NEW MEXICO COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND

2200 Yale Boulevard SE
Albuquerque, New Mexico  87106

(505) 841-8844; (505) 841-8850 (fax)

January 31, 2012
Dear Prospective STEP Participant and Parents:

The New Mexico Commission for the Blind is pleased to offer the Students in Transition to Employment Program (STEP) again this year.  This eight week program is offered primarily in Alamogordo and Albuquerque, although some community placements will also be available. The dates for the program are June 4 through July 27, 2012, with a vacation break the week of July 2 through July 6.  Program hours will generally be from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Please note that the program is open to students who are current consumers of our Vocational Rehabilitation Program, age 14 - 21.  If a student is not a current consumer and would like to be considered for services, they should contact Ms. Victoria vigil, Vocational Rehabilitation Program Manager, at 505-841-8844, or at our toll free number 888-513-7958.  

The goal of the STEP Program is to give the student more exposure to the work place in the form of a paying job.  Job placement will be done based upon availability of work sites and the student’s career interests.  Students will be paid for up to 25 hours a week at minimum wage.  Minimum wage is $10.29 in Santa Fe and $7.50 elsewhere throughout New Mexico. 

Alamogordo and Albuquerque students will also participate in a variety of employment preparation training.   An emphasis will be placed upon the development of 'soft' work skills such as dressing appropriately for the job site, communication with coworkers and supervisors, timeliness and reliability, and the importance of a positive attitude.  STEP students will also receive training in Braille (literacy), assistive technology (computer use, electronic notetakers, etc.), cane travel (independent mobility),personal management (money management, clothing labeling, etc.), and home management (grocery shopping, meal preparation, etc.).  Students in the Alamogordo program will also receive training in the use of manual and power tools in the Center's Industrial Arts room.  Most of the training will take place under sleep shades so that the students can increase their skill and confidence in non-visual approaches.  
The Commission will serve up to 10 students at the Alamogordo site and 12 students in Albuquerque.  The Alamogordo program is generally reserved for first year STEP students.  This program is one in which the students will be housed at the Alamogordo Orientation Center in a dormitory setting.  The schedule will consist of two days of work, two days of employment preparation training, and two days of fun activities each week.  The Albuquerque STEP students will live at home, and commute to their work sites three days a week and to the Commission for employment preparation training two days a week.   

A community-based option is available in addition to the Alamogordo and Albuquerque programs described above.  This option is available to accommodate students who require additional family support due to a severe disability.  In this situation, the STEP program is extended to the student's home community.  The student's vocational rehabilitation counselor will arrange a work experience and, if necessary, provide a job coach as a support to the student. The STEP community option is also available to students who have demonstrated a high level of competence, personal responsibility, and a positive attitude in our Alamogordo program.  This option enables students approaching adulthood to begin to integrate into their communities both vocationally and socially.  

If you live in the Albuquerque metropolitan area, I urge you to attend an informational meeting at our Albuquerque Office on Wednesday, February 15, 2012 at 4:00 p.m.  Staff will present information on the STEP program and will be available to answer any questions you may have.  You will meet some of the individuals who will be working with your student should you decide to participate in the program.  I anticipate that the meeting will last an hour or so.  It has been scheduled in the late afternoon so that your student will be out of school for the day and working parents will not have to take as much time away from work. 

Students who cannot attend the Albuquerque meeting are welcome to contact me and we will go over the program details.  I may refer you to the Alamogordo staff if it seems like the Alamogordo program would be the likely placement.  This will ensure that you receive complete and accurate information.  You are also welcome to contact your VR counselor for STEP information. 
Enclosed please find a copy of the STEP Application. Please complete and return by February 24, 2012.    Space is limited, so please fill out and mail as soon as possible.  Available slots will be filled on a first come/first served basis.    All applicants will be contacted by March 9, 2012 by a Commission representative.  At that point a meeting will be scheduled to discuss program details and placement decisions. 
Please mail applications to the following address:
Virginia Murphy, Deputy Director
New Mexico Commission for the Blind 

2200 Yale Boulevard SE
Albuquerque, New Mexico  87106

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions or need additional information.  I can be reached at my Albuquerque office at (505) 841-8844, extension 202, or toll free at 888-513-7958.  You may also e-mail me at Virginia.Murphy@state.nm.us.  If you have received the hardcopy version of this application packet and would prefer an electronic copy, please contact me and I will e-mail an electronic copy to you promptly. 

