Acceptance  &  Preparation  For  Such  A  Time  As  This:  Our  Generation
Esther 4:14 – 16--…Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?...
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I.  Acceptance—act  or offer by another so that a contract is conducted & the parties are legally bound.
1. When a believer accepts Christ, how is he or she legally bound?
a. They are bought & bound with the blood of Christ. (1 Corinthians 6:19 – 20)
b. They become joint heirs of the kingdom.  (Romans 8:17)
2. What does acceptance give believers access to?
a. Peace with God—with means a participant in an action
b. Peace of God—of indicates cause, reason, or motive
c. His Presence & Word—-His essence John 4:23–24 and His Word 2 Tim 3:16-17
3. What are some steps in the acceptance process?
a. Born Again (John 3:3,7)	Babe Phase (1 Pet 2:2)     Sonship Phase (Hebrews 12:5-17
b. Overcoming (1 John 2:12-27    Basic Maturity (Rom 12:1-2   Senior  Maturity (Matt 28:18-20
4. What is milk?  The Gospel—1 Corinthians 15:1 – 4
5. When you accepted Christ as your Lord & Savior, what were you agreeing with and what are you legally bound to?
a. His kingdom philosophy—kingdom (Order, Standards, Values)  Philosophy—a general understanding of values and reality
1. Identity in Christ—Galatians 2:20		3  Eternal  Perspective—1 Cor 2:15-16
2. Kingdom  Agenda—Matt 6:10 & Luke 19:10	4 God’s  Glory—1 Cor 10:31
b. His rule—His order (1 Cor 11:3; Eph 6:1, Standards (Exo 20:3-17, Values (Eph 5 & 6
c. His reign—personal, family, career, church, community (Col 3 – 4:5 and Eph 4, 5, & 6

6. What is the contract offered to us by God?
a. General Call—5 areas (out of the world and darkness)  Eph 5:8; 1 Peter 2:9
b. Specific Call—gifts and ministry to the body of Christ (Eph 4;  1 Cor 12, 14;  Rom 12
7. What are 8 historic essential doctrines all Christians are legally bound to? See attachment
II.  Preparation—the act or process of making something ready for an occasion:  a state of readiness;
1.  What should we do to prepare ourselves?
a. Study—2 Tim 2:15     Abide--John 15    Meditate—Psalm 1
b. Walk by faith—2 Cor 5:7;  Walk in the Spirit—Gal 5:16;    Walk in the Light—Eph 5:8
c. Grow—2 Peter 3:18     Reason from the Scriptures—2 Tim 3:16 – 4:5
2.   A state of readiness—focus on the development of the inner-man (2 Corinthians 4:1 – 16)
       a,  Mind—comprehension  (logical thinking)  1 Corinthians 2:9 – 16 and Philippians 2
        b.  Heart—desires that are connected to God’s will—Psalm 37:4
c.  Nature—moral values (the nine fruit of the Spirit—Galatians 5:22 - 23
d.  Emotions—are connected to how God feels—2 Peter 3:8 – 18,  Ephesians 4:30, Rom 9:15
e.  Gifts—spiritual and natural are connected to God’s purpose—Rom 8:28 – 29 & Eph 4-5
f,  Walk—your lifestyle and service to others—Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, & Colossians
III.  Readiness—is a reflection of Christ to advance God’s order, standards, & values—John 5:17-23, Hebrews 1:3; and Matthew 24:36
      1.  The Four  Pillars of the Historic Christian Stability:  (see I. Acceptance 5a, b, and c)
A. Identity in Christ Alone    B. Eternal Perspective    C. Kingdom Agenda    D. God’s Glory
      2.  Our Five  Areas—Ephesians  4, 5, and 6      Colossians  3 - 4:5
	A. Personal Life   B. Family Life    C. Career/Ministry Life    D. Church Life    E. Community Life
IV.  Generation—a body of individuals constituting a single step in the line of descent from an ancestor which each one holds for a limited period with the act or process of producing an offspring.
