
CONSTITUTION

NEW JERSEY ASSOCIATION OF BLIND STUDENTS
As adopted November 2006
As amended November 2017
ARTICLE I – NAME

The name of this organization shall be the New Jersey Association of Blind Students, a division of the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey.

ARTICLE II – PURPOSE

The purpose of this organization shall be to promote the recognition and integration of blind students as equal participants in school; to encourage students who are blind to seek the necessary credentials to achieve their professional goals in order to compete on an equal basis with their sighted peers; to connect with other blind peers in order to create meaningful social, academic and professional networks; and to serve as the vehicle for collective action for blind students to achieve equality, opportunity and security in academia.  This organization shall serve as an integral part of the National Federation of the Blind, and shall actively work to promote the academic and social betterment of the blind.

ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP

Section 1 – Active Members

At least a majority of the active members of this organization must be blind. Any student, or anyone interested in the pursuit of studies may become an active member of this association, provided that such person meets the eligibility requirements for membership in the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey.  Active members have the right to vote and hold office.  The members of this organization are members of the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey and the National Association of Blind Students; and shall have the same rights, privileges, and responsibilities as other members of the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey and the National Association of Blind Students.
Section 2 – Dues

The dues of this organization shall be $5.00 per year.  No person who is delinquent in the payment of his or her dues may vote or run for office in this organization.
Section 3 – Disciplinary Action
Any member of this organization may be expelled or face other disciplinary action for violation of this Constitution or for behavior unbecoming a member of the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey by a majority vote of the members present and voting at an annual business meeting or by a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors.  The annual business meeting of this Organization may reinstate any person who has been expelled unless such expulsion has been confirmed by the State Convention or by the Board of Directors of the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey.  In such case, the person may not be reinstated except by the State Convention or by the Board of Directors of the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey.  Any person who feels that he or she has been unjustly disciplined by this Organization may appeal to the Board of Directors of the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey which may, at its discretion, consider the matter and make a binding decision; but unless and until the action of discipline is reversed by the State Convention, it shall remain in effect.

ARTICLE IV – OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Section 1 – Officers

The officers of this organization shall be President, Vice President, Secretary and treasurer.  The duties of each officer shall be those customarily associated with his or her respective office.

Section 2 – Board of Directors
The Board of Directors of this organization shall consist of the four constitutional officers and two (2) additional members.  The President, Vice President and a majority of the members of the Board of Directors must be blind.  All members of the Board of Directors must attend school for at least one year following their election.  The terms of their offices shall begin at the close of the State Convention during which they are elected and qualified.
The Board shall advise the President and shall have charge of the affairs of the organization between meetings.  The Board shall meet at the call of the President or on written call signed by a majority of the Board members.  A majority of the board must be present at a meeting to constitute a quorum to transact business.  The board may be polled by telephone, electronic mail (e-mail), standard mail ballot, or any means that may become available on any question.

Members of the Board of Directors are expected to attend all meetings unless

they notify the President of their absence at least 72 hours before the meeting that they will not attend. If a member of the Board of Directors is absent for more than three meetings, he or she may be removed from the Board of Directors by a majority vote of the active membership.

Section 3 – Elections

At each annual meeting of this organization, all six members of the Board of Directors shall be elected to one-year terms.    The Board of Directors shall be elected by a majority of the active members of this organization present and voting at each annual meeting.  The election process shall be that normally followed by the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey.  There shall be no proxy voting.
Section 4 – Vacancies

If, for any reason, a position on the Board of Directors is vacated, the membership of the organization shall be informed as soon as possible.  If the vacated office is not that of President, the President, with advice and consent of a majority of the remaining Board, shall determine whether or not to fill the vacancy by appointment.  Whatever decision has been made shall be transmitted to the membership of the organization within thirty (30) days after notification of the vacancy.  The new Board member shall remain in office until the next regularly scheduled election.  If the office of President Is vacated, the Vice President shall immediately assume that office, and the vacancy of Vice President shall be addressed in the manner prescribed above.

ARTICLE V – MEETINGS

Section 1 – Annual Meeting

The New Jersey Association of Blind Students shall hold its annual meeting at the time and place of the State Convention of the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey.  At least 20% of the active members and a majority of the Board of Directors must be present to constitute a quorum to transact business.

Section Two: Special Meetings

The President of this Organization may call a special meeting, including a conference call, any time he, she or a majority of the Board of Directors deems such action to be necessary.  To call such a meeting, notice must be given to the members and the Board of Directors at least ten (10) days prior to the meeting.  At least 20% of the active members and a majority of the Board of Directors must be present to constitute a quorum to transact business.

ARTICLE VI – COMMITTEES

The President may appoint such committees as he, she or the Organization deems necessary.  The President shall be an ex officio member of all committees except the nominating committee.
ARTICLE VII – AFFILIATION

The New Jersey Association of Blind Students shall be a division of the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey and an affiliate of the National Association of Blind Students.  The New Jersey Association of Blind Students shall furnish to the President of the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey and the President of the National Association of Blind Students annually, on or before October 1, a list of the names and addresses of its members and of its elected officers.  At the same time, this organization shall also furnish to the NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND OF NEW JERSEY the portion of dues paid by each member owed to the state affiliate as stipulated in the NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND OF NEW JERSEY constitution; and shall furnish a detailed financial report for the past year upon request by the state president.
The constitutions and policies of the National Federation of the Blind, the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey and the National Association of Blind Students are binding on this organization; and this organization shall actively participate in the programs of the NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND, the NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND OF NEW JERSEY and the National Association of Blind Students.

ARTICLE VIII –FUNDS AND FINANCING
The funds of this Organization shall be deposited in a bank to be selected by the Treasurer with the approval of the President.  All financial transactions shall be discharged by check or other draft issued on the order of the President and signed by the Treasurer and, for emergency use only, the President of the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey.

ARTICLE IX – DISSOLUTION

In the event of the dissolution of this Organization or if, for any reason, it ceases to be a division of the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey, its assets shall be given to the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey to be held in trust for a reorganized student organization within New Jersey.  In the event that no student group is reorganized within a period of two (2) years from the date of dissolution, the assets become the property of the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey.

If the dissolution of this organization should occur and if at that time neither the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey nor the National Federation of the Blind is a tax-exempt organization under the provisions of the federal Internal Revenue Code or if the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey and the National Federation of the Blind have been dissolved, all assets of this organization shall be given to an organization with similar purposes which has received tax‑exempt certification from the federal Internal Revenue Service.

The names “National Federation of the Blind”, “Federation of the Blind”, “National Association of Blind Students”, “Association of Blind Students” and any variant thereof are the property of the National Federation of the Blind; and if this organization ceases to be part of the National Federation of the Blind (for whatever reason), it shall forfeit the right to use the names “National Federation of the Blind”, “Federation of the Blind”, “National Association of Blind Students”, “Association of Blind Students” or any variant thereof.

ARTICLE X – AMENDMENTS

This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority of the members present and voting at any annual meeting of this organization, provided it has been read at a previous annual or special meeting, and provided that it is approved by the Board of Directors of the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey and the Board of Directors of the National Association of Blind Students.


