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 ALERT !!!         ALERT !!!         ALERT !!!

LAST STEP OF OUR EFFORT TO SAVE 

SERVICES FOR BLIND/VI CHILDREN 
The budget negotiations will begin any day now and will be concluded soon--possibly by the third week of June.  So we HAVE TO ACT IMMEDIATELY!

We are doing very well with our effort, and think we have a real shot at winning this.  We need to contact each member of the budget committees one more time with our original simple message—
· Don't make this cut--the services are too important to our kids.  

· Restore the money to the Commission's budget. 

· Specify that the restored funding is to be used to retain the teachers. 

We have been told that if the legislature does not specify how the money is to be used, then it can go into the general fund!  We need to convince them to mark it specifically to keep the teachers.

Legislator names, email addresses, and sample message appear below.


Commission Update:

Yesterday we were able to get a few details from the Commission about how they intend to provide services with one-third of their teaching staff gone.  Here is a summary:
· They claim that they can provide the same amount of service to the children with only two-thirds of the staff by scheduling school visits more efficiently.  
· We wonder—could they have been scheduling so inefficiently all these years that they can now do without 20 of their teachers???
· They plan to have teachers come into the office once every two weeks instead of once every week, thereby adding one more teaching day every two weeks.  
· Can adding one extra day every other week for the remaining teachers make up for all the missing lessons from the 20 teachers who will be gone?
· They will provide the teachers with laptops so that they can enter their case notes while in the field.  
· A couple of problems here—first, teachers will still have to spend time doing this, whether they are sitting in their cars or a school hallway or their office.  The Commission’s plan does not seem to account for this time expenditure at all! 
· The time needed to enter case notes will be taking away from that extra day in the field.  
· They will create an information input system that will be easier for teachers to use.  
· Can the system be so fast that it can make up for the fact that the caseloads of the remaining 40 teachers will have to absorb the over 600 children whose teachers will be gone?
The numbers just do not add up!  
OUR EFFORT NOW DEPENDS ON THIS LAST STEP!  
PLEASE SEND YOUR NOTE RIGHT NOW!
Sample message:

Dear Senator X or Assemblyman or Assemblywoman X,

My name is ____ and I am writing to ask you to please save critical education services for NJ's blind children.  As you know, the upcoming budget calls for eliminating over 30% of the Teachers of the Blind from the staff of the NJ Commission for the Blind.  This cut will have a direct and devastating impact on the education of all blind children in our state.  We have heard the plan--the numbers just do not add up.  Our children will suffer.

Please restore the funding to the Commission for the Blind's budget and write into the budget language that the money is to be used to retain the teachers.  New Jersey's blind children are depending on you.

Sincerely,
Your name
Your contact info
 
Assembly Budget Committee:

Greenwald, Louis D.      
asmgreenwald@njleg.org
Schaer, Gary S.     
asmSchaer@njleg.org  
Bucco, Anthony M.   
asmBucco@njleg.org
Burzichelli, John J.         asmBurzichelli@njleg.org
Chiusano, Gary R.       
asmChiusano@njleg.org
Coutinho, Albert          
asmCoutinho@njleg.org
Johnson, Gordon M.  
asmJohnson@njleg.org
O'Scanlon, Declan J.    
asmOScanlon@njleg.org
Pou, Nellie                   
aswPou@njleg.org
Quigley, Joan M.        
aswQuigley@njleg.org
Watson Coleman, Bonnie   aswWatsonColeman@njleg.org
Webber, Jay                 
asmWebber@njleg.org

Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee:

Sarlo, Paul A.  

senSarlo@njleg.org
Stack, Brian P.  

senStack@njleg.org
Beach, James         
senBeach@njleg.org
Bucco, Anthony R.      
senBucco@njleg.org
Buono, Barbara          
senBuono@njleg.org
Cunningham, Sandra B.     senCunningham@njleg.org
Doherty, Michael J.     
senDoherty@njleg.org
Greenstein, Linda R.    
senGreenstein@njleg.org
O'Toole, Kevin J.          
senOToole@njleg.org
Oroho, Steven V.          
senOroho@njleg.org
Pennacchio, Joseph    
senPennacchio@njleg.org 
Ruiz, M. Teresa         
senRuiz@njleg.org
Van Drew, Jeff          
senVanDrew@njleg.org

For further info, contact POBC-NJ President Carol Castellano, carol_castellano@verizon.net or 973-377-0976.
Please let us know if you have written or called and if you receive a response.

