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Dear friends and supporters,
Since 1987 Japanese producer Kats Abe and Harlem producer Voza Rivers have created a partnership, presenting cultural exchanges between Japan and Harlem.  During the last 20 years the exchanges have included renowned artists Dionne Warwick, Ray Charles, James Brown, Mary J. Blige, Count Basie Orchestra, Ben E. King, Boy George, the Juilliard Jazz Orchestra, as well as many other Harlem based artists and beyond.  These performers graced the stages of Japan's largest arenas including the Nagoya Dome and the Tokyo Dome.
The duo of Abe and Rivers also presented on Harlem stages the Japanese orchestras of Waseda University Big Band with the Count Basie Orchestra and the Tocho Big Beats All Star Orchestra with the National Jazz Museum in Harlem all Star Orchestra under their Jazz for Peace, East Meets West series.   These presentations contributed greatly to New Heritage’s ever expanding global exchange between Harlem and Japan.  

Today, Japan has experienced a series of horrific natural disasters and needs our aid.  We are requesting our communities and all New Yorkers to come out and support this initiative, enjoy a great evening of music, and share your appreciation and concern for Japan and its people.

The Harlem For Japan Benefit Concert will take place on Tuesday, April 19, 6:30 PM, at Aaron Davis Hall, 133rd and Convent Avenue, on the campus of The City College of New York.  Suggested donation is $25.00, or donate what you can. All donations are appreciated.  Checks should be made payable to any one of these three organizations: the Japan Chamber of Commerce (J.C.C.), the Japan Society or the Consulate General of Japan, all who are working tirelessly to provide needed assistance for Japan and are co-sponsoring this event with us. 
Our talent lineup at this time includes: Rhythm and Blues legend and Grammy nominee Chuck Jackson, National Jazz Museum in Harlem All Star Band, International artists Yuichiro Oda, Yuko Darjeeling, and Toya, Oscar and Grammy nominated IMPACT Repertory Theatre, Harlem vocalists: Janice Marie Robinson, Claude Jay, Lady Cantrese, and Lee Olive Tucker; organist/pianist Matthew Whitaker, Choreographer Obediah Wright and the Balance Dance Company, Musical artists from Jazzmobile, Manhattan School of Music, Keith “The Captain” Gamble, Lonnie “the Prince of Harlem “Youngblood, and others to be added.  The list is growing.

At this time our collaborating partners for the evening are:  The City College of New York, Community Works, the Greater Harlem Chamber of Commerce, and Harlem Arts Alliance.  For further information contact New Heritage Theatre Group 212 926 2550 or www.newheritagetheatre.org.
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