Best wishes,
Virginia Murphy

Deputy Director
NEW MEXICO COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND

2200 YALE BOULEVARD SE

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO  87106

505-841-8844; Toll Free 800-513-7958

Students In Transition to Employment Program Application

All applications are accepted on a first come/first served basis.  The deadline for all applications is February 24, 2012
Name:
Social Security Number: 

Address: 

City:
State:
Zip: 

Home Phone:

Birth date: 


Sex:

Email: 

School:
Current Grade:

If the student is over the age of 18, is the parent the legal guardian?    (   ) Yes   (   ) No

Parent/Guardian

a. Name:

Relationship:

Address:
City:

State: 
Zip:
Home Phone:
Work Phone:

Email:
b. Name:

Relationship:

Address:
City:

State: 
Zip:
Home Phone:
Work Phone:

Email:

Disabilities:

Visual Acuity: Left Eye
 Right Eye  

Visual Field: 

Cause of Visual Impairment: 

Please list any other disabilities or medical conditions so that we may serve you better.  Describe the severity of the condition.

 
Work Experience (Check all that apply):


(  ) STEP  (  ) Other summer work  (  ) No work experience

Total months of work experience 

Describe previous work experience:
What career do you see for yourself in the future? 
What kind of job would you like this summer?
Skills and Abilities (Check all that you can perform independently):

Personal

(  ) Bathing and toileting

(  ) Making your own bed

(  ) Organizing and choosing appropriate clothing for school or work

(  ) Dressing yourself

(  ) Cutting up your own food

(  ) Managing your own money

(  ) Maintaining and controlling all of your own medications
(  ) Self-administering all of your own medications

Mobility

(  ) Walking independently to a neighbor’s house

(  ) Traveling to the store and purchasing an item 

(  ) Crossing a quiet residential street 

(  ) Crossing a street using a traffic light

(  ) Using public transportation, if available

Extracurricular and After-School activities (Check all that apply):

(  ) Sports (  ) Music (  ) Clubs (  ) Scouts  (  ) Youth Group

(  ) Other (specify)


 Have you held a position of responsibility in any of the above activities?  If so, specify: 


Do you interact regularly with a group of friends? (  ) yes   (  ) no

Braille Proficiency (Check your level):

(   ) Grade 1 (   ) Grade 2 (   ) Nemeth Code (   ) None

Do you use a Brailler? (  ) yes   (  ) no

Technology:

Do you prepare documents independently using Microsoft Word?  

(  ) yes   (  ) no

Do you email independently?  (  ) yes   (  ) no

Do you use the Internet independently?  (  ) yes   (  ) no

Which computer access software do you use (JAWS, Window-Eyes, ZoomText, Kurzweil, OpenBook etc.)?

Notetaking Devices (Check any that you have used):

 (  ) Pac Mate (  ) BrailleNote (  ) VoiceNote (  ) Braille Sense

Questions for STEP Applicants

1. First year students : What would you like to accomplish in the STEP program this year?  Please include work, academics, technology, mobility and social/recreational goals.  Your answer will assist us in determining your course of study and finding a suitable job placement. If you need more space than is provided please attach an extra page.

2. Returning STEP participants: Please share your thoughts on your past STEP experience(s).  What would you say was the most valuable part of the STEP program?   What was the overall benefit to being in the STEP Program?  What are your hopes for this year's program?  How has STEP expanded your view of blindness?  Has STEP affected the way your family views blindness, and if so, how?

