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THE CRISIS

The real problem facing the blind today is not the loss of our eyesight, but the misconceptions and stereotypes that exist about the blind and our methods of achieving success—including Braille.

Despite the many advantages of Braille, the Braille literacy rate among blind people today is only 10 percent. This means the vast majority of blind people today are illiterate—and they are being denied the right to read or write.  This would be viewed as a national outrage among sighted individuals.  

Literacy should be for all people.  And yet the Braille literacy crisis continues for the blind, contributing to a shocking 70 percent unemployment rate among today’s 1.3 million blind Americans.

THE CAUSE

How did this crisis happen?  As addressed in the National Federation of the Blind’s report entitled “The Braille Literacy Crisis in America—Facing the Truth, Reversing the Trend, Empowering the Blind” there are a number of factors, including:

· Negative attitudes and false beliefs that Braille is “slow,”  “unusual,” and too complicated to learn

· Misguided notions that technological advances have become a viable substitute for Braille

· Limited access to quality instruction 

· Lack of standardized Braille teaching methods and credentialed instructors

THE SOLUTION

We know for a fact that Braille is the most effective and powerful tool the blind have to become educated, obtain jobs, pursue stimulating careers, and enjoy the same opportunity and independence as sighted individuals.  Consequently, the NFB’s research and training center, the National Federation of the Blind Jernigan Institute, has launched a national Braille literacy campaign, “Braille Readers are Leaders,” to double the number of school-age children reading Braille by 2015.  
THE COIN

To help us achieve this goal, the NFB successfully advocated for the Louis Braille Bicentennial Silver Dollar—available from the U.S. Mint to everyone beginning March 26 in honor of the 200th birthday of Louis Braille.  

This stunning, one-of-a-kind collectible in 90 percent silver is the first U.S. coin in history to feature proper tactile Braille.  Money raised through the coin’s sale (which is matched dollar for dollar through other fundraising activities) will support our Braille literacy campaign and literally change the future for tens of thousands of blind people.

A WORTHWHILE INVESTMENT

The Louis Braille Bicentennial Silver Dollar also symbolizes the most significant investment in literacy for the blind.  Through its sale we hope to raise upwards of $8 million to:

· Increase access to Braille instruction and reading materials

· Expand Braille mentoring, reading-readiness and outreach programs

· Require national certification in literary Braille among all special education teachers

· Advance the use of Braille in current and emerging technologies

· Research new methods of teaching and learning Braille

ORDER NOW

To order the Louis Braille Bicentennial Silver Dollar visit www.usmint.gov or call 1-800-USA-MINT (872-6468).

But hurry!  Only 400,000 coins have been minted and they will not be available for purchase after December 31, 2009.  
THE POWER OF THE COIN

Each of us has a right to literacy.  
And by simply purchasing the Louis Braille Commemorative Silver Dollar, each of us has the power to give the gifts of independence and equal opportunities in education and employment to all of our nation’s blind citizens.

For more information on the National Federation of the Blind and the “Braille Readers are Leaders” national literacy campaign, visit www.braille.org.
