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The 32nd Annual State Convention

of the

National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey
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H I G H    H O P E S

* Hopes * Imagination * Goals * Hiring *

* History * Opportunity * Philosophy * Expectations * Skills *

Crowne Plaza Hotel

36 Valley Rd., Clark, NJ 07066
November 7, 8, 9, 2008

Joseph Ruffalo, President

1-866-NFB-1940

 or 973-743-0075

nfbnj@yahoo.com
www.nfbnj.org
www.blindchildren.org
www.thruoureyes.org
www.njabs.org
We will be broadcasting live on Sat., Nov. 8 from 9 am – 5 pm and 7 pm – 11 pm.

To listen, go to www.thruoureyes.org and click the <listen live> link.

The National Federation of the Blind is

changing what it means to be blind.

Mission Statement

The National Federation of the Blind is an organization where the blind and interested sighted persons can come together to plan and carry out programs to improve the quality of life of the blind; to provide a means of collective action for parents of blind children; to promote the vocational, cultural, and social advancement of the blind; to achieve the integration of the blind into society on a basis of equality with the sighted; and to take action which will improve the overall condition and standard of living of the blind.  The Federation works toward the removal of legal, economic, and social barriers to full participation by blind people in all aspects of community life.


The National Federation of the Blind is an organization of the blind speaking for themselves.

The National Federation of the Blind Pledge

I pledge to participate actively in the efforts

of the National Federation of the Blind

to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind;

to support the programs and policies of the Federation;

and to abide by its constitution.

Subscribe to the Sounding Board
Did you know that you can receive an email copy of the Sounding Board?  All you have to do is send an email with the words subscribe Sounding Board  in the subject line to:

qmsingleton@comcast.net
This will help us cut down on the expense of publishing and mailing the Sounding Board.  Also, it means you will receive your copy sooner and be able to share it easily with friends and relatives by simply forwarding them a copy. 

For more information, contact Joe Ruffalo at nfbnj@yahoo.com or 973-743-0075.  

Funding Our Movement

Donations to the National Federation of the Blind of NJ are tax deductible.  Mark 

a special date in honor of or in memory of a loved one or friend with a gift to the 

NFB of NJ.

FRIDAY, NOV. 7, 2008

Contact information for speakers can be found on the last page of the agenda.

10:00 am 
Exhibit Hall and Registration Open
HIGH HOPES Seminar/Convention registration: $15

Box lunch can be purchased in Grand Ballroom: $13

HIGH HOPES  SEMINAR

1:00 pm
Welcome to HIGH HOPES!
Joseph Ruffalo, President, NFB of NJ; National Board Member, NFB; Program Manager, First Occupational Center of NJ
1:05 pm
Making a Difference
Pam Allen, National Representative, NFB; Pres., NFB of LA; Director, Louisiana Center for the Blind
1:20 pm
We Made a Difference!



Adam Szczepaniak, Director, NJ Library for the Blind and Handicapped
1:35 pm
Announcements

WORKSHOPS
Session I
1:45 pm to 2:30 pm 
Please choose from the following workshops.

Diabetes: Accessible Equipment—Hands On Pt I—Grand Ballroom  

Michele and Vincent Chaney, NJ Diabetes Action Network; Michael F. Jansky, Medtronic Insulin Pump Therapy; DDI/ADS 
101 Ways to Use Braille—Adams Room
Mary Jo Partyka, Sue Tillett, NJ Assoc. to Promote the Use of Braille 

Get Up & Go: Independent Mobility for Everyone—Madison Room
Roland Allen, O&M Specialist, Louisiana Tech University 

Session II
2:45 pm to 3:30 pm
Please choose from the following workshops.

Diabetes: Accessible Equipment—Continuation—Grand Ballroom 



Michele and Vincent Chaney; Michael F. Jansky; DDI/ADS 
Technology: KNFB Mobile & Newsline for the Blind—Adams Room 

Rick Fox, Dewitt & Assoc. Bill Dougherty, 
High Hopes for Blind Children and Youth—Madison Room
Carol Castellano, President, POBC-NJ; Quintina Singleton, NJABS
PLEASE RETURN TO THE GRAND BALLROOM AFTER SESSION II.

3:40 pm
Meet the Vendors 
3:50 pm
Wrap-Up and Door Prizes


Joe Ruffalo, Pres., NFB of NJ
4:00 pm
Division Meetings



NJ Assoc. to Promote the Use of Braille—Adams Room


Merchants Division—Grand Ballroom front


NJ Diabetes Action Network— Grand Ballroom rear




NJ Assoc. of Blind Students—Madison Room
4:30-5:30 pm 
Hospitality & Refreshments

Mingle and Network with the Vendors in the Exhibit Area

Registration Reopens
7:00 pm

Resolutions Committee Meeting—Grand Ballroom 


Mary Jo Partyka, Chair




All are welcome

8:00-11:00 pm
Music & Dancing—Grand Ballroom



Hosted by the Northern & Northeast Chapters, NFB of NJ



John Ferry, DJ; Cash Bar

NOTE:  Breakfast will be served from 6:45 – 8:45 am on Saturday morning in the Jefferson Room for those registered in the hotel.  Bring your breakfast coupon.


