November 16, 2025
Minutes, October 12, 2025
Attendance
Joe, Shane, LuAnn, Paula, Asia, Jackie, Emily, Debbie, and President Payne as guest
Motion: Paula/Shane, approve secretary report as posted, August 10, 2025. We had no treasurer’s report, though LuAnn thinks that two large deposits may have been submitted to our bank, Fifth Third. LuAnn has had trouble with our debit card for months, and Marianne nor LuAnn has been able to access our balances online recently.

We decided to table motions on both convention assistance for attendees to state convention and money for the movement that is collected at convention banquet since Marianne was not present and we were not sure of our depleted bank balance. Therefore, President Bowers decided to meet with the OAGDU board either Wednesday or Thursday of this week to finalize those decisions. Luann told the board that the meeting will be this Thursday, October 16 over Zoom, 7:00 p.m. 
Unfinished Business

Jackie said that she has collected dog paraphernalia throughout the year to donate or give as gifts, etc. She offered that we could auction a toy bin that she has. The word “wag” is on the bin. It contains an Advent calendar that has a door for each of the days of the Advent season. Inside each door is a wrapped cookie for a dog. It is a singing Advent calendar. In addition, the bin contains extra dog cookies and dog toys.  Jackie estimates that the value of the bin and its contents is valued between $80 and $100. Motion: Debbie/Shane, that we auction the toy bin as OAGDU’s contribution to the silent auction at state convention. Jackie says that if the rest of the OAGDU board disagrees, she will donate it as an individual. 

New Business
Motion: Shane/Jackie, to suspend the rules for normal convention business, and not have an OAGDU business meeting during convention. During discussion of the motion, President Payne sought the floor. He expressed his concern that he felt that the OAGDU board failed to discuss this development with affiliate leadership. President LuAnn told us that she had texted with Suzanne Turner, convention chair, and told her that we would not meet officially in an annual business meeting because four members of the OAGDU board are unable to attend state convention this year. Shane responded that he had spoken with both President Riccobono and NAGDU President Raul Gallegos to learn the procedure for suspending the rules to cancel an annual division business meeting. He says he was told that division members should pass a motion at our virtual meeting the month before convention that would meet that procedure. President Payne wanted to see the OAGDU constitution to confirm the procedure to conduct an annual business meeting. The constitution does contain the article that says that the division will have annual business meetings. But it does not address procedure if one must be canceled. After discussion, Shane and Jackie agreed to rescind the motion to suspend the rules. But, ultimately, we still have no official division business meeting for state convention, 2025. LuAnn said she would forward the OAGDU constitution to President Payne.

Jackie Shieman will be at state convention. So she offered to have handlers get in touch with her concerning any dog emergencies, relief needs, etc. Debbie reminded members and other handlers that the PayPal email for paying $5 annual dues is ohioguidedog@gmail.com. Paula offered Marianne’s postal address for those who wish to pay dues by check or cash, Marianne Denning, 835 Carini Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45218. 

Fundraising
Shane and Jackie reported in tandem that DoubleGood Popcorn has an app that can be downloaded. If we use DoubleGood for a fundraiser, we get 50% of the proceeds for OAGDU. We create a profile of our division for the app and will then receive a link that people can use to purchase popcorn. Other possible fundraisers might be a buckeyes sale at state convention and beyond if Marianne is able to get bags of buckeyes as she has in the past. Paul Denning will be at state convention. Perhaps he would be willing to charge handlers for a 3D image of a harnessed guide dog. The dog’s name can be inscribed on a tag that the dog wears. But we need more detail to clarify, and an explanation of cost. 

Since OAGDU will not have a division meeting at convention, we had said we would elect a new secretary at this October 12 meeting. But, in our best effort to solve the problem of two board members missing, Shane moved and Debbie seconded that the OAGDU board meet as mentioned earlier, on Thursday, October 16, 7:00 p.m. to postpone our next membership meeting to November 16 after convention to elect a new secretary. Deanna was nominated and unopposed to run for the secretarial position. The motion passed. So the next membership meeting over Zoom will be Sunday, November 16 at 7:00 p.m.  Motion: Shane/Debbie, to adjourn.

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Baker, Secretary


 