	1.  When we are born again, what is our line of descent? Joint Heirs with Christ—Romans 8:17
	     A,  Citizens of heaven—Philippians 3:20		Royal  Priesthood—1 Peter 2:9
	     B.  Ambassadors—2 Cor 5:20 				New  Creation—2 Cor 5:17
	2.  What does it mean to be salt and light in Matthew 5:14 and 16?  
	    a.  Salt—preserves—Matthew 5:14 and Matthew 28:19 - 20
 	    b.  Light—gives direction—Matthew 5:16, 14:6, and John 1:29 
3.    Since we have our physical life for a limited period, what should we be producing as citizens of heaven?  We should help others to grow from spiritual infancy to spiritual maturity.
Salvation—saves us from the penalty of sin—Romans 3:23 and 6:23;  John 3:3, 7 and 3:18 - 20
Sanctification—delivers us from the power of sin and helps us to grow—Romans 6, 7, and 8
Service—delivers us from the presence of sin—we serve others—Ephesians 2:1 – 10; 4, 5, and 6;  Romans 12
		a.  His will on earth as it is in heaven—Matthew 6:10 and 28:19 – 20
		b.  Seeking and saving the lost—Luke 19:10;  Proverbs 11:30
		c.  Advancing the kingdom in our 5 areas—Colossians 3 – 4:6 & Eph 4, 5, & 6
	4.  What is the problem today? 
Immaturity—no kingdom responsibility—1 Corinthians 3
Worldliness—following systems set up by Satan that leaves God out—Matthew 6:24 - 34
Apathy—no desire for God, the bile, or things pertaining to the kingdom—1 Corinthians 2:9-10
		a.  No kingdom responsibility—Ephesians 2:1 – 10
		b.  Selfishness vs Selflessness—John 14:15;  Ephesians 4:27 - 32
		c.  Healed Hindsight needs to heal—Philippians 3:13 - 19
		d.  Clear Insight—hear from God (biblical knowledge)—Heb 1:1 – 3 & 2 Tim 3:16-17
		e.  Clear Foresight—Philippians 2:1–11, 4:8 – 9;  1 Corinthians 2:15 – 16;  Colossians 3
5.  The bible gives us our directives:  2 Timothy 3:16 - 17
		a.  Advance the kingdom—Matt 6:33; Luke 19:10    Pull down strongholds—2 Cor10:3-6
		b.  Make disciples—Prov 22:6;  Matthew 28:19 – 20     Fight the good fight—2 Tim 4:6-8
6.   What happens when you pray?  1 Cor. 2:10-16   The inner-man connects with God  Jeremiah 33:1-3 and Psalm 5
7.  What does this invisible world look like?  It is the super-natural arena of reality where the forces of truth and deception exist.  
		a.  God—objective truth, Angels, and redeemed man—His Order, Standards, Values
John 4:23 – 24, 1 Cor 11:3, 8 Eph 6:1;  Isaiah 43:1 – 11 and 44:6 - 8
		b.  Satan—deception, Demons, and unredeemed man—His Dysfunctional order
			2 Corinthians 11:13 - 15
8.  The world has systems in place—what are they—systems without God
*    Education	* Economics—materialism (pleasure vs responsibility)    *  Government 
9.  Who is suppose to oppose these systems?  The CHURCH—Matthew 16:13 - 19
God’s Rule—kingdom philosophy O.S.V.    Economics—create jobs    Gov—partner with them
[bookmark: _GoBack]God’s Reign—Personal Life, Family Life,  Career/Ministry Life, Church Life, Community Life
		a.  Esther—saved her people—Esther 4
		b.  Woman at the Well—her community—John 4
10.  How much training and preparation has gone into your spiritual growth?
11.  Where are you on the scale of spiritual growth?
12.  How long did Esther prepare for her queenship?
13.  What does the 10 commandments say about immoral behavior?