Vendors will be available in the Exhibit Hall—Washington Room 

at the following times:

Friday
10:00 am – 6:00 pm

Saturday
  7:45 am – 8:45 am

 
12:00 pm – 1:50 pm  


SATURDAY, NOV. 8, 2008

6:45–8:45 am   Breakfast for those registered in the hotel—Bring your coupon!

7:45 am
Registration and Exhibit Hall Open

8:45 am
Child Care Opens

9:00 am  
Welcome, Call to Order

                   Joseph Ruffalo, President, NFB of NJ

9:10 am  
Invocation

Jerry Moreno
9:15 am     Greetings 

Rick Fox, President, Northern Chapter

Dan Facchini, President, Northeast Chapter 
9:20 am
Convention Announcements  

Joseph Ruffalo, President, NFB of NJ

9:30 am
Roll Call of Chapters and Divisions

NFB of NJ Scholarship Class of 2008  

Recognition of Past Scholarship Recipients
Jerilyn Higgins, Chair, Scholarship Committee

10:00 am
Presidential Report


Joseph Ruffalo, President, NFB of NJ

10:30 am 
DHS and Commission Updates 


Jennifer Velez, Commissioner, NJ Dept. of Human Services



Vito DeSantis, Executive Director, NJ Comm. for the Blind and VI
11:00 am
National Update: The NFB Moving Ahead  


Pam Allen, Pres., NFB of LA  
11:30 am
Changing What It Means to Be Blind through Legislation

Lynn Reynolds, Legislative Coordinator
11:40 am
Imagine a Future Full of Possibilities


Evelyn Valdez, March for Independence Coordinator, NFB of NJ

11:50 am 
Announcements

12:00 pm
Adjourn

12:00–2:00 pm 
Lunch—Reminder: You must have a lunch ticket.

Network with Vendors

1:15–1:45
pm
POBC-NJ Meeting—Grand Ballroom

Carol Castellano, President, POBC-NJ

Pam Allen, NFB National Representative 

1:45 pm

Child Care Reopens

AFTERNOON SESSION

2:00 pm
Call to Order

2:05 pm
NFB: The Fight for Equality Then and Now
Rick Fox, Pres., Northern Chapter; Tom Ferry, Board Member, 
POBC-NJ; Kyle Kreske, Student  

2:30 pm
Hopes and Dreams for Blind Students & Their Teachers

Carol Castellano, Pres., POBC-NJ; Dr. Jerry Petroff, The College of NJ
2:55 pm
The Junior Science Academy



Mary Fernandez, Student
3:05 pm
Blindness Skills Training: NFB Centers Make the Difference



Pam Allen, Dir., Roland Allen, O&M Program, Ben Vercellone, Student, 

LA Center for the Blind; Trevor Saunders, Student, Blind Inc., MN; 


Quintina Singleton, Student, CO Center for the Blind
3:35 pm
High Expectations in the Workplace


Susan Vanino, Dog Breeder; Alwyn Glasgow, Photographer; Evelyn 


Valdez, Paraprofessional; Holly Westefeld, Massage Practitioner   
4:00 pm
Sports & Recreation: Breaking Down the Barriers
Sherlock Washington, Beep Baseball; Michael Halm, Goalball; John Ferry, Skiing; Ashleigh Hertzig, Scuba Diver; Ryan Stevens, Rowing
4:30 pm
Award Presentation to American Red Cross of Northern NJ Braille 

Program
4:35 pm
Special People, Special Books 



Sue Tillett, NJ Assoc. to Promote the Use of Braille; Agnes Allen, 


Teacher & Author; Genevieve Petrillo, Teacher & Author; David 


DeNotaris, Dir., Bureau of Blindness and Visual Services, PA
4:55 pm
Announcements




5:00 pm
Adjournment

6:45-11:00 pm  Banquet—Grand Ballroom

Master of Ceremonies—David DeNotaris 

Invocation—Jane Degenshein


Banquet Address–Pam Allen
Presentation of Scholarships—Jerilyn Higgins, Scholarship Chair

Nathan and Selma Rogoff Scholarship 

Rose and Joseph Ruffalo, Sr. Scholarship
NFB of NJ Scholarship

Auction

Morning Devotions will be held from 7 - 7:30 am on Sunday in the Adams Room.
SUNDAY, NOV. 9, 2008

7:45 am


Breakfast—Grand Ballroom





Bring your breakfast coupon.
9:00 am–12:00 pm
Business Meeting—Grand Ballroom





Invocation, Hannah Hashash








Resolutions





Building the Affiliate, Pam Allen




Legislative Action, Lynn Reynolds, Leg. Coord. NFB of NJ;

