (304) 558-6016

E-mail - talkbks@wvlc.lib.wv.us

After hours answering machine available on Watts line.

Hours:  Monday - Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm

