AGENDA

63rd Annual Convention

National Federation of the Blind of Ohio

October 30 to November 1, 2009
Ramada Plaza Hotel and Convention Center
Columbus, Ohio
Convention Theme:
THE NATURE OF INDEPENDENCE
In conclusion, I say to each member of this organization; hold your head high in the joy of accomplishment and the pride of independence but not because of dog or cane or human arm, and not because of your ability to read Braille or use a computer. These are the trappings of independence, not the substance of it. They should be learned, and used when needed, but they should be regarded only as means, not ends. Our independence comes from within.

· Dr. Kenneth Jernigan, Dallas, Texas, 1993

NFB-O CONVENTION

NFB PLEDGE

I pledge to participate actively in the effort of the National Federation of the Blind to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to abide by its constitution.

The National Federation of the Blind of Ohio is a statewide organization composed primarily of blind Ohioans. It is the state affiliate of the National Federation of the Blind, Inc., a national-membership organization which holds nonprofit tax-exempt status under Section 501 (c) 3 of the Internal Revenue Code. It is not an organization speaking for the blind; it is the blind speaking for themselves.

We know that blind people have very often lived tragic lives, and we know that even now blindness can be defeating. But we also know why.  Not blindness, but society's devastating attitude about it constitutes our burden. We, the blind of today, have carried out a revolution and have won our independence. We have written our own philosophy, we have found our own direction, and we have learned to speak with our own voice—the National Federation of the Blind. We have taken our future into our own hands, and we are changing what it means to be blind. We now imagine a future full of opportunity, and as the voice of the nation’s blind we invite you to help us make it a reality.

CONVENTION ARRANGEMENTS


If you have any questions about convention arrangements, contact Mary Pool or Bruce Peters, co-chairs of the convention committee.

Registration and Literature


NFB literature will be available during registration hours in the Akron Room Friday between 12:30 and 1:30 and 4:30 to 5:30 pm and Saturday between 8:30 and 9:00 am and 1:30 and 2:00 pm.
Attention First-Time Convention Attendees


All those attending their first NFB of Ohio convention are invited to stop at the literature table Friday afternoon to pick up a first-timer's ribbon and to have their names entered for a special door prize drawing.

Door Prizes


Door prizes should be labeled clearly in print and Braille with the donor's name and the amount of cash or type of gift. Paul Dressell is in charge of door prizes. They may be brought to him directly or left in Convention Registration with Abbey Wojno or Sylvia Cooley.

Guide Dogs


If you have a problem with your dog or need advice or assistance, you may contact Debbie Baker, chair of the guide dog committee, or Annette Anderson. The relief area is located outside the East exit. A trash receptacle will be outside the door for your convenience.
Friday, October 30
9:00–11:00 am
Meeting of the Board of Directors




Dayton Room
11:00 am–

KnfbReader Workshop
Noon


Dayton Room
11:00 am

Technology Exhibits
–5:00 pm

Columbus Room
12:30–1:30 pm
Convention Registration




Akron Room
1:30–3:30 pm
Membership Workshop




Richard Payne, Chair



Cincinnati Room
2:00–4:00 pm
Annual Parent Division Seminar: Organizing your



Records——What to Keep and What Not



Sponsored by the Parents of Blind Children Division



Cynthia Conley, President




Boardroom II
4:00–5:30 pm
Blindness and NFB Philosophy




A Seminar for Newcomers




Cincinnati Room

4:30—5:30 pm
Convention Registration



Akron Room

6:00 pm

Student Workshop and Pizza Party



Barbara Pierce, Coordinator



Hospitality Suite 151
7:30 pm

Resolutions Committee Meeting



Paul Dressell, Chair




Boardroom II
8:00-9:00 pm
Ohio Association of Blind Merchants Meeting



to Discuss Rule-making



Steve Vincke, President




Canton Room

9:00-11:00 pm
Hospitality

Hosted by the Columbus and Miami Valley Chapters Everyone Welcome 

Toledo Room

9:30 pm

Nominating Committee Meeting



Eric Duffy, Chair




Boardroom II
Saturday, October 31
7:30–8:45 am
NAPUB Continental Breakfast Meeting




Annette Anderson, President




Cincinnati Room

8:30–9:00 am
Convention Registration




Akron Room 
9:00 am

Annual Convention of the NFB of Ohio




Call to Order by J.W. Smith, President 




Toledo Room
9:05 am

Welcome to Columbus



Eric Duffy, President, Capital Chapter

9:15 am

Convention Arrangements




Mary Pool, Co-Chair, Convention Committee

9:20 am

Roll Call of Chapters




Debra Kendrick, Secretary

9:25 am

National Report 



Dan Frye, Associate Editor of the Braille Monitor
10:25 am

Report from the Talking Book Libraries: Change Is Here



Will Reed, Ohio Regional Library, National



Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped

10:50 am
Report from the Bureau of Services for the Visually Impaired


Michael Hanes, Director
11:10 AM
Some Tools of Independence


The Victor Reader Stream and Other Technologies

Joe Budler, State Librarian 
11:25 am

Choosing a Hearing Aid




Hermine Wiley 

11:40 AM

Announcements

11:45 AM
Recess

(Those who have ordered boxed lunches can pick them up in the Canton Room. Only those with tickets will be served.)
12:00–
Technology Exhibits