Joe Ruffalo, President, NFB of NJ





Committee Reports








Elections

National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey

Officers

President – Joseph Ruffalo

1st Vice President – Jerilyn Higgins

2nd Vice President – Mary Jo Partyka 

Secretary – Gerald Moreno

Treasurer – Tom Ferry

Board Members 

Dan Facchini

David Mostello

Lynn Reynolds

Ryan Stevens

Chapters and Divisions

Capital Chapter



Mary Jo Partyka 


609-888-5459

Central Chapter



Jerilyn Higgins 


973-239-8874

Cumberland/Salem Chapter

Anna Jordan


856-696-3905 
Garden State Chapter


Ed Godfrey
 


856-848-6372

Northeast Chapter


Dan Facchini


201-906-8655
Northern Chapter


Richard Fox 


973-743-6107

Ocean County Chapter


Mary Dockery


732-349-2456

Merchants Division


Lynn Reynolds


732-599-7420

NJ Assoc. of Blind Students

Quintina Singleton

732-428-4932
Parents of Blind Children-NJ 
Carol Castellano 


973-377-0976

NFB National Divisions

For a list of national divisions and committees, please visit www.nfb.org.

Blindness can be reduced to a physical nuisance

once the blind person learns and uses

the proper techniques and skills of blindness.

We thank Jerilyn Higgins and Carol Castellano for their help on this agenda.

Exhibitors

AB I See

Lena Reznik

141 Parker St., Suite 201

Maynard, MA 01754

800-681-5909

Advanced Diabetic Solutions

1576 Atkinson Rd.

Lawrenceville, GA 30043

888-377-6382

Braille Tees, 

Kara Euvino 

PO Box 1044
Union City, CT  06770

877-410-9866

avid.reader@BrailleTees.com,

www.BrailleTees.com,

C-Tech

Chuck Cohen

2 N William St.

Pearl River, NY

800-228-7798

chuck@magnifyit.com

DeWitt & Associates

Rick Fox

700 Godwin Ave.

Midland Park, NJ 07432 

877-447-6500

rick@4dewitt.com

En-Vision America, Inc.

Anna McClure

1845 W. Hovey Ave.

Normal, IL 61761

800-890-1180

amcclure@envisionamerica.com
Imagination Table 

Evelyn Valdez

908-803-4891

tweetybaby19@comcast.net
NJ Commission for the Blind &

Visually Impaired

153 Halsey St. 

PO Box 47017

Newark, NJ 07101

877-685-8878

NJ Library for the Blind & 

Handicapped 

Adam Szczepaniak

2300 Stuyvesant Ave.

Trenton, NJ 08618

800-792-8322

aszczepaniak@njstatelib.org
Adrienne Snow

Paradise Adventures

908-240-2911
lavocebella@aol.com
www.paradisetravelplus.com.

Safeguard Marketing

Charles Solomon

PO Box 541

Cliffside Park, NJ 07101

201-840-5443

SW Unlimited

Sherlock Washington

81 Ortley Port

Matawan, NJ 07747

732-290-1677

sherlock@swunlimited.com

TeleSensory

Bernhard Schneidre  

PO Box 20

Centreville, MD 21416

800-778-8989

Tupperware Sales

Phyllis Mekler

732-827-0213

Thanks to Independent Living Aids 

for donations to our Convention.

Contact Information

Agnes Allen

  203-323-9564

Pam Allen


  318-251-2891

pallen@lcb-ruston.com
Roland Allen

  318-251-2891 

rallen@lcb-ruston.com
Carol Castellano           973-377-0976            
blindchildren@verizon.net 

Michele Chaney

  732-251-8650 

msc732@aol.com

Vincent Chaney

  732-251-8650

vgc732@optonline.net

David DeNotaris
  717-298-1481

david@daviddenotaris.com

Vito DeSantis

  973-648-2324

vito.desantis@dhs.state.nj.us

Bill Dougherty

  800-792-8322

bdougherty@njstatelib.org
Tom Ferry


  973-694-5922

tomferry81@hotmail.com

Rick Fox


  201-447-6500

rick@4dewittassociates.net
Alwyn Glasgow

  201-568-2452

Michael Halm

  732-370-1797

mbhrr15@gmail.com

Jerilyn Higgins

  973-239-8874

jdhiggins@rcn.com

MaryJo Partyka

  609-888-5459

choirnfb@optonline.net

Genevieve Petrillo
  973- 748-3336  

smoki2@aol.com

Lynn Reynolds

  732-599-7420

lhr1827@optonline.net



Joseph Ruffalo

  973-743-0075

nfbnj@yahoo.com

Quintina Singleton
  732-428-4932

qmsingleton@comcast.net
Ryan Stevens

  856-858-3518

rystev@comcast.net

Adam Szczepaniak
  800-792-8322

aszczepaniak@njstatelib.org
Sue Tillett


  609-924-7489

suetillett@verizon.net



Evelyn Valdez

  908-803-4891

tweetybaby19@comcast.net 

Susan Vanino

  201-996-9100 

svanino.ber@hipcil.org

Jennifer Velez





DHS_Commissioner@dhs.state.nj.us

Sherlock Washington
  732-290-1677

Sherlock@swunlimited.com
Holly Westefeld

  609-296-6330

abbashandstm@aol.com
