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The US Business Leadership Network® (USBLN ®) is currently seeking new members for their national Student Advisory Council (SAC). The USBLN is a national non-profit that helps business drive performance by leveraging disability inclusion in the workplace, supply chain, and marketplace. The USBLN serves as the collective voice of nearly 50 Business Leadership Network affiliates across the United States, representing over 5,000 businesses. More information about the USBLN .
The SAC informs, educates, advises and assists the USBLN®, its corporate members and affiliates on the ways in which to effectively engage students with disabilities. They provide insight and direction on advancing the inclusion of students with disabilities in corporate programs and activities affecting the workplace, marketplace, and supply chain. More information about the SAC .
SAC Duties & Responsibilities
· Assist the USBLN® in providing training, technical assistance, and workshops on student-related topics
· Assist in identifying key contacts, programs, resources and best practices that are beneficial to businesses
· Increase the visibility of the USBLN® and the SAC to individual students, schools, other student focused organizations, and their own individual networks
· Provide a connection between BLN affiliates and schools, including universities and community colleges
· Test marketing strategies from a student viewpoint and suggest types of products that should be developed to enhance marketing and customer service, and to promote entrepreneurship/ self-employment to students with disabilities
· Contribute to USBLN® publications, briefs and website
SAC Commitments:
· Attend monthly conference calls
· Attend Annual USBLN® Conference – September 28 – October 1, 2015
· Plan and coordinate youth/student focused workshop session at the Annual USBLN® Conference
· Support USBLN® and SAC defined projects
· Be actively involved in the BLN affiliate in their local area, where possible
Benefits to Participation:
· Development of soft skills such as leadership, communication, public speaking, and decision-making
· Opportunity to develop a broad professional network of business and disability leaders
· Informal mentoring opportunities
· Travel support to the USBLN® Conference and other activities as required
· Have a direct effect on the employment of people with disabilities
· Help shape a national initiative focused on supporting business involvement in the outreach and employment of youth with disabilities
Desired Council Member Background and Capabilities:
· Attends high school, college or university preferably on a full-time basis
· Has a disability
· Able to work collaboratively with individuals, from a range of settings representing diverse organizations and experiences
· Actively involved in the disability community
· Is interested in employment, entrepreneurship, self-employment, marketing, workforce development, disability public policy, and/or leadership
· Possess innovative ideas to help increase the inclusion of people with disabilities in the workplace, marketplace and supply chain
· Strong desire to network and participate
· Can devote 4-8 hours per month on SAC activities.
Eligibility:
Candidates must be a current student at the time of application and at the time appointment if selected. While the program is targeted towards undergraduate and graduate students, high school students are eligible to apply beginning in their junior year.
Application Materials and Due Date:
Applicants must submit the following documentation for review:
1. Resume
2. Essay responses to the following questions. (250 words max per question)
a. Why are you interested in being a part of the USBLN® Student Advisory Council?
b. What is one accomplishment relating to advocating for individuals with disabilities that you are the most proud of and why? Also, how do you see yourself promoting disability advocacy and inclusion moving forward?
c. Tell us about one time when you were on a team. What were some of the challenges your team faced and what did you do to help the group overcome those challenges?
d. What are some skills that you can bring to the council? What roles did you play in the past that you could use to help contribute to this council?
3. Letter of Recommendation
Application materials must be submitted no later than February 6, 2015 at 5:00pm PST to Mylene Padolina, USBLN Student Initiatives Program Manager via email at mylene@ubsbln.org with the subject heading “USBLN® Student Advisory Council Application.” Only e-mail submissions will be accepted. Application status will be provided by March 6, 2015. Contact mylenepadolina@hotmail.com if you have any questions.
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