1:45 pm
Columbus Room
12:00–
Parents of Blind Children Division Lunch Meeting

1:45 pm
Cynthia Conley, President


Dayton Room
12:00–
Ohio Association of Blind Students

1:45 pm
J.W. Smith, Convener

Cincinnati Room
12:00–
Ohio Organization of the Senior Blind

1:45 pm
Barbara Fohl, President


Boardroom I
12:00–
Diabetes Action Network (DAN) 

1:45 pm
Wanda Sloan, President


Reception Room
1:00–
Guide Dog Committee

1:45 pm
Debbie Baker, Chair


Boardroom II

1:30–2:00 pm
Convention Registration




Akron Room 

2:00 pm
Call to Order of General Session and Announcements


Toledo Room
2:05 pm
The Year in Review

J.W. Smith, President
2:40 pm
Monitoring Independence


Barbara Pierce, Editor of the Braille Monitor 
3:10 pm
Self-Defense and Independence

Jacob King
3:30 pm
Employment Panel

Achieving Independence through Work


Richard Payne, President Miami Valley Chapter

   
Dessie Page, President, Universal Low Vision Aids


Judy Knisely Job Coach,  

4:15 pm

A Fresh View from the Top

Michael Rench, Executive Director, Ohio Rehabilitation Services Commission 

4:30 pm
Questions from the Audience

Reports and Resolutions

4:45 PM
 Afternoon Recess

6:00–7:00 pm
Social Hour 

Columbus Room
7:00 pm
Annual Banquet


Bruce Peters, Master of Ceremonies


Toledo Room

Banquet Address


Dan Frye, National Representative


Chapter Charter Presentation

Affiliate Awards and Scholarship Presentation

Honor Roll Call of Chapters

10:00 pm 
Post-Banquet Party

Games and Music till Midnight

Columbus Room
Sunday, November 1
7:00 AM
Leadership Breakfast


Dayton Room


For Chapter Presidents, Vice Presidents, and State Board Members Only
9:00 am
Call to Order of the General Session


Toledo Room
9:05 am
Memorial Service


J.W. Smith and Paul Dressell

9:20 am
Why I’m Still a Federationist

Colleen Roth

9:40 am
Three Chapter Presidents Discuss the Nature of Independence

Becky Booth, Ohio River Valley 


Sherry Ruth, Lorain County


William Turner, Cleveland 

10:20 am
Audience Discussion of  the Nature of Independence

10:35 AM
Report of the Nominating Committee

Eric Duffy, Chair

10:40 am
Affiliate Elections

11:00 AM
Annual Business Meeting


Reports and Resolutions
11:40 AM
Final Thoughts and Wrap-up

J.W. Smith
Noon
Adjournment

[image: image1.png]A
NFB

National Federation
of the Blind

Of Ohio





2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: J.W. Smith
(740) 592-6326
P.O. Box 458 Athens, Ohio 45701-0458

jwsmithnfb@verizon.net

First Vice President: Eric Duffy
(614) 562-5524

2543 Deming Ave., Columbus, Ohio 43202

eduffy@pobox.com

Second Vice President: Barbara Fohl

(440) 964-7824 
1116 Thayer Ave., Ashtabula, OH  44004

barbfohl@pobox.com
Secretary: Deborah Kendrick 
(513) 321-2232
2819 Victoria Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45208

dkkendrick@earthlink.net
Treasurer: Sherry Ruth

(440) 324-4218

6922 Murray Ridge Rd., Elyria, OH  44035

babyruth2@windstream.net
Members at Large
2007-09
Sheri Albers, 513-583-8697
2680 Columbia Trail, Loveland, OH 45140

salbers1@cinci.rr.com


Annette Anderson, (216) 381-1735


1623 Maple Rd., Cleveland Hts, OH  44121

afanderson@pobox.com

Debbie Baker, (937) 322-2340

1107 Burt St., Springfield, OH  45505

lahm@pobox.com

Paul Dressell

(513) 481-7662

2714 Ruberg Ave., Cincinnati, OH  45211-8118

pmd@pobox.com

Richard Payne, (937) 829-3368
255 N. Main St., Dayton,  OH 45402
rchpay7@aol.com

Mary Pool, (330) 455-2831

131 5th St, N.E., Apt. 315, Canton, OH  44702

2008-10
Bruce Peters

(330) 865-8477

1670 Liberty Dr., Akron, OH  44313

bruce.peters@med.va.gov

Crystal McClain

(937) 935-6188
1070 Twp. Rd. 181, Bellefontaine, OH  43311

mcmcclain@charter.net
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