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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:
Affiliate President








National Federation of the Blind of <state>
 



Phone number
E-mail address
National Federation of the Blind of <state> Celebrates 
Release of Louis Braille Bicentennial Silver Dollar

City, State (March 26, 2009): The National Federation of the Blind (NFB) of <insert affiliate>, today celebrates the release of the Louis Braille Bicentennial Silver Dollar.  This historic commemorative coin, the first-ever U.S. coin to contain tactile, readable Braille, will be launched at a special ceremony at the headquarters of the National Federation of the Blind, in Baltimore, beginning at 10:00 a.m. on March 26, 2009.  In <city, state>, the launch <or other event> will be held at <location> at <time and date>. 

<Insert details of affiliate event here. Include special guests or activities. If a proclamation has been issued, this should be noted here as well as possibly in the headline.>
Dr. Marc Maurer, President of the National Federation of the Blind, said: “If the blind can read, the blind can achieve. The Louis Braille Bicentennial Silver Dollar celebrates the man who gave literacy to the blind and is a unique and beautiful keepsake, but it is also a coin with a mission: to make sure that every blind child and every adult losing vision in our nation has the opportunity to learn Braille. “ 
<Name>, president of the National Federation of the Blind of <state>, said: <Insert quote about importance of Braille literacy and the coin. Personalize it if you can.>
<If you wish to obtain a quote from a dignitary issuing a proclamation and/or who will attend the event, you may insert it here.>

Sales of the Louis Braille Bicentennial Silver Dollar, which was authorized by a law passed by Congress and signed by President George W. Bush in 2006, will support the NFB’s “Braille Readers are Leaders” campaign.  The campaign is a national initiative created to double the number of blind children learning Braille by 2015.
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The National Federation of the Blind is asking the American public, through purchasing this stunning silver dollar, to join its campaign to bring literacy, education, opportunity, and success to the blind of America.  The Louis Braille Bicentennial Silver Dollar goes on sale to the general public at noon today.  Those interested in ordering a coin should visit www.usmint.gov or call 1-800-USA-MINT (872-6468).  For more information about the National Federation of the Blind and the Braille Readers are Leaders campaign, visit www.braille.org.
###
About the National Federation of the Blind

With more than 50,000 members, the National Federation of the Blind is the largest and most influential membership organization of blind people in the United States.   The NFB improves blind people’s lives through advocacy, education, research, technology, and programs encouraging independence and self-confidence.  It is the leading force in the blindness field today and the voice of the nation's blind.  In January 2004 the NFB opened the National Federation of the Blind Jernigan Institute, the first research and training center in the United States for the blind led by the blind.
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