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Programs for Students with Visual Impairments
Role of the Teacher of the Visually Impaired (TVI)
The Role of the Teacher of the Visually Impaired (TVI):

 1. To teach and support the Expanded Core Curriculum for Blind and Visually Impaired Children and Youths:

· Compensatory Skills, Including Communication Modes

· Basic Orientation and Mobility

· Social Interaction Skills

· Independent Living Skills & Personal Management

· Recreation and Leisure Skills

· Career & Vocational Education

· Assistive Technology

· Visual Efficiency Skills
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And
2. To support students with visual impairments in the general and/or special education curriculum in the following manner:

· Conduct a functional vision evaluation, including review and interpret ocular reports, conduct formal/informal testing, explain educational implications and curricular needs

· Consult with regular education and special education teachers regarding needs and learning characteristics of students with visual impairments

· Make recommendations regarding accessibility of educational environment

· Adapt and/or modify instructional materials and visual presentations

· Provide instructional and assessment materials in accessible format: (Braille, auditory, large print)

· Ensure that instructional and assessment materials are available in accessible format (Braille, auditory, large print) at the same time as sighted peers

· Provide low vision aids/devices and instruction in their use

· Share in the development and implementation of the IEP

· Share responsibility for ongoing assessment and program planning to support expanded core curriculum

· Provide consult services to the primary classroom teacher and staff

· Consult with parents regarding developmentally appropriate goals and student progress/concerns

· Share community resources, educational information, and provide in-service training to school, staff, and families of students with visual impairments

· Consult with other service providers

· Maintain knowledge of current issues and methodologies within the field
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Programs for Students with Visual Impairments
Role of the Orientation and Mobility (O&M) Specialist

The Role of the Orientation and Mobility (O&M) Specialist:

· To develop, organize, implement, and instruct students with visual impairments about skills and knowledge that enable him/her to travel independently and safely in familiar and unfamiliar environments to the highest degree possible, based on assessed needs and the students IEP

· Evaluate students to determine if there are related orientation and mobility needs in home, school, or community environments

· Read and interpret ocular reports and results of functional vision assessments

· Make recommendations regarding accessibility of educational environment

· Participate in necessary parent conferences and meetings

· Prepare sequential and meaningful one-to-one instruction geared to the student's assessed needs, IEP goals and objectives, functioning level, and motivational level

· Share responsibility for ongoing assessment and program planning to support expanded core curriculum

· Utilize various sites (indoor, residential neighborhoods, small business, downtown areas, shopping centers, students' home and neighborhoods, public transportation) including experience with adverse weather conditions

· Provide a night evaluation for students having difficulty traveling in reduced lighting conditions

· Provide instruction at night as necessary

· Schedule time flexibly to meet various day and night travel needs of students

· Provide new school familiarization lessons

· Provide instructional materials as needed, including canes

· Transport students to various community locations, as necessary, to provide meaningful instruction in realistic learning environments.

· Prepare and use equipment and materials, for example, tactile maps, and models, distance low vision devices, and canes for the development of O&M skills.

· Maintain knowledge of current issues and methodologies within the field.

· Establish and maintain liaison with various community agencies, universities, parent groups and volunteers to increase public awareness concerning the field of O&M

· Provide consultation and support services to parents, regular, and special education teachers, other school personnel, and sighted peers regarding developmentally appropriate goals and student progress/concerns

· Share community resources, educational information, and provide in-service training to school, staff, and families of students with visual impairments.

· Consult with other service providers

· Maintain knowledge of current issues and methodologies within the field

· Prepare, instruct, and use GPS equipment for the development orientation skills
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