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What a terrific convention we had last weekend! The Miami Valley Chapter did a stellar job of hosting the convention. The Merchants Division, Miami Valley, and the Springfield chapters put together a hospitality night second to none. 


I could spend all day thanking people and inevitably I would miss someone or forget to acknowledge a significant event or an outstanding contribution that someone made toward a tremendous convention for all of us. So to all of you, thank you for being there, and thank you for what you did to make this a stronger organization during the convention.

I must once again, however, take the time to thank JW Smith for his years of service as president of our affiliate. I have enjoyed working with him, partying with him, and getting to know him better. I know he will remain an active part of our movement for as long as he is in Ohio, and that he will always be a part of the Federation no matter where he is. He is certainly someone I will turn to for council and support from time to time.

Finally let me especially thank those of you who supported my candidacy for the presidency of the affiliate. Whether you voted for me or not, and for that matter whether or not you are happy about the outcome of the election, I am counting on your support for the good of the organization. We are a family even when we have our differences. We must remain united in common cause to change what it means to be blind in the state of Ohio and around the nation. To do anything less than that would have devastating consequences for blind people. We are the organized blind of the state, and our message must be strong and clear. 
My presidency will be different from that of JW and for that matter from Barbara Pierce’s. We have different styles, different challenges, and different opportunities. As I said to the convention, I will lead with all of the energy, wisdom, strength, courage, and love that I can give to the organization and to you as individual members of our Federation family. There is no question that I will do some things differently from the way you might if you were president. I will undoubtedly make mistakes, but I will always lead with the best interest of the National Federation of the Blind of Ohio in mind.


Our new state office contact information is as follows: phone (614) 935-6965. Our new mailing address is P.O. Box 82055, Columbus, Ohio 43202. You will want to be sure to use this address for mail dealing with NFB business.


The telephone lines answered by JW. and Cheryl Fischer were disconnected on Wednesday. I want to thank Cheryl for continuing to answer the phone long after she was no longer paid to do so. I am doing what I can to reduce our expenses, and eliminating a phone line is one way to do that. Anyone needing assistance with NFB-NEWSLINE® can call 1-866-504-7300. I know that we will all do what we can to continue to support NFB-NEWSLINE.

I just received a very nice congratulatory call from Bob Eschbach. He also said that he and Pat will be coming back to Ohio to live in April. They will once again be living in the Otterbein retirement community. It will be a delight to have them back in Ohio.

The deadline for expressing interest in attending the Washington Seminar is December 1. We will take the smallest group that we have ever had from Ohio in the 27 years that I have been participating. I will not make decisions about this lightly. I will have to consider a number of factors, above all the financial health of our affiliate. It doesn’t matter how many people I think should go; the real question is how many we can afford to take. To that end, if you can afford to pay something to offset the cost of your participation, or if your chapter, division, employer, or civic organization  can make a substantial contribution toward the cost of the Washington Seminar, please contact me immediately.

In this Update I have included the 2013 Committee charges. If you want to chair or serve on a committee, please let me know by November 23. The work of our committees is important. I am taking an unprecedented action and appointing the committees before the beginning of the new calendar year. This should tell you something about my expectations for the committees. 

I have also included the Braille Literacy Week Proclamation for submission to city and county governments for adoption. If you have any questions about what to do with the text, please call or email me.

I am committed to doing all we can to host a BELL (Braille Enhancement for Literacy and Learning) Program next summer. I will provide more specific information in future updates. But I do know that we need to raise money for the program. Therefore, I am asking all chapters and divisions to find ways to raise money during Braille Literacy Week. One obvious way is to recruit people to read. I suggest that we go into schools to recruit kids to read with family and neighbor sponsorship so that they can contribute to help others read. It doesn’t matter if they read Braille or print. Blind and sighted adults can read to support Braille as well. Blind merchants can place donation containers in their locations. We can help you create signs and PR materials if you contact me.

Finally, I have also enclosed the combined leadership list of chapter and division presidents as well as the board of directors. If you are on this list, please review your contact information carefully and let me know of any changes that need to be made as soon as possible.Although you will have an electronic version of this list, I will not mail print or Braille versions until after the beginning of the new year. This is because there are upcoming chapter elections. 

I should bring this to a close now. I hope you all enjoyed the convention as much as I did and that you have now recovered. Enjoy the weekend.

Eric Duffy

President 